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To the RnavanEtND 


r. OHV MASON, 
At DoRKING, in SUR R 7: 


REVEREND a dear SIR, 


„Was pleas d when you in- 
Ai forn'd me, that yon had 
N Deſign to print a new Edi- 
tion of the SELECT RE=> 
MAINS of your Reverend Grand- 
father. Tis very agreeable to hear, 
that the Spirit and Temper which 
runs through that Book, is ſo far 
maintain'd amongſt us, that there 
are ſufficient Readers to encourage 
theſe REMAINS to be republiſhed. 
_ | have often thought, that this Col- 


(iv) 


lection of ſhort Sentences „under va- 


rious Heads, are very proper to at- 
tend Chriſtians of the middle Rank 
of Life, either in the Parlour or the 1 
Kitchen, in the Shop or the Work- 
Houſe; and for that End I have been 
a frequent Purchaſer of them, to di- 3 
{tribute in Families, among private I 
Chriſtians. q 


By ſpending one Minute in read- | 
ing theſe Sentences now and then, ſe- 
rious Perſons may find ſufficient Mat- 
ter to furniſh them with frequent | 
pious Meditations in every Circum- 
ſtance of the Chriſtian Life; and 
they may be as happily uſeful in the 
Retirements of the Cloſet. | 


The Stile and Manner appears to 
me much like that of the late Re- 
verend Mr. Henry, whoſe practical 
Works have been ſo univerſally e- 

ſteem d. 


ory 


| | ſteem'd. Tho there is not any A | 


fectation of a Train of cloſe Rete. 


F ing here, or magnificent and BOY * 


by N deas, which would tempt the polite 


q and learned World to peruſe, them 2 
yet a ſerious Chriſtian of the higheſt 


Rank can hardly read many of theſe 
Sayings without an inward Reliſh 


and Taſte of the Truth of them. 


The Letters to his Friends ſhew 
the Reader, that the Writer's Heart 
was always in Heaven, and may teach 
him upon every Occaſion to bring 
Religion into his Converſe with his 
Friends, whether by writing or 


; peaking, 


Upon the whole, cannot but | 
concelve it to be an uſeſul Service to 
Mankind to have theſe Papers ſpread | 
abroad in the World ; that every Oc- 
caſion may be taken to ſupport a 
N A. 2 Senſe 


S er friois Religion amidit Hb | 
i many Tem ptations of this Life. And 
if you imagine, SIR, that my Opi- VT 
nion may be of any Ad vantage, you | 
have my free Leave to make this 
ll! Letter as public as you plas. 3 


am, 


R, 


Tour affettionate Brother, 


aud fumble Servant, 


I. WarTs. 


Newington, 
Oct. 15 1741. 


Ss 8 bath. 1 dead now above 
3: Fifty Years) was a Perſon of as 
eminent a Character in the Religious 
W orld as mak Ages have produc'd. — He was 
by Principle a Conformiſt to the Eſtabliſbd Church 
of England, and died at 'Water-Stratiord in the 
County of Bucks, A. D. 1694. having been Rector 
of that Place tweniy Years. 

It is not my Deſign to preſent the Reader with the 


Aten of the Life of Mr. Maſon. This hath 


already been attempted, ſome Years ſince, by the 


| Reverend Mr. Maurice, Rector of n 


Bucks; and ſome others. But the moſt full and 
impartial Account hereof was drawn up by the 
Reverend Mr. Richard Mayo, Vicar - of Kimbal, 
Bucks ; whoſe pious Temper, and ſolid Fudgment 

A4 (attended 
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few Superiors. 
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(attended with the Advantage of a long and intimat, 
Acquaintance with Mr. Maſon, and of living in the 


cion of Parttality. But this Account never 
was publiſh*d, nor I believe never will. 

As for Mr. Maſon's true Character, it may beſt 
be gather'd from thoſe few Writings which he hath 
teft be 


Manuſcripts. 


He was certainly a Man of uncommon Horner of © | 


Spirit in the Cauſe of God and Religion. His 


common Level, and his Application extraor dinary. 
For a deep and continual Senſe of Religion upon his 
Spirit he had not many Equals ; and for an boneſt 
and unaſfected Zeal in the Service of Chriſt, be had 


the warmeſt Impreſſions of Devotion. 
utter d (eſpecially if it related to his Saviour) ſeem'd 


10 come from the very Bottom of his Soul; and 


the Impreſſion it made upon his Hearers was owing, 


ina great Meaſure, to that which they obſerv'd it 


firſt made upon him“. 


, i vis me flere, dolendum eſt 


Primum ipf tbi. | TT | Hor. 


His Mind was ſuſceptible of 
Whatever he 


fame” Neighbourhood) rendered bim very capable of F 
ſuch an Undertaking, and ſet him Beyond all Suſpi- i 


bebind-bim ;, and from theſe Select Remains, 
which are faithfully extracted from authentick 


Learning was conſiderable, his Capacity above the 


We 


The PREFACE ix 
The ſame is obſervable in bis Writing. V 


9 are touched not only with the Force and Beauty of 
= a fine Thought, but with the eaſy and unaffected Man- 
ner in which it is delivered: Which ſhews that it 


= came dire#ly from the Authors Heart; and it moves 
= as becauſe we cannot but ſee it mov'd him. s 
His Stile is ſtrong, conciſe, and plain, which 
of all others is certainly the fitteſt to convey the 
warmeſt Sentiments from and to the Heart. But the 
Succeſs of his Miniſterial Labours was not | ſo mueb 
owing to his natural Oratory in the Pulpit, as 
to the ſtridt and exemplary Piety of his Condutt 
out of it. If ever a Man made Religion his great- 
eſt Buſineſs and Pleaſure, he did. How much be 
was in his Element when at Prayer, appears from 
the frequent Diſcharge of that Duty, viz. Six Times 
every Day as long as be was able; twice by himſelf. 
twice with his Wife, and twice with the Family. 
The firſs Poſture he was in every Morning as ſoon 
as he was out of Bed, was upon his Knees z and the 
fame as ſcon as he returned from a Tourney. 
His Religious Converſe was neither forced nor af- 
fected, but accompanied with an cafy and chearful 
Aaareſs ; ond ſcem'd as natural to him as worldly 
Diſcourſes were to others: Which made it not 
Burden- 


. . 2 but ; Area and: En- 
tertaining. _ 
In his Sentiments if Church- OI he was 


er dbe Eſtabliſh'd Form; in his Sentiments of 


Doltrines he was for the Calviniſtical Scheme; 
but far from being a Bigot to either, as appeareth 
eſpecially from thoſe Letters of bis which are inſert- 
ed in this Collection. His extenſive Charity ſeemed 
to ariſe from bis profound Humility ; Cenſoriouſneſs 
being ever the genuine Off-ſtring of Pride, as Bi. 
gatry is of Ignorance. In ſhort, that I may 
not be thought to exceed the Bounds of Decency, ar 
be ſuſpected of giving any partial Embelliſhments to 
bis Character, let us take it from Mr. Maurice 
bimfelf ; who certainly lands clear of all Charge of 
Partiality in favour of Mr. Maſon „ his Words 


are theſe, 


«+ He was a Perſon of as great. Devotion as ever 
« met with; and his main Aim was to make all 
* be converſed with to be Religicus. I think ve- 
e rily he was not only Temperate, but Mortified , 
cc not only True and Juſt, but Kind and Charitable : ; 
„ Charitable to the good Name as well as to the 
ce Soul and Body. He was {nec Iracundus nec 
% Irritabilis) either Angry ner. Haſty : Very 


.** Aﬀable in his Carriage, and Meek in his Con- 


* verſe : Never over earneſt, but (where be thought 
"<> 
4 he 


p” wy” was Vo CT * 
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© he could not exceed) for God. The Family where 
« he lived for many Years, and which be fince often 
v5/ited, very lately told me, They thought him 
bas free from Vanity, as others could be from 
vice; and that they could never ſee wherein 
he did too much, or where too little. I can: 
== < not, indeed, ſay ſo much, yet Tam ready to think; 
1 | «© that all his Redundancies, as well as Defects, 
q * were deſigned in order to a greater Good.” See 
Mr. Maurice's Account, p. 28. 1 
= To this I ſhall only adjoin the Teſtimony of 1 hd Re- 
verend Mr. Hammet, <vbo ſucceeded Mr. Maſon in 
= he Vicarage of Stanton-Berry, (upon bis Preſenta- 
| tion to the Reftory of Water-Stratford) and wha 
WAs I Rector 15 Emmin ton in the ſame 
County. 2 
130 My eiae (faith he) with Mer. Max 
= << ſon, I have efteemed one. of the greateſt Mercies 
Jever received. His Learning and Piety were 
= << great, and his Humility deep, Divers Souls in 
= < the Neighbourhood wherein be lived were Seals of 
3 « his Miniſtry. His Afﬀettions were ſo fervent, 
and bis Zeal ſo great, that as they were the Com- 
Fort, ſo they were the Admiration of thoſe thag 
== << feared God, and liv'd near him. He was in bis 
f Judgment and Pratfice, a C onforming Miniſter. 
Þ * The be Lines he read with Affection, and ſaid, be 
E enjoy d 
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* \ enjoy'd much Communion with God while reading | 3 
« ff. But he was far from a bitter Spirit againſt 
Diſſenters. So great was his Love to Chriſt, 


* that he had a Value for any one who ſpoke a ſa- 


* voury Word of bim. And as be bad a great Cha- 
*: rity for others, ſo he was moſt bighly* efteem'd b 


<*© the moſt. ſober Churchmen and Diſſenters. "Mr, 


Baxter ſaid, He was the Glory of the Church 
of England. Other judicious Miniſters I have 8 


Heard ſay, That they never converſed with a 


+ Miniſter, Conforming or Non- Conforming, 
* that equalPd him. The. Frame of bis Spirit was 
«© ſo heavenly,. his Deportment ſo humble and oblig- i 
* ing, his Diſcourſe of ſpiritual Things (and little 
& elſe could we bear from bim) Ja weighty, with | ; 
« ſuch apt Words and deligbiful Air, that it charm'd ij 
all that hag any ſpiritual Reliſh, and was not ſo 
% burthenſome to others, as Diſcokr ſes: of that. Na- 
« jure have been from other Miniſters.” . 

I have often thought how happy it would be for 


the Chriſtian Church, if inſtead of contending about 


Forms and Speculations, we could all unite" in this 3 


 bamible, charitable and truly pious Temper, with F | 
sobich this goed Man was ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, 


The Prevalence of ſuch à Spirit and Temper, I am 


fure, is more wanted, and mere 10 be wiſhed for, by © 


ed $09 00g C briftian, than any of thoſe Things oh - 1 
which 
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4 


zobich we penerally ſpend our warmeſt Zeal. If aus 


muſt be zealous, let us (as be did) turn the Heat of. 
our Zeal againſt Sin, and for the neceſſary and un- 
= diſputed Intereſt of vital: Holineſs, and then it wil 
vol be ſo apt to blind or miſiead us. If we cannot all 
be of the ſame Semiments, wwe may all be of Abe ſame 
Spiri. But this is a Happineſs rather to be de. 


WF fired /han expected, fill ſome Divine Power more 


generally correct our Tempers, and give the buman 
Mind a Aan Diſpoſi ition than what ſeems to prevail 
os WW at preſent.— 
- WH about the Chaf, whilſt we neglelt the Wheat ? When 
= will Mankind be perſuaded to look upon, and embrace 


O! when ſhall we ceaſe to ſtrive 


Chriſtianity, * not as a Sct of Forms, or a Scheme 
of Notions, butas a Divine Diſcipline to reform 
the Heart and Life? 
It muſt be acknowledged indeed, that FR the 
Cloſe of My. Maſon's Life, this fair and Beautiful 
Scene was much diſcoloured. His fervid Zeal, and 
warm Aﬀettions for the Honour of Chriſt (attended 
with the Decays of Nature) betrayed him into ſome 
Exceſſes i in the Millenarian Scheme, which no, Judi- 
cious Chriſtian can approve, A laſting Monument 
of this plain Truth, viz. That the greateſt Piety 
doth not ſecure the beſt of Men from Miſtakes; 
and therefore 1 it is dangerous for any Man to ven- 


* Vid. Life of Mr. John Howe, p. 78. Folio. 


ture 
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to Gueſſings and Conjectures. 
But over this unhappy Scene, Religion "Re Day 


— œ́ä6—ͤ—ꝓ—4 — 


was not inſenfible of his Miſtake before he died. © 
It is unhappy, that à Perſon ſo. well qualified to 
convey a warm and lively Senſe of Religion into the 
Minds of Men from the Pulpit, could not be per. 


cible Mod:fly and Humility deprived us of this Ad- 
vantage. A moſt excellent and amiable Diſpofi- 
tion But ſeldom found in ſo cloſe a Conjunttion with 
thoſe ftrong and vehement Paſſions of Zeal and Fer- 
vour, though perbapo the ſureſt CG barafter of a trus 


All that be publiſhed. himſelf were, the Sands of | 
Praiſe to Almighty God upon ſeveral Occaſions ; 
together with the Songs of Solomon, firſt turned, 
then paraphras'd in Engliſh Verſe ; with the Ad- 
{ll dition of a ſacred Poem on Dives and Lazarus. 
Mit To which are added, Penitential Cries, "Though 


— —- 
a——_ 
TY, 
— 


laſt on Pſalm lxxxvi. in three Parts, acknowledge 
—_ Mr. 


ture to go a Jot beyond what is written: At, 
that (as Ireneus faith) with reſpect to obſcure Pro- 
pPbecies, It is much the ſafer Way to wait for the Ty 
Accompl iſhment of them, than to — ane 1 


eblige me to throw a charitable Veil — eſpecially . 
fince there is good Reaſon to believe, that he himſelf 


fuaded to do it of tner from the Preſs. His invin- b | 


godly Zeal. | 1 | 


Hill only the fix Firſt of the Penitential Cries, and the 4 


the PREFA 0 ES 
2 Maſon for their Author ;, the reſf-were catried 
in by another Hand. Nothing can better ſbeto 
ve univerſal Eſteem this Book hath met with” from 
rriſtians of all Denominalions, than its having 
: 3 gone through about ſixteen Impreſſ ons : For althougÞ 
1 the laſt Edition be printed the Th irteenth, ber? 
1 Y þ ave been ſeveral Impreſſions, without any texa@ N. 
ice taken of the Number of the Edition. — Beſides 
bis, be publiſhed a little Catechiſm, with Verſes 
* and Sayings for little Children; and towards the 
8d of his Life, a Sermon upon the Parable of the 
1 en Virgins, called the Midni ght Cry.— —He hath 
q 10 behind him in Manuſcript, A ſhort Paraphraſe 
Y End Comment upon the whole Book of Revela- 
1 tion; in which our common Engliſh Verfion is care- 
72 25 compared with the . Original, This be Anis d 
L / * his Thoughts had taken that unhappy Turn, 
with relation to the Millennium. But it ſeems it 
'F a Eid not pleaſe him afterwards, and therefore he at- 
f | 4 tempted another Eſſay on the ſame Book, whith be 
id not live to go through with.———He likewiſe in- 
V ended to write Critical Latin Comments upon 
Particular Paſſages in all the Books of Scripture; 
AY but lived to continue them no farther than the Second 
q Book of Samuel.—There are alſo two Sermons of bis 
4 extant, publiſhed and prefaced by the Reverend Mr. 
em, of Braintree in Eſſex, ſtibd Mr. Maſon's 
Remains, | As 
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publick, They muſt be allowed to have a. very apt 
" Tendency to make the Mind ſerious and confi, aa, 1 


| Advantages for it than I have ; 3 and by whoſe Bet ? 4 4 


foe that hath been ſewn en bath been often more j 


> 


As for this Collection of Sayings, &c. I am not | 
ſenſible that there needs any Apology for making them | | q 


and to promote the Cauſe of real Religion 3 Which | 
will ſufficiently juſtify my Endeavour to give them il 
the moſt extenfive Influence. And indeed I have fol |. 3 LN 
wondered that they were never publiſhed before by a | 
late Pious and Reverend Divine“, who had greater | 
the Manuſcripts out of which this 15 extraZted, are # 
come into my ang. 85 4 

The weig ty Sayings of wiſe and virtuous 14 ; 1 
have met with Eſteem in all Ages, though the Re- 1 


own Excellency ; fo or we cannot but” be ſenſible, 2 8 
a trite Obſervation from Cicero or Epictetus aol 
often be embraced with Rapture, while the Thor 5 
of a pri vate Chriſtian, though perhaps far more in-| 170 
1 and ſublime, can gere command the an "i 


* My dear and "ag 2” Father, the late ies . «| 
Fohn Maſon, Miniſter of Spaldich,. in | the County, « of Hor | 7 
© Sk 
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ntiquity. And hence, I ſuppoſe, it is, that a Se- 
eeca, or @ Socrates, ſo generally carries away the 
Bays from the Royal Preacher of Iſrael. For tho' 
L bint it is certain, that the Proverbs and Maxims: 
pf Solomon are in every reſpect preferable to the" 
rſt exquifite Documents of thoſe Pagan Sages (whe* 
9 her we conſider the Character and Capacity of their 
Þþ Author, the Beauty of the Sentiment, or the Force 
be Expreſſion ) yet I apprehend, that a Syſtem 
[ J df Ethics extratted from the 5 00 of E roverbs 


$ Reception among ſt a great part of C priftians, han 
1 1 te collected from the Monuments of thoſe wiſe and 
earned Heathens.— ] have as great a Veneration 
* br the Names of thoſe virtuous Heroes, as, J think, 
1 due to them. And, from the incomparable My. 
I Howe, 7 am convinced, that a good Acquaintance 
Pith their Syſtems and Doctrines, is à very uſeful 
i 3 rnament to every one that is devoted to the Service 
be Goſpel; and Thelieve it would be greatly for 
e Intereſt of it, if every Chriſtian Miniſter Were 
his Reſpelt, a Wollaſton, or a Campbel. But 
EY, b: 1 ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould ſet the Pagan 
4 Pove the Chriſtian Philoſo pher, or prefer the com- 
Pon 7 houghts of a Heathen Moraliſt before the more 
8 Pcellent Sentiments of a Chriſtian Divine, But to 
urn. 


b The 


Wh, 
er 
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The Author of theſe Remains had an excellent | f 
Talent in the Sententious Way. He loved to de- 9 7 
liver a Thought in as few and expreſſfoe Words * 
as might be, as appears from theſe his Religious Max- | 3 2 
ims, and Sentences, the Reader is here preſented witb: 
Many of them are eaſy and natural, moſt of them | ö | 
ſtrong and beautiful, and all of them devout and | ö 
ſpiritual. E. 

Moſt Perſons are fond of Proverbs and huts] A 
Sentences, which generally paſs for deciſtbve Maxims WW 


in Converſation. After a Perſon hath converſed . 


thirty or forty Years in the World, he finds himſelf 
furniſh'd with a good Store of theſe prudential Abo- 
thegms ; which he ſometimes ſerves himſelf with to 
good purpoſe in common Life. If ſuch kind of | 1 
Religious Sayings as thoſe of Mr. Maſon, were but in 
as familiar to us as our common Proverbs ; and | Tf 
Parents would but take the Pains to inſinuate them 
into, and fix them in the tender Minds of their wn 
Children, I am ſatisfied it would anſwer a very va» 
luable purpoſe in the Religious Life. L 1 
The ſerious Advice to Youth, as it is a plain 
and affectionate Perſwaſive and Directory to a Reli. 
gious Condu#, I hope it may be of Service, not on) 
to thoſe to whom it is immediately adareſs'd, but to all 
who ſincerely dire to maintain a conſcientious Walk F 
with God, 5 
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We Directions and Signs, Sc. may be uſeful 
I doubting and diſcourag' d Chriſtians ;, and to all 
ds 4 Who make Conſcience of the great Duty of Self-Exa- 
3 hþ ies, and deſire to know the true Habit and 
vate of their Souls. 

| Mr. Maſon was very happy in bis Epiſtolary 
| ile and Talent; and if the common Maxim may be 
edited, that a Man's true Turn and Genius may 
9 Peſt be known by his Letters; theſe which are here 
* erte will abundantly confirm the Character I haue 
ven of this excellent Man, in moſt of which we 
peer with the ſame genuine Zeal, and unaffected 
ervour, which animates the reſt of theſe Select 
- f | emains. Thoſe from Letter X. to Letter XXXCfI. 
Brody, were publiſhed A. D. 1694; the Year. 
nu which be died. The reſt were never b:fore print- 
ga, but in this Collection. They were preſerved di- 
1 tinct in the former Edition, but are added together 
8 ibis. To which are ſubjoined, Two or Three 
Fore, which are fince come 10 Hand, and may be 
Nepended upon as Genuine. | 
| Thoſe poetical Pieces which were reſerved i in the 
1 &/ Edition, falling much below the Spirit of MW.. 
Þ Maſon's former Productions of this Nature, in the 
I ; © pinion of very good Judges, it hath becn ths agb 
Proper to leave them out in this : which is the only 
1 "7 bing wanting in this Edition, which was inſerted in 
b p-: former. b 2 IF 


xXx The PREFACE. yz 
If it be ſaid, that this way of Writing is too La. 
conick, and ſavours too much of the Point and Jin. 
gle of the laſt Ae, to pleaſe in this; I have only this 
reply, that I am as little an Admirer of thoſe pointed 
Conceits, and that affected Eccho of Words, which® 
was reckoned an Ornament of Stile by ſome in ibe 3 
Beginning of the laſt Century, as any one can be. 
And I aſſure the Reader, that no Sentence hath been 
znſerted into this Collection, for the Sake of this falſe 
Beauty. If indeed a ſtrong and glowing Sentiment : : 
be ſometimes conveyed in that kind of Language 9 
(æubich, I think is but ſeldom) I held it much bet. 
ter to preſerve it for the Sake of the Thought, which 
will trike moſt Perſons, than to omit it for the Sak 
of the Expreſſion, which will offend but few.— But 
it muſt be remember*d, that there is a wide Difference| 4 FE 
between an affected Quaintneſs and a natural Turn, 
And when a ſtrong and beautiful Sentiment is convey d 1 | 
in a (ententious and eaſy Stile, with what is called a 
natural Turn, it will ever make a deeper Impreſſion, | 
end be more pleaſing than the ſame Sentiment 2 1 5 ; 
in Iuxuriant Language, and prolix Period; and wil 
Be eſteemed more elegant too, ſo long as Brevity and 24 
Perſpicuity are the Beauties of Oratory, © # 
* However, had this Collection more of theſe little | q 15 
Defects of Stile, the pious Reader, I am ſure, would 1 7D 


15 bas. © 1 
2 n 
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ef excuſe them, for the ſake of that ſerious Strain, i 


q | The PREFACE xi 

3 ana Spirit of true Devotion, that runs thr 1285 te 
n- hole. The devout Chriſtian loves to be animated 
and impreſſed with a ftrong Senſe of Divine Things 
= in any Way. And in moſt of theſe devotional Max- 
ins the Reader will find ſuch a Life and Vi gour, that 
= 7 Believe be cannot read them confi Arash, without 
I finding himſelf not only ſeriouſly but warmly affected. 
am ſure ] have often yielded to the Force of thzzs 
my ſelf in peruſing, collecting, and tranſcribing thens. 
Aud from the Effect they had upon my own Mind, I 
3 8 judged they might be of uſe to others, which is the 
= only End I bad in making them publick. 
6 The whole of this Collection is principally intended 
= for the Benefit of private Families, and for thoſe Chri. 
= /#tians who defire to have their Hearts warmed with 
= a Senſe of Religion (the Neceſſity of which ever true 
Chriſtian often feels, and of the Want of which be 
often complains) and who are no! well able to pur- 
chaſe larger Treatiſes. And if, by the Bleſh mg of . 
z Almighty God, theſe Gleanings (of that Field from 
b whence wwe might have expected a larger Harveſt} 
= may be ſubſervient to the Cauſe of real Religion, aul 
EX Promote a Spirit of true Piety, inward as welt as 
; M outward Holineſs, I ſhall have reaſon to be thanifal, 
and ſball think my Pains * collecting and pub; ie 
EF 7c well beſtorwed. 
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Moral Obſervations and Inſtructions. 5 


HOUGH few there be that care 
to be virtuous, yet fewer there are 
that would not be counted fo. 

Nothing but what is God's Diſ- 


Ponour ſhould be our Shame. 


== [hey that drive away Time, ſpur a free 
s often as a Man lays out for God, he lays 
p for himſelf. 


Þ * ; 


D r 1 3 * y 1 R * 8 
* WT. a * SP ow N IE p ; A * = 1 
r 
* x 
: ne 
* 5 
3 
1 
8 
e 
+ 
{Shaq 
{2 . 
1 1728 
KIN a 
* 


med of. 


forget (as Injuries, Diſappointment ts, Ce. 


| ſooneſt ſubject to Deſpair in Adverſity. 


condemn thee, 


pair it; ſo they, who for every Trifle af 
Weaken it. 


the beſt Wiſdom. 


Me have e — we can properly call 9 
our own, but what we have reaſon to be aſhay s 


We are never well ;eforrged of the TruvM 1 
til we are conformed to the Truth. E 
A Conceit of Knowledge is the greatef 
Enemy to Knowledge, and the greateſt AY 4 
gument of Ignorance. mn 
We remember many Things we mou . 


but forget what we ſhould remember (8 g 
God and our Souls.) 1 
They that preſume moſt in Proſperity x 4 J 


Man may commend thee, but God mai 1 


When God puniſhes another, he chreatef 
thee; when he wounds another, he war 
thee. £ 

It is as great a Mercy to be —_— 1 4 
Health, as to be delivered from SCRneſS. | .= 

If you mind nothing' but the Body, y 9 
loſe Body and Soul too. If you mind r L 
but Earth, you loſe Earth and Heaven too. 

As they, who for every light Infirmity tak 
Phyſic to repair their Health, do rather | in 


£20 3 
4 I} 


2 


eager to vindicate cheir Character, do ai 


- Honeſty is the beſt Policy, and Innocend 3 


on divers ; hehe 8 
A Improve the Wit you have bought at a 
ui ear Rate, and the Wiſdom you have gained 
5 Sy ſad Ex perience. 
Learn of Chriſt, who was ſenſible of Inju- 
es, yet patient under them. 
= \ Be lively but not light ; ſolid but not fad. 
& Keep the Body under, but the Spirit up. 
X Keep ſuch Company as God keeps. 
What can you get by bad Company? If 
ou are truly good they will either taunt you 
deſpiſe you. 
anke heed of being infected with the Breath 
a profane Heart. 
Let the Body wait upon the Soul, and 
Moth wait upon God. | 
Speak not well of yourſelf, nor ill of 
ers. 
4m Speak of Peoples Virtues, conceal their In- 
WW: mities : If you can ſay no good, ſay no ill 
them. 
To render Good for Evil. is God-like, to 
nder Good for Good is Man-like ; to ren- 
thi * er Evil for Evil is Beaſt-like ; to render Evil 
= Good is Devil-like. 
a1 Curry yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards your 
er img periors; friendly towards your Equals; 
fle a Woo fecnding)y towards your Inferiors; ge- 
gr ouſly towards aur Enemiet: ; and lovingly 
xz wards all, hp OY 


8.4 | Of 


4 De vont and U; fe N01 Sayings 


Of Rel gion in general. 


It ſignifies nothing to ſay we will no 
change our Retgion, if our Religion chanel : 
not 15. g 

If a Man lives ind dich? a meer Profeſſion 
it had been better for him if he had liv'd * 
dy'd a meer Heathen. 4 

The Duty of Religion flows from a Prinf 1 
ciple of Religion. _ 3 

It is not talking, but vrilkins with Gol 5 
that gives a Man the Denomination of 4 1 | 
Chriſtian. "1 1 4 

Darkneſs may as. well put on the Name of 


Light, as a wicked Man the Name of | 
Chriſtian. 


It is our main Buſineſs in this World to il by 
cure an Intereſt in the next. = 
A Deſire of Happineſs is natural, a Deli 
of Holineſs is ſupernatural. l 


If God hath done that Good for us whi 
he hath denied 79 the World, we ought to 
that Service for him which is denied him 
the World. 
If we are willing, God will help us ; 

ſincere, God will accept us. 
A ſerious Remembrance of God is 
Fountain of Obedience to God. : 
If you forget God when you are your: 
God may forget you when you are old. 
When a Chriſtian conſiders the Cour 4 
of God's Ways, he wonders that all the We 1 
| af 


J on divers Subjefts. 3455 366 
| 1 oth not walk in them, But when he con- 

| ers the Blindneſs, and Depravity, and Pre- 
dice of the Heart by Nature, he wonder 
nol b Pat any ſhould enter upon them. mY" ) 
ang Make your Calling ſure, and your Election 
= 7 ure. i 
= Uneyen Walking, with a Neglect of Watch- 
g. — diſconſolate Soul. 

Pour Things 2 Chriſtian. ſhould eſpecially 
Prin Z pour after, viz, to be Humble and Thankful, 
F 3 and Chear ful. 

G00 If we would not fall into Things unlawful, 
of J E muſt ſometimes deny ourſelves in thoſe 
4 nat are lawful. 
ne d 4 | Salvation then draws near to Man when it 
his main Care. 
The Ordinances of God are the Means of 
galvation; but the God of Ordinances is the 
1 8 Nuthor of Salvation. 
3 Religion muſt be our Buſineſs, then it will 
dur Delight. 
n will coſt ſomething to be Religious, 1 


ill coſt more not to be ſo. 
4A Chriſtan's Life is nothing elſe but a 
dort Trial of his Graces. 

Lukewarmneſs is the beſt Natural, but the 
vorſt Spiritual Temper a Man can be in. 
There are few but are ſometimes in a ſeri- 
Pus Fit; but how few are in a ſerious Frame, 
Sv ho have an abiding Senſe of God upon their 
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6 Devens 405 7 2 Songs 


It is a voluntary Cannot chat keeps the Soul i 
from God. 8 1 

The Gate which leads to Life is a rat 
Gate, therefore we ſhould fear; it is an pen 
Gate, therefore we ſhould hope. | 

Do the Lord's Work in the Lord's Time; 
pray whilſt God hears; hear whilſt Goal 
ſpeaks; believe whilſt God promiſes roy 
whilſt God commands. 


That Man hath no Senſe of Mercy that | 
wants a Senſe of Duty. 1 

Two Duties muſt run through a Chi. M 4 
ſtian's Life, like theWarp through the worry 
Bleſſing and Truſting. | : 

Religion is much talk'd of, but little un- | 3 F 
derſtood, till the Conſcience be awaken'd; 
then a Man knows the Worth of a Soul and 
the Want of a Saviour. 

Then doth Religion Aouriſh in the Soul, 
when it knows how to naturalize Grin 
Things, and to ſpiritualize natural Things. 7 

We may judge of our eternal State by our 
ſpiritual State; and of our ſpiritual State by 
the delightful and cuſtomary Actions of our 3 ; 
Lives. 2 

If we expect to live with Chriſt in Heaven, | 4 
we muſt live to him on Earth. L 

We may expect God's Protection ſo long 
as we keep within God's Bounds. = K 

Our Opportunities are (like our Soak) 


very precious ; but if they are loſt they are 
irtecoverably Joſt, 
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. 08 divers Subjects. F 
oul WY That Preaching that is plain, pure, pow- 
ful, and practical, Men are apt to diſſike. 
rait Religion begins with a Knowledge of a 
pen Man's Self, and is perſected with the Know- 

age of God. £ \ 

XK This is a threefold Myſtery ; a Goſpel pub- 
ed in the Midſt of an ungodly World ; a 
tte Church preſerv'd in the Midſt of Devils; 


[ d, a little Grace kept alive in the Midſt of 
that FTorruptions. 3 
The Service of God is the Soul's Work; 
Ind the Favour of God is its Reward. 
A Man may be imperfeR in his Obedience, 


Ind yet impartial, 
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. 2X God never fails them that wait for him, 
Por forſakes them that work for him. 
Iltis a Sign of advanc'd Grace when Opi- 
ion is ſwallow'd up of Religion. 


78 Of GO D . tn 
That there is a God, may be proved by 
Fonſidering the Manner of Propagation of 
lankind by Generation. Thus, 
ri) There muſt have been one fir/# Man. 
.) This firſt Man muſt have had ſome Ma- 
ven, /. (3.) This Maker of him muſt himſelf 
e unmade. Therefore, (4.) There muſt have 
Peen cternally ſome unmade Being; and that 
God. Ker 
We may truly conceive of God, though we 
nt . conceive of him. We may have 
4 B 4 right 


exact Comprehenſion of bicw. 


and his Majeſty makes his Goodneſs wonder 


8 "Devine 52 2 Sayings = 
right Apprehenſions of him, though not an 


Then our Conceptions of God's Avcibuteſ 
are carnal, when our high Thoughts of one 
give us low. T houghts of another. 


His Goodneſs makes his Mzjeſty amiable, 


"=p * 1 
We 23:8 
IA 2 


ful. His Love is not abated by his Greatneſs, 2 
nor his Greatneſs by his Love. His Holineß be 
hinders him not from dwelling with the Por 4. 
in Spirit. L- 
Nothing is great enough for him to ad- "77 
mire, who is infinite Majeſty ; nothing b 127 
mean enough for him to deſpiſe, who is in-_ 
finite Mercy. © 
God deals with his Servants, not as a paſ: 'Þ 
ſionate Maſter, but as a com paſſionate Fa- 1 
ther. | 1 
What pleaſeth God ſhould pleaſe us, be- 'F 
cauſe it Neaſerh God. 7 
A Sig Hit of God begins a Saint on Barth x 
and ts him in Heaven. 1 
God takes notice of every particular Man! 1 
as if there were none elſe; and yet takes No- 4 
tice of all as if they were but one Man. 9 1 
God repented that he made Man, bat ne- 7 
ver repented that he redeemed Man. 9 
We cannot live naturally without God, Þ 
how then can we live happily without him ? 1 
We may know what God intends for A 
by wat "6d hath wrought 772 us, 
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on divers Subjefts. 9 
W They that have God for their God have 
angels for their Guard. „ 
ute; Many have loſt for God, but none ever 
one oſt by God. If they have loft in Temporals, 

 ihey have been eternal Gainers, Matth.xix. 29. 
üble, This is a ſure Rule; God never Zakes any 
ing from bis People, but he gives them ſome- 
ing better in the ſtead of it. $ | 
= God is a great God, and therefore we 
hould wait upon him; he is a good God, 
nd therefore it is not in vain to wait upon. 
A Man may be a Worſhipper of the true 
od, and yet not a true Worſhipper of 
sd. | 
The et Reverence is due to the higheſt". 
Fa- Nai ey. | — 1 r 

BE Fear God for his Power, truſt him for his 
be- iam, love him for his Goodneſs, praiſe 
im for his Greatneſs, believe him for his 
Faithifulneſs, and adore him for his Holi- 
eſs. 85 
All Creatures are as nothing compared 


ich God, and 4% luteh nothing without 
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Of the Fear of GOD. 

| They that fear God leaſt have the greateſt 

1 Reaſon to fear him. 

8, A Fear of departing from God is a good 
3 Means to keep us from departing from him, 

They . The 


10 3 8 Uſeful 1 =c:-9iy 


The more we fear God, the leſs we bel 

fear Men. 

They that will not fear God in Pre, E M 

will be afraid of him in Adverſity. | 1 
YN 


OF the Preſence of GOD. I n 

If God's earthly Preſence is fo good, what 1 4 

is his heavenly Preſence? > 
If God's being with us is ſo ſweet, what i * 
is it to be with God ? 9 
There is Joy in God's gracious Preſence, Wi 
but in his glorious Preſence there is fulne/s of | N A 
Ov. „ 
. There are Pleaſures in approaching to God 
here, but at his Right Hand there are F Z 
fer &5 for- CVermore. EE 


God to us. a 9 8 
The Preſence of God's Glory is in Heaven; 
the Preſence of his Power on Earth, the Pre- 
ſence of his Juſtice in Hell, and the Preſence 
of his Grace with his People. If he deny 3 
us his powerful Preſence we fall into nothing; 3 Y 
i he deny us his gracious Preſence we fall | 3 ; 
mto Sin ; if he deny us his merciful Preſence | 3 
ye fall into Hell, 8 


Of the Love f GOD. 


If the Love of God ſet us on Work, the | 
God of Love will pay us our Wages. 

God loveth his People to the End, there- 
fore they ſhall endure to the End. 8 
5 | 6 
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He loveth them in his Son, . as bisSon, 
pd as long as he loveth his Son. 
We hated God without a Cauſe, and he 
Ned us without a Cauſe. 
7 | 1 Love begets Love. Tis a Flame that c com- 
1 3 hanicates itſelf. They that have much for- 
hat 4 een them, much done for them, much Jaid 
2 for them, and much laid up for them, 
* 1 I love ch 
Our Love to God is the Reflection of his 
Rove to us; 1 John i iv. 19. We love him be- 
0 0 he firſt loved us. 


ce, 


3 1 4 Of CHRIST. 
a- I # Chriſt made himſelf like to us, that he 
I 1 $i make us like to himſelf, 
15 == Chriſt muſt needs have died, how elſe. 
4 N puld Sin be expiated, the Law ſatisfied, the 
en; 1 = conquered, and Man be ſaved? _ 
re- They that deny themſelves for Chriſt, 
nce all enjoy themſelves in Chriſt. 
eny Men had rather hear of Chriſt crucified for 
83 9 zem, than be crucified for Chriſt. 
l lf Shui denied innocent Nature out of 
nce | ve to us, ſhall not we deny corrupt Nature 
bt of Lo to Him? 
| Chriſt by his Death appeared to be the 
=_ 2 of Man, by his Reſurrection he U 
te | i © tc be the 8. on of God, © 


IMF Clift was the great Promiſe of the Old 
re 3 Teſtament, the Spirit 1 15 the great Promiſe of 
e New. Mw 


Chriſt's 


12 en and Uſe fol yy nying= 


[Chriſt's Strength i is the Chriſtian'sStrength. | 

If we would ſtand, Chrift muſt be our 
Foundation ; if we would be ſafe, Chriſt mal 
be our Sanctuary, _ 

In regard of natural Life, we es in 1 God; | 5 
in regard: of ſpiritual Lite, Chriſt lives in 4 
us. | 

He that thinks he hath no need 5 Chriſt 9 
| hath too high Thoughts of himſelf ; he that 
thinks Chriſt cannot help him hath too Jou f 
Thoughts of Chriſt. 
ql Preſumption abuſes Chriſt, Def pair refuſe 

im. 

Chriſt ſatisfied God to the uttermoſt, and 1 N 
therefore can ſave Sinners to the uttermoſt: 3 
The Blood of Chriſt, which ſatisfied the 
Juſtice of God, may ſatisfy the Conſcience a 4 

an awakened n 

If Sin was better known, Chriſt would ef 
better thought of. 7 

If Sin doth not taſte bitter, Chriſt cannot 23 
taſte ſweet. | 

When Sin is Hell, Chriſt i is Heaven. : 

There is no Paſlage from Sin to Holine 

till we are paſſed from Sin to Chriſt, 2 

Chriſt may have an Intereſt in us, thoughſſ 9 
we may not be able to ſee our Intereſt "of 9 
him. as 

Chriſt hath entreated God to be I | 
to us, and now he entreats us to be reconciled 
to God. b 


o | divers Subject. 13 
7 God will give us nothing for our fakes ; ; 
at he will deny us nothing for Chr: ſs 
| TY 
| = None are ſo low 'as Chriſt was, none fo 
I owly, none ſo loving. 
We may know what Chriſt ach done a 
s, by what he hath done in us. 
| b, * Creatures die that our Bodies may live, 
Chriſt dy'd that our Souls may live. 
== Our Judge, inſtead of condemning us, 
ſtept from the Bench and died for us. 
3 Ly. Chriſt; is to be a Believer's Judge, and if he 
as to chuſe his Judge he could not chuſe a 
x better Friend. 
b - : As God glorifies Chriſt in Heaven, ſo . 
* glorifies him on Earth, in the Hearts 
pf Believers. | 
d be 4 A Believer's Comfort in living is to tive to 
WChciſt; and in oying it is. that he ſhall go | to 
one 
The Blood of Chriſt upon the Heart is 15 
q eeateſt Bleſſing, upon the N is the great- 
inch | Ef Curſe. 
lt matters not who are our Accaſers:f 
ugh 1 Chit be our Advocate. VILE 
ſt "ol 14 


wn Blood CR 

ciled 5 hriſt s Spirit | Comforter, 

cike 3 5% riſt's Word e is the Soul's F Food, © 
ante Su | Feaſt, 


be Lord's Day Market Day. 
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2 A Chriſtian 
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 »A'Chriſtian may triumph in the Death off 7 
Chriſt! O Death ! where is thy Sting ? 9 A 
Grave ! where is thy Victory? O Hell ! coker 1 
10 thy Terror? O World ! where is thy Malice 
O Sin! where is thy Strength? 0 my Seal 4 
where are thine Accuſers ? / = 

* is no Hongur Uke a Relation 0x 


and. no e n bs the Servants of Chriſt. I 
Chriſt executes the Office of a Prophet l 
our effectual Calling; of a Prieſt in our Juſti- 
fication ; and of a King in our Sanctification 
----- Let us then hear him as our Prophet; 
rely on him as our Prieſt; and obey bim al 
our King.-----Think not the worle of him 
for his Manger or his Croſs. As he ceaſeth not 
to be Man in his higheſt Eſtate, ſo he was 
God in his loweſt. His Words were O 
cles, and his Works Miracles. His Life was 
a Pattern; his Death a Sacrifice; his Reſur- A 
rection Glorious; his Aſcenſion Triumphant, 
his Interceſſion Prevalent, and his Coming 
again will be Magnificent. All the Angels in 4 
Heaven adore him; all the Devils in Hel 
fear him ; and all the Sons and nen a 7 
Adam muſt ſtand befor E kim. I Y 
Own Chriſt's Perſon, love his Name, em- 4 
brace his Doctrine, obey his Commands, and 'Y 
ſubmit to his Croſs. His Perſon is lovely, 
his Name is ſweet, his Doctrines are comfort- 
able, his Commands are rational, and : JH 
Cros 


1. 
3 4 : I 
5 a W 1 3 * £ „ * 23 7 8 "IO 
LE J 


on divers Subjects. 7 vs 


Ncroſs honourable.---- The very angels ad- 
? A ire him, and ſhall not we ?--- 

A depraved Underſtanding will not yield 
L What the Creature is ſo bad, and that Chriſt 
9 ſo good !--- 

oi did we but know ourſelves, and our 
n 1 1 Pariour! We are Poor, but he is Rich; we 
1. re Dead, but he is Life; we are Sin, but he 
rift 7 Righteouſneſs ; ; we are Guiltineſs, but he 
iſt n+ & Grace ; we are Miſery, but he is Mercy ; 
ee are loſt, but he is Salvation; If we are 
0 5 Tae be never was ene He ever 
Hives, ever loves, ever pities, ever pleads. 
her! ae loves to the End, and faves to the W 
vyoſt, all that come unto him. 


7 pat hetical Invitation to Sn 70 come as 
Chri/t, | 


; _ Have you Sins, or have you none? If 
_ ou have, whither ſhould you go, but 7o the 
Lamb of G od, which taketh away the Sins of 
A E. ie Werld? Have you Souls, or have you 
one ?----If you have, whilkies ! ſhould you 
1 but to the Saviour of Souls? Is there a 
"Hell Fife to come, or is there not ?--- If there is, 
ers of hither ſhould you go but to him, who only © 
cih the Words of eternal Li e? Is there a2 
I rrath to come, or is there not? If there 
* * q 4 is, whither ſhould you go but to him, who 
f i | © can deliver from the Wrath to come ? 
95 . EF” | —_— will he not receive you ?----- If 

Ihe vielded himſelf into the Hands of them 
that 
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that ſought his Life, will he hide hin 
If he was: willing to be taken by the Hand 
be taken by the Hands of Faith? He by 


Come, and he' I give you Reſt, Come, ani 


If chou art willing, he never was otherwith bs 


| ſweeter than Life, and better than Wine. 


t 
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from the Hearts of them that ſeek his Mercy " 
of Violence, is he not much more willing to 


= 


died for thy Sins, will he caſt thee off fol ®" 


thine Infirmities 7 —01 come, come, come 
-I charge you come 1 beſecch 70% 


come - -come, and he will give you Lil 


— __ 


he val; receive you. Knock, and "Wh wil 


open to you. Look to him, and he will 00 


you. Did ever any come to him for a Cut 4 
and go away without it ?---- Thou would! 
find ſomething in thyſelf, but thou findel = 
nothing---but what thou haſt reaſon to Wl 


"aſhamed of; but let not that hinder, bull 


further thy coming.--- Come as thou art i 


_—_ > 


come poor, come needy, come naked, com 


empty, come wretched, only come, 70 
believe; his Heart is free, his Arms are oper I 
tis his Joy and his Crown to receive thee. 


of the Love of CHRIST. 3H 
Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to. ha 
his Love lighted; nothing pleaſeth him mor Y 7 
than to have i it accepted, 7 
The Love of Chriſt is ſtronger than Deli © 


Every new Senſe of Chriſt's Love all q 
new Degrees to ours. = 


on # divers Sub „ 5 
The Love of Chriſt 1 a Height with- 
ut a Top, a Depth without a Bottom, a 
*F without an End, and a Breadth with- 
Bt a Limit, Eph. iii. 18, 19. 
3 E Chriſt's Sorrows, Griefs and Sufferin ings, 
x : | in be paralleled with nothing, but his 


+ Of Saints, or true Believers. 
EE God hath no Sons that are unlike Him- 
FRE Bclicvers are Children of the ſame Father, 
Curl A Wernbers of the ſame Son, and Halizations 
ul a, * the ſame Spirit, Fellow-Citizens, Fellow- 
vants, Fellow-Soldiers, Fellow-Travellers, 
4 : d Fellow-Heirs. | 
None are ſo eaſily acquainted, ſo cloſe 
i together, and fo much endeared to one 
other, as real Chriſtians. 
one true Chriſtian differs from aiather 
cout Breach of Charity, as Friends love 
e another, though in different Garbs. 
lt is not fo conſiderable in a Chriſtian, 
3 Wat his Judgment is, as what his Temper 


42 ort. Wark is better than Head Work ; 
A bd, it is a better Temper to be fervent in 
b mac . abe than in Diſputes. 


Better be a Ts. Saint, than a mad 
>= Winner. 


If gcod Men are jag, it is not becauſe they 
ci Fe good, but tecauſe the; y are nat, better. 
a C Whom 
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Whom God chuſes, the World refuſes. 
God's Gold is the World' s Drols. bx =. 
of whom the World is not worthy, ar 
counted not worthy to live in the World. 
If Believers are condemned by the Wouull 
let them remember that they ſhall not bil 1 
condemned 77h the World. Sin may ill 
in a Believer, but a Believer cannot live uf 
Sin. It may loſe its Dominion, though "0 [ 
leave its Habitation, 3 

A good Man is fo far acquainted with th 
.Corruption of his own Heart ; that, inal 
of condemning others, he is apt to accounſ 
them better than himſelf. - 

A Child of God had rather ten thouſ: 
Times ſuffer for Chriſt, than that Chi 
ſhould ſuffer by him. 

The Imperfection of a Believer's Soul 
Fcotion, makes him continually _ 1 
Chriſt for his Juſtification. A * 

When a Child of God thinks he can g 
alone, he is neareſt falling. 3 

A true Chriſtian may be weary in 6 
God, but he is never weary of fer 
him. 5 

He is Sacks afraid of dying nor wine ; ew 
he defires to go to Heaven to ſee Chriß 
yet, is willing to ſtay upon Earth to = | 
Chriſt. gar 

If the Children of God did but kno 
what was beſt for them, they would perce! ltr: 
{hat God did that which i is beſt for them. 
| I A Chriſti 


on e - SubjeBts, AX 2 


r 
I Work to do for Chriſt, or as long as 
hriſt hath any Work to accompliſh i in him : 
| iſt will fit him for himſelf, and then 
take him zo himſelf. 
| | | A true Chriſtian lives like a - Saint, and 
1 begs like a Sinner. 
Wo 4 All God's Children have received God's 
WSpirit, whereby they are made humble, be- 
Win: and holy ; humble in Regard of their 
Lins, believing in Regard of Chriſt, and holy 
-j in Regard of their Conſcience and Care to 
2 all God's Commandments. 
== A good deal of the Trouble of God's Peo- 
ie ariſeth from a Miſtake and Miſapprehen- 
c 9 on of God : They judge of God by their 
e, not by his Promſe; by their orten 
ane, and not by his conſtant Nature. 
E ; As Saints have Groanings unutterable, ſo 
A » have Joys unutterable. 
7 1 A Chriſtian is what he is between God 
nd his own Soul. 
| I | All Saints have had their Doubtings. Da- 
| f rid, caſt me not off in mine old Age, Pal. 
Wixi. 9. Aſaph, will the Lord cajt off for 
4 $ ever? and ill be be favourable no more? 
: | IPfal. Ixxvil. 7. Peter, Lord, is it J? Matt. 
vi. 22. And Paul, left 1 ſhould be 4 Caſt- 
q bay, 1 Cor. xi. 27. 
But Believers, remember; there may be 
true Grace, where there is no Comfort ; 
21 Where may be Saving Faith without Affu- 
fol C 2 rance, 
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rance. A Soul may be in a pardoned State, 8 
though in a troubled State. Your Sins can 
never be triumphant, your Graces never de. 
cay, your Souls can never be loſt, your Gol 
and you never be ſeparated. The Devil ſhall 
as ſoon pluck Chriſt out of Heaven, as o 
of a Believer's Heart. He ſits as faſt upon 
his Throne here, as there. The Devil coul 
not enter into the Herd of Swine withou 
Chriſt's Leave; and will he let him wor 


Believe firmly, hope joyfully, love fervent "iS 
ly, pray earneſtly, walk humbly, work dil.“ 4 
gently, and wait quietly.; and all this wiz 
be graciouſly conſidered. + = 

Hold up, hold on, hold out, hold faſt th 
which you have received ; ; Rill watch, fu 
pray, ſtill believe; fight and run, that y 
may obtain; tis but a little while, and M8 
that comes will come, and will not tarry 
tis but a little while, and your Warfare 
accompliſhed, and your Iniquities ſhall U 
everlaſtingly ſeparated from you ; your A 
and Sorrows, Tears and Fears, fled and f 
gone for ever; and you meet with an uf 7 


ſpeakable Reward. 


07 Sinners. 


Are not they miſerable, who, if chey tf 
their Wiſh, could not be happy 745 
"BY 


on divers Subj 1 £2 2 


N They that will not hear — ſay 
0 M: me, in a Day of Grace, ſhall hear im hy 
7 from me, in a Day of Judgment. 

If we are Graceleſs here, we ſhall be 
i deechle(s hereafter. 
1 W Sinners are firſt driven, then * to 
I U pod. | 
XX The Converſion of a Sinner is a oreater 
I 2 3 Wonder than the Creation of the World. 
If a Sinner's Thoughts be not changed by 
I My 8 race, they will be changed hereaf ter by 
experience. 

They that are leaſt ſerious, have the great- 
t Reaſon to be ſo; their Condition is aw- 
2 : bl, and therefore their Diſpoſition ought to 
2 1 1 
Hatred is due to Sin, Compaſſion to the 
; 1 inner. 
WF Sinners, if you will not hear God call to 
ay, you will harden you Hearts to Day: 
ac, if you harden them to Day, God may 
I 4 . them to Morrow. If you will not 
f 3 tt about Repentance to Day, God may 
8 Iuſtly deny you his Aſſiſtance to Morrow. 
If you will not do that which God hath 
"x F Knabled you to do, how can you look that 
e ſhould do that for you which, of yourlelves, 
u { you cannot do? 
Don't think to begin to "I when thou 


; ai 3 Art ready to die. 
f you would not go to Hell, you muſt 
know that you have deſerved it, 


C 3 Let 
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Let not your Hearts flatter you, nor dhe 
World comfort you, when God ener 
you. 
Sd tells you, if you repent, you mal 5 
find Mercy; and will you not believe him 
Becauſe thou haſt been a Sinner, wilt thou YZ Þ 
make God a Lyar ? | = ot 
Sinners, you muſt be changed; if your 1 
Hearts be not changed for the better, you » 
Condition will be Cached for the worſe, 7 


than the beſt of the 9 of Sin, 


He that ents for 9 4 is an Advocate fu 
his Accuſer. 0 
God allows us any Thing but Sin. 
If Sin be in the Faſhion, we muſt be ou 
of it. "M 
Then a Man ſhews himſelf to be a Chi. 
ſtian, when he chuſes rather to ſuffer thay * 
ſin. 2 
Sin digs Graves for Bodies, and nde . 
Hell for Souls. as 
That is a ſufficient Cauſe for Trouble 4 4 
that is the Cauſe of all the Trouble in hell 
World. * | 
Should not we groan for that which wee 
the whole Creation groan ? Dy | 
If the Heart be under the Power of 89 5 
the Conſcience is under the Guilt of Sin. [| 4 


thou art not purified, thou art not a 


on divers hecke. 7.” -g4 


| A Man can never leave Sin throughly, till 
e loaths it heartily. 
| We muſt be fick of Sin, before we can "aa 
725 to Sin. 
There is no Sin a Man can be tempted to, 
1 ut he will find greater Comfort in reſiſting 
an in indulging. 
How can we fay that we love Chriſt, if 
e love Sin, which was an Enemy to his 
1 4 Lite and Soul when he was on Earth; ; and 
an Enemy to his Glory now he is in 
leaven? 
9 Our Sins cried as loud to I as the 
% Ge did to Earth, that Chriſt might be cru- 
"i 00 to Golgotha, and ſee what Sin did 
#3 t here. 
SE Chriſt did not die for Sin, that we might 
Moe 70 Sin. 
3 b Chriſt died that our Sins might die, - and 
ur Souls live. | 
A Sin received its Sentence in the Death of 
3 briſt; but it doth not receive its Execu- 
ion till the Death of a Chriſtian. 
All our Sins ſhall not ſeparate betppeti 
od and our Souls, if Unbelief doth not ſe- 
* parate between Chriſt and our Souls. * 
15 7 " There is no Sin but what may be traced 
wp to Unbelief. 
= He that glories in his Sin, glories in bis 


PBhame. 
C 4 ++ 8 We 


'2 4 Deos and Uſeful 8 yings 
We ſhould be aſhamed of Sin, but no 
aſhamed to take Shame for Sin, NIX 
Get this Principle into your Hearts; rh 
is nothing got by Sin, nor loſt by Holineſs. 2 

By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning, buf J 
by ſinning we cannot avoid ſuffering. EQ 

One that truly fears God, is afraid of Sin 
he ſees more Evil in it than in all the = 5 
in the World. 7 

If we be not humble for Sin, we derogat ns 
from the Majeſty of God; if we deſpair un. 
der it, we derogate from his Mercy. > 

One that is ſincere hates Sin in himſelf, if 17 
and laments it in others. 1 
Our Hatred of Sin muſt be irreconcile | 
able, and our Endeavours againſt it per Mi 
petual, 2 4 
The Sins of the Wicked anger Chriſt, tel 1 
Sins of his People grieve him. 8 

Want of Sorrow for Sin, more argue . 
want of Love to Chriſt, than the Sin itſelf. 1 

Sin is a Believer's Burden and Wound, bu 2 I 
Chriſt is his Cure and Comfort. 

Sin is the Sickneſs of the Soul, and Chrig 
the only Phyſician, that can cure it of the ge” of 
Leprofy of Profaneneſs, the Fever of Con- 4 
cupiſcence, the Dropſy of Covetouſneſs, the 
Tympany of Pride, the Letbargy of Luke 
warmneſs, the Phrenzy of Paſſion, and the 
Palſy of Unbelicf, I 

atred is Heart-murder ; Luſt is Heatt- 1 
7 ; and Covetouſneſs . eee 4 
g ow Bs 
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= How tender is our ol How hard our 
F vi 4 ts? i. e. How much more ſenſible are we 
Suffering than Sin? 

We ſhould fear to think That before God, 
5 f Sz hich we are afraid to do before Man ; for 
E Pod knows our Hearts better than any "Man 
nous our Faces. 

Vain Thoughts are Sin's Advocates, and 
3 * hriſt's Adverſaries. 

dd is fo Holy, that he would not ſuffer 
ch an Evil as Sin; but that he is ſo o:ſe, 
pat he can bring Good out of it. 


Of REPENTANCE. 


Repentance begins in the Humiliation of 
Mm Pe Heart, and ends in the Nen of 
e Life. 
3 Though we went Power to repent; yet 
e do not want Means to * nor Power 
b uſe theſe Means. f 
He that repents of Sin, as Sin, doth im- 
115 repent of all Sin. 
Let not ſinful Pleaſures prevent Sodly 
F porrows. 
An humble Confeſſion of Sin brings 
- name to ourſelves, but Glory to Gd. 
4 | I 6 You cannot repent too ſoon. There is no 
e- Pay, like To-Day. Yeſterday is gone, to 
he 1 Norrow is God's, not your own. And, think 
E ow ſad it will be to have your Evidence to 
n- Nek, when your Cauſe is to be try'd;. to 
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- have Py Oil to buy, when you ſhould have A 
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a Day leſs to repent in. 
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Let the Hopes of Mercy encourage to teſ 


: Exerciſe of Repentance. 9 5 4 


Turn to God, and he will turn to you; 11 
and then you are happy, though all cel 3 F | 
World turn againſt you. =” 

If we think amiſs of Chriſt, we ſhall never —_ 
believe: If we think well of Sin „ we ſhall 

If we put off our Repentance to another di 
Day, we have a Day more to repent of, and . 


It we ſtudy to honour God, we cannot do 
it better than by confeſſing our Sins, ani th 
laying ourſelves low at the Feet of Chriſt. 9 

Godly Sorrow is the Sorrow of Love; th 
Melting of the Heart: Love is the Pain and 
Pleaſure of a mourning Heart. _ 

The Evangelical Penitent loves and grieves. 
* Alas (ſaith be) that I, who am as hig 
* as Heaven in Privilepe, ſhould be as deep © 
© as Hell in Iniquity ! Inſtead of repentingi be 
I have run farther on Score! Inſtead 
* of honouring God, I have diſhonouredM 
* him! Inſtead of pleaſing him, I have pro- 
“ yoked him! Inſtead of following him, ? 
** have forſaken him I- -O what Bowel | b 
e have I grieved! How can I fin againſt my 
Jeſus! Shall I deny and crucify my $a- ZF 
4 viour! | He was crucified for me, - 


6e ſhall 


Fes 


* 


ce 


k, on Ader Subj fs. 7," os 

call he be crucified 3 me? Shall 1 
= wound his Heart, and pierce his Side 
= again, and give him Cauſe to fay, "theſe 
ce the Wounds I received in the Houſe of 
Y Friends,” 


of FAITH. © 


> Reliance is the Eſſence of F hs, Chriſt is 
e Object, the Word is the Food, and Obe- 
cr ic nce —_ Proof : So that true F aith is a 
ending upon Chriſt for Salvation in a Way 
Obedience, as he is offered in the Word. 
W The true Tears of Repentance flow from 
{Mc Eye of Faith. 
hough Faith be neceſſary to our Jaſti- 
ation, good Works are neceſſary to our 
El vation. 
We muſt derive our Works from Faith, 
ad demonſtrate our Faith by our Works: 
TX God is often pleaſed to imbitter a Life 
0 Senſe, that he may indear the Life of 
| * Faith. | 
Aſtedfaſt Faith begets a conſtant Peace. 
The more Faith, the more Humili 
i | ke good Principles, and they will keep 
Xo you 
"= | Men would firſt ſee, and then believe ; 
10 'S put they muſt firſt believe, and then ſee. 
As Believers live pon Chriſt by Faith, ſo 
* live 70 him by Obedience, 
24 Juſti- 


. 
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Juſtifying Faith is always attended with 
univerfal Obedience. 

There is a Difference between contain | 
for the Faith, and babbling for a Fancy. 1 . 

Aſſurance ſets the Notion of Faith- 10 
high, Aſſent too low. 

There is as much Difference between F aa 
and Aſſurance, as there is between the Roof 
and the Fruit. 

There may be Joy without Faith, M 
there may be Faith without Joy. 4 

Human Faith is founded upon Probing 
divine Faith upon Certainty. Xx 

If the Exerciſe of Faith be the Care if 4 | 
your Souls, the End of your Faith will bel 2 
the Salvation of your Souls. 1 


© 


Of HUMIL 7 * 4 
10 be low is the ſafeſt and comlieſt Po 7 


ſture for ſinful Creatures. I 
It is the Creature's Honour to abaſe bim. 4 
ſelf before the moſt high God. - 


for Sin, Qian proud of Grace. 3 
If Men did but know themſelves more, 8 
they would be more humble. =_ 
They that are humble, are content and Tz 
thankful. W | 
An humble ns is a charitable and qui = 


it, 
* Judge 


_ 
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fl Judge thyſelf with a Jude ment of Since- 
Wity, and thou wilt judge others with a Judg- 

ent of Charity. 

= To humble ourſelves, iS the only Way to 

ie. 

== Believers muſt be humble for Sin pardoned, 
And becauſe it is pardoned. 

| 4 When Paul was a Phariſee, he thoaght 

| 3 the was blameleſs ; when he was a Chriſtian, 

che Chief of Sinners: Before, any thing but 

cbriſt; now, none but Chriſt. 

I Chriſt humbled himſelf to bonn our 

Nature, we ſhould humble ourſelves to ho- 

voour his Name. 

= Neither all the Devils in Hell, nor all the 

remptations of the World, can hurt that 

Man that keeps himſelf humble and depen d- 

ing on Chriſt. 

Ik is no Humiliation to aggravate Sin 

above Chriſt's ſaving Power. 

Dieſpair is a Corruption of Hamid 

es a counterfeit Humility, a ſullen Pride, 

the Covert of a hardened Spirit. 

WW That is true Humiliation, which (like a 

Wy Harbinger) makes Way for Chriſt, and throws 

the Soul at his Feet. 

= Our Saviour was a P. ed and Pattern 

of Humility : He did fo admire it, that he 
W {ct them in the higheſt Form, that had the 

= loweſt Hearts. 

: None fo high and glorious as Chriſt, yet 

none fo meck and lowly. 

of 
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of CONTENTMENT. 


dumility is the Mother of Contes 
ment. | 
The deeper your Self-Abhorrence, 
eaſier is Self-Reſignation. 
They that deſerve Nothing ſhould be col 
tent with any Thing. 1 
Blefs God for what you have, and euiſ I | 
God for what you want. I 
We muſt commit our Souls to God's Kee 
ing, oy ſubmit ourſelves to God's du 
We ſhould obey his revealed Will, 2 . 
then be reſi gned to his providential Will. 9 
If we cannot bring our Condition to ouſf # 
Mind, we muſt labour to bring our Mind vl 
our Condition. & 
Neither Contentment nor Diſcontentlf 
ment, ariſes from the outward Condition 1 
but from the inward Diſpoſition. 1 3 
If a Man is not content in that State he uM 5 
in, he will not be content in any State | 1 | 
would be in. 
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Of P RI D E. 

To be ſure a Man is proud of That wa 
he ſcorns another for the Want of. 4 
That which a Man envies in another, b j N 

would be proud of, if he had it himſelf. - WW 

Pride is founded on Error and Self- . 


| rance. 
comell 
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Some are proud of what they are, others 

W of what they are not. 

W There is a ſullen Pride in not acknowledg- 

ing Benefits. 

A Man may be poor in Purſe, vet proud 

tin Spirit. 

WW There may be Pride in Rags, in a foleran 

Look and lowly Carriage. 

| x * God had rather his People ſhould 1 

e than live proudly. 

= How can'ſt thou be Judge of another's 

Heart, that doſt not know thine own ? 

2 | As the firſt Step Heaven-ward is Humility, 

ſo the firſt Step Hell-ward is Pride. 

4 | Pride counts the Goſpel Fooliſhneſs, but 
che Goſpel always ſhews Pride to be "<8 
Pride is a Sin that will riſe out of the Aſhes 

3 W of other Sins, 

= Folly is the Beginning of Pride, and 

Shame ſhall be the End of it; either penitent 

Shame, or penal Shame; either temporal Re- 

2 3 & pentance, or eternal Puniſhment. 

55 3 | Shall the Sinner be proud that is going to 

3 Hell ? Shall the Saint be proud that is elf 

ſaved from it? 

Thou that can'ſt call nothing thine own _ 
but Sin and Shame, art thou proud?) Duſt 
and Aſhes, proud ? A Worm, and proud? 
Empuneſs, and proud? Periſhing, and 
proud? _ | 

It is unreaſonable for the Creature to be 
| proud, much more the Sinner. 
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Of HY POCRISY. 9 

An Hypocrite is one that neither is wha 
he ſeems, nor ſeems what he is. \ 
An Hypocrite is the Picture of a Saint 1 
but his Paint ſhall be waſhed off, and he ſhal 1 
appear in his own Colours. Þ 
God is good in Earneſt with us, we ougli 
therefore to be ſo with him. 7 
An Hypocrite is hated of the World fo 
ſeeming a Chriſtian, and hated of God fo 
not being one. E 


Of IDLENESS. L 1 
Idleneſs is the Mother of many wanto 
Children. 1] 
They that do nothing, are in the read $4 
Way to do that which is worſe than nof 4 1 
thing. +4 ; 
If we hide our Talent in the Earth, Cr 
ſhall loſe our Treaſure in Heaven. E 
A Chriſtian ſhould never ſay, he bath xii 
thing to do. 5 
It was not for Norhing that we were af > 
led out of Nothing. 3 


Of the 80 UL. 1 

It matters not what a Man loſes, if a 75 
ſaves his Soul; but, if he loſe his Soul, | 1 
matters not what he ſaves. 3 
They that are leaſt ſenſible of their oof j 
Wants, are moſt miſerable. ty - 


on dive hee, ! 
Tis our greateſt Wiſdom to 1 nde 55 


Patchful over the Frame of our Spirits ; to 
Pere what helps it, and what 1 1 


2 If you loſe. your Time, you loſe” 

| 2 WHopes ; and if you loſe your Hopes, you los 
4 2 tour Souls; and when your Souls are loſt; 

} Mm ey ſhall never be ranſomed; when your 
1 Jopes are loſt, they ſhall never be recovered ; 

nd when your Time 1 is loſt, it an never be 

Pueemec . 


1 Of the Hear! 401 Conſtience. 1 285 
he ſoft Mercies of God will break the 
d Heart of Man. 

An hard Heart is not ſo ſoon broken, as a 
Broken Heart is bound up. 

WE It is better to have a good Conſcience, and 
e cenſured, than to have a bad ons and be 
Attered. 
We muſt hear the Warnings of Conſci- 
E 4 hee, or we ſhall feel the Woundings of Con- 
4 Wience, 

A Word from God, a Lock from Chriſt, 


Touch from the Dh will break the 
feart, 


15 I . 
3 
be BEV; 
3 2 
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Of GRACE. 
1 | The Notion” of Free-Grace may make 
crſons diſſolute, but a "_ e * reſtraihs 


om Sin, | 
D | The 


3. 4 eres and; Uſeful Sings 
The Goodneſs of God reſpects ou 
neſs, the Grace of God our e 
the Mercy of God our Vruurthincſs. * 
What "Sin is there, which Grace cannaſf 7 
pardon ? What Heart is there,. — Gta 
cannot ſoften? | What Boul is there, wa b- 0 
Grace cannot ſave? 1 
All Grace flows dun Chriſt unde: ral 
Soul ; as all Life flows from the Soul oil 
10 the Body. 
The more God's Juſtice was declared uf 
wards his Son, the more was 94 Mech 
1 re towards the Sinner. I 
_ God humbled his Son to exalt his Gar * 
Saul was not fo free in perſecuting cha 4 
as Chriſt was in pardoning Paul. . 
Bleſs God for Chriſt, Chriſt for the Spii 
and the Spirit for. Grace. '  - +1] 11 
Poſſibly a Chriſtian's: Fneeaich ma (pn 
him of his common Mercies ; but they (hal 
never rob him of his Covenant Mercies, | | i 
_ God's Faithfulneſs performed wag: 4 
Mercy promiſed. 3 | 
Mercy drew the Covenant; Faithful - 
keeps it: Mercy call'd us; Faithfulneſs u 
not caſt us off. 
Common Mercies may be ſweet, but "Pp 
venant Mercies are ſure. | 
Abuſers of Arey are Treafurers 4 5 
Wratb. 
If thou wert worthy, as could'ſt bl 
no Mercy. 
The 1 


"5, 14 
>" 33 

5 8 

* 
1 2 


e 

+ | 2 Ry i WR NIN PIES: 

Ps ety Bog Oe ( I RTE Lee oP 10 
r I 2? bt 77% Lo CE Ln go ro 
ES EEE re i LE ps 
2 5 pe. Ld BTL IH ot OS. 5 ee 2 n 
1 8 4 S ot Re ORR 2 

2 . f 


5 


oy divers Sabjelts. 35 © 
nere is Grace in the Deſire of Grace, as 
ere ſis Sin in the Delire of Sin. 
* | You that have found SIONS. ſhew Mercy. 
= Thongh God in Mercy hath done great 
bings 2 you, yet conſider what in Jaltc 
E might have done to you. | 

4 | Whilft we carry a Senſe of Grace in our 
1 "0 Fonſcience to comfort us, let us carty a Senſe 
in in our Memory to humble us. 5 
We can never bleſs God enough for his 
Patience, that hath kept us As long out 
el; nor for his Mercy, that ſo earneſtly 

rites us to Heaven. 
All that are choſen, are Veſſels of Mercy ; 5 
= that are regenerate, are Patterns of Mercy ; 
chat ate fav'd, are Monuments of Mercy; 
m the Work of Heaven, is to ſing the loud 
ailcs of Mercy. 

lt melts the . to think, that God i 75 as. 

WW! of Mercy, as 1 am of Sin; be is as free 
1 4 | forgive, as 1am to offend; be bath daily 
1 Lercies for daily Sins. _ 
| The Heart of Man is fſach a barren Soil, | 
hat no Good can grow therein, unleſs Al 
5 1 hty Grace plant it. | 
W Grace is an immortal Seed, caſt into an 
\ mortal Soil, that brings forth immortal 
ruit. 
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/ TEMPTATIONS. 


1T6 m ptations are In ſtructions. 1 
le is over-wiſe that goes out of Golf to 
Way to eſcape a Croſs. T 
God will either keep his Saints from Temp > 
tations by his preventing Mercy, or in Temp 4 
tations by his ſupporting Mercy, or find 
Way for their Eſcape by his deliver A 
Mercy. 1 
A Chriſtian that lives here among his Ea 4 
mies, ſhould never ſtir abroad without i 4 
Guard. BY 
Satan tempts to Sin, the irt county 
againſt Sin, 7 
If you follow Satan, you will P's iy 1 
Tempter prove a Tormentor; if you le 8 
the Spirit, you will find the Counſellor prof = 
a Comforter, 9 


Of the WORLD. I Ne 
If the World be our Portion here, = 
will be our Portion hereafter. 
We muſt neither leave the World, 
love it, 
The World promiſes Chobits . of 
Sorrows. | * 
Riches and Proſperity will either kill wal A 
Care, or ſurfeit with Delight, 4 
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: "on dier. elfe. 3 37 
= Bc not proud of Riches but afraid of them, - 
be ſt they be as Silver Bars to croſs the Way 
» We put a Price upon Riches, but Riches 
Wnt put a Price upon us. 
= We muſt anſwer for our Riches, but our 
ches cannot anſwer for us. 
a Riches are as indifferent Things ; good « or 
, as they are uſed: Be tb as indifferent 
1 them, as they are to you. 
lf there be too great an Affection for any 
ing here, there will be an anſwerable Af- 
ion. 
'ris a ſad Thing when a Man can have no 
afort but in Diverſions, no Joy but in 
eetting himſelf. 
7 Love the Men of the World, but not the 
5 3 ings of the World. 
To have a Portion in the World, is a 
Percy; ; to have the World for a Portion, is 
1 iſery. 
Whatever we make an Idol of, will be. I» 
K Wols to us if we belong to Chriſt; a Curſe 
| 1 us if we do not. 
of e ſhould endeavour to paſs through his. 
| b World with a chearful Indifferency. 
will WE Covetouſneſs betray'd our Saviour, Envy 
1 * caſed him, and the F riendſhip of the 
= orld condemned him. 


Man is not made for the World, but the 
[orld for Man, 
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48 Devon and _ ful 1 
It is our Buſineſs in this World, ta ſecur 4 
an Intereſt in the next. . 

The Things of the World, the more the 4 
are known, the leſs they are admired ; buf 
the Things of God, the more they are know, ; 
the more they are admired, | =: 

There is no miſs of the . when =_ 
there is a full Enjoyment of the Creator. 

If thou art not afraid of the World, I fel 
thou art a Friend of the World, and an En 
my to God. 1 

As you love your Souls, beware of 
World; it hath ſlain its Thouſands, and lh 
T houſands. What ruined Lars Wife? "= 
World. What ruined Judas? the World 
What ruined Simon Magus? the Won 
What ruined Demos ? & World. A 
What ſhall it profit a Man, if be 7 50 : 
whole World, and loſe bis own 8 010! 
. A 

To ſpeak the Truth freely ; Riches * 
Duſt, Honours are Shadows, Pleaſures 1 
Bubbles, and Man a Lump of Vanity, co 
pounded of Sin and Miſery. 1 


Of the Word of Gd. > 
The Word of God muſt be nearer to 
than our Friends, dearer to us than our Liv 
ſwoeter to us than our Liberty, and pleaſant I 
to us than all earthly Comforts. # 
Take the Candle of God's Word, 3 * 
ſearch the Corners of your Heart. wi : 


* 
-- 


We ek See Per; Gl ay, 
A. > us in his Word. 

* Two things are to "hg! abrbica at; the 
Preſence of God which fills all Places, and 
De Word of Sd Which reacherh. to all 


ths Amme elt the Word of 651 

| 9 Fre Fallacies; all Conceits againſt the Word 

a Te » Delufions; all Deriſion againſt the Word 

5 Folly ; and all OLI againſt” * 

Word is Madneſs. 

When God chtestem, that's a Time to 

epent; when he promiſes, that's a Time to 

eelieve; when he commands, that 8 A Nene 

8 P obey. 

If a Man billeved the Three 6 the 

Word of God, he would tremble, and fly to 

to the Promiſes for Refuge, 

As Chriſt came out of his Father sBoſom, 

ſo the Promiſes came out of Chriſt's Side. 

The Church cannot live without Faith, 

* and Faith cannot | "UF without tre” Pro- 

3 We have leſs Power to Rand Un ouſt gra | 

Parents, but we have better Promiſes: 4 
E Whatever Promiſes Faith takes hold of, | 

ir makes the good Thing there promiſed. to 
3 be our own: 

KF God's Pr orpiſeys are a a Detect againſt Man 8 

1 Threatnings. 0a 


D 4 | The 


40 Devens And Uſeful Say ings 

The Promiſes of the _ are 9 0 
us by the Oath of the Father, the Blood «ll BY 
the bag 8 the Witneſs of the Spirit. -D 


of the LAW, | 

The moral Law was weak 3 the 
Fleſh, the ceremonial Law was ſo in its on pre 
Nature; but Chriſt was the End of the mo- | 
ral Law to fulfil it, and the End of th: 
ceremonial Law to anſwer its Intention, by 206 
offering himſelf a Sacrifice. 1 
Chriſt was God's righteous Servant to per 
form all the Duties of the moral Law; and 
our devoted Sacrifice to bear all the Penaltic = 
of it. a 
By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin, by 
the Goſpel is the Knowledge of Chriſt. 4 
God hath written a Law, and a Goſpel; | * 
the Law to bumble us, and the Goſpel to 

comfort us; the Law to caſt us down, and | : 
the Goſpel to raiſe us up; the Law to con- 
vince us of our Miſery, and the Goſpel to 
convince us of his Mercy; the Law to diſco- 


ver Sin, and the Goſpel to diſcover Gras 
and Chr ft. : 7 | I JS 


Of PROVIDENCE. 


Providences are ſometimes dark T exts that 
want an Expoſitor. 
God's Providence fulfils his Promiſe. 


1 
2 : 
22 I " 

Koh, 


Count 


# oF 


on erb „en * 
7 Count every Day, as well as you can, 
W the Providences of God towards Nene, chat 


2 


| of APFLICTIONS. - 
Tis a worſe Sign to be without Chaſtiſe- 
ment, than to be under Chaſtiſement. ; 
= Two Things ſhould comfort ſafferiog | 
WChcitians, viz. all that they ſuffer is not 
Hell; yet it is all the Hell they ſhall 
| uffer. 


Alfflictions are not ſo much threatned, as 
Promi ed, to the Children of God. 


E To be a Chriſtian; and a ſuffering Chri- 
to tian, is a double Honour. $#- | 
6 ® By Affliction God ſeparates the Sin which 
1- ihe hates, from the Soul which he loves. 

to The more a Man fears Sin, the leſs will he 
o- Þ» Trouble. 

ce i Afflictions are of God's ſending, but of | 


ins deſerving. 

3 Sin is the Poiſon, Affliction the Phy- 
ZE When God is humbling us, let us endea · 
our to humble ourſelves. | 
= May every one do what he will with his 
| OW, but God:? ? I | 
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If the Servants of Chriſt are never 'fo: low, 4 
yet his Heart is with them, and his 5 * 
upon them. 

God takes it unkindly when we grieve | E * 
too much for any out ward Thing; becauſt i 4 
tis a Sign we fetch not that Comfort fron 
him which we ſhould. © 4 

Though the Hand of God may be a |. I 
you ; yet, the Heart of God may be towark =T 

. 4 
, What if the Providence of God croſs you 
if the Promiſe of God bleſs you? 

What is bearing a temporal Croſs, to 0 
wearing an eternal Crown ? 

Our Enjoyments are greater then our 
Afflictions, and our Afflictions leſs than out 4 fy 
Sins. 4 
Our Sufferings ſhould air up our c 


as well as our Griefs. 


Of PRAYER. 

Fill up the void Spaces of your Time with 
Meditation and Prayer. 5 
They are the ſafeſt who are moſt in thei} F 
Cloſets ; who pray not to be ſeen of Mer, 
but to be heard of God. I E7 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in gifted Expect | = 
ſions, and a Volubllity « of Speech; but! in 
Brokenneſs of Heart. F 
Imperfect broken Gtoans; from 4 broken | ® 
Heart, God will accept. Z 
2 


on : heed Shea... ix MB 3 
An hard Heart cannot pray; a brok gen 


Z Heart is made up of Prayer. 


It is a Comfort to Chriſtians apart to 


e think their Prayers meet before a Throne of 


Grace; and ther P erſons ſhall Meet before 4 


I 12 O 
* 2 23 
=: 
A 0 a 


There wants nothing but a N 


Prayer to turn the Promiſe into a Perfore 
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mance. 

Oo d is a 11 God, and therefore he will 
© | e is a good God, and therefore 
he will be found. 

3 When God ow out his Spirit upon Man, 


| God. 

He that lives without W or prays 
= without Life, hath not the Spirit of God. 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in the Elegance 


of the Phraſe, but in the Strength of the 


Where there is a willing Heart, a 


will be a continual crying to R for 
Help. 


Pray that you may Pray. 


Waiting upon God continually will abate 


your unneceſſary Cares, and ſweeten your 
neceſſary ones. 


God counts all the Steps Bag. take to the 


Throne of Grace, and all the Minutes of our 
waiting. | 


Let nothing get between H 
Prayer, but . * 


Prayer, 


4 Devont and Uſeful Sayings 
Prayer, if it be done as a Taſk, is no 
Prayer. 


Sin quenches Prayer, Affliction quickens 


I. 


The ſame Spirit of Faith which teaches a 
Man to cry earneſtly, teaches him to wait 
patiently : For, as it aſſures him the Mercy 
xs in the Lord's Hand; fo it aſſures him, it 
will be given forth in the Lord's Time. : 
The Breath of Prayer comes from the 
Fife of Faith. Ag E | 
Whatever you want go to God by Faith 
and Prayer, in the Name of Chriſt, and ne- 
ver think his Delays are Denials. *- 
They that ſpend their Days in Faith and 
Prayer, ſhall end their Days in Peace and 
Comfort. * 


| Of ETERNITY. 4 
Look backwards, and Time was when 
Souls were not; look forwards, and our Souls 
will be when Time ſhall not. = 

Who would not deny himſelf for a Time, 
that he may enjoy himſelf for ever ? 
What is the World to them that are in the 
Grave, where our Bodies muſt ſhortly be? 


Or to them that are in Eternity, where our 
Souls muſt ſhortly be? | | 
Remember you are at the Door of Eter- 


nity, and have other Work to do than to trifle 
away Time; thoſe Hours which you ſpend 
in your Cloſets, are the golden Spots of all 

| | u your 


5 
3 
. 


ence upon your laſt Hours. 


co be a Meditation of Eternity, and a Pre- 
= paration for Eternity. 5 
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on divers Subjects. 485 
your Time, and will have the ſweeteſt Influ- 


Our Life is a Paſſage to Eternity; it ought 


DEATH. 
The longeſt Life, is a lingering Deat. 
Firſt Infancy dies, then Childhood, then 


WE Youth, chen Manhood, then old Age; and 


then we make an end of dying. 


Though thou may'ſt have been nearer 


| WS Death (in thine own Apprehenſions) than 


thou art now; yet it is certain, Death was 


never ſo near to thee as it is now. 


Man does not die becauſe he is made of 


WE Earth, but becauſe he is infected with Sin. 


Death to a Chriſtian, is a putting off Rags 


We need not be aſhamed of that now; 


which we are ſure we ſhall not repent of 


when we come to die. 


As the King of Terrors leaves us, ſo the 


Day of Terror will find us. | 


Death will be very terrible to him who 


dies not in his Thoughts daily. 


There is nothing terrible in Death, but 


| what our Lives have made ſo. 


'Iis Death to many to think of Death; 


they are as unwilling to be led into a Diſ- 


courſe of Death, as Children into the dark: 
The Thoughts of it are no more welcome 


to 


46 B 2 0 fo] Ropes an 


to them, than Moſes whs to Phorach 

whom he ſaid, Get thee from me, and ht 1 

fee roy Face no more, Exod. x. 28. Y 
Death ſhuts in the Light of this World, WM 
and is the Day-break of Eternity. 
Let us familiarize Death by Meditation, WW 
and ſweeten it by Preparation. ©} 
The great Comfort of a Believer, on his 
Death-bed, is Faith in Chriſt, Hope in the 
Promiſe, and an Intereſt in the Covenant, 
This Life is a middle State; we muſt ſoon 
go higher or lower, where we muſt fpend BY 
upon the Treaſure we here lay up, whether 
of Wrath or Glory. 1 
We ſhould think of Death, not as though HV 
we were thinking, but as though we were 
dying, # 
It is the greateſt Buſineſs of Life, to think 1 
of the End of Life, and to lay hold of eter⸗ „ 
Fl nal Life. : 
. Let us make a Friend of Death ant ont 
= Judge; and then we ſhall die out of Choice, 
as well as Neceſſny. | 


Of HE AV EN. 


If Heaven doth not enter into us by Way | 
of Holineſs, we ſhall never enter into Heaven 
by Way of Happ:neſs. 1 

If you would lay up a Treaſure of Glory lp 

in Heaven, lay up a Treaſure of Grace it 
your Hearts. 1 2 


17 your Souls! are nch in Grace, wer will 

S ve rich in Glory. 

= The more you do for God in this World, 

the more God will do for you in the World 

to come. 

1 As Heaven is kept for the Saints by Chr iſt 
2 ſo they are kept for Heaven by the Spirit. 

| I In Heaven all God's Servants will be Rm 

BW ſati fied with his Dealings and Diſpen- 

= ations with them; and ſhall ſee how all 

3 | 3 like ſo many Winds, to bring 

mem to their Haven; and how, even the 

ougheſt Blaſts helped to bring them home- 

ward. 

nn Heaven God will never hide his Face 

more, nor the Devil ſhew his more. 

354 How can we expect to live with God in 

Heaven, if we love not to hve with him on 


If thou loveſt to worſhip God hers below, 
od will take thee up to worſhip him above. 
Thou ſhalt change thy Place, but not thine 
Employment. - 
== Heaven is a Day without a Cloud to dark- 
en it, and without a Night to end it. 
: 1 | We would be ſeated in the heavenly. Ca- 
25757, but are loath to be ſcratched with the 
Briers and Thorns of the Wilderneſs. 
In Heaven there is the Preſence. of all 
L Good, and the: Abſence of all Evil. 
4 | Grace and Glory differ but as the Bud 
and the Bloſſom: What is Grace but Glo- 


1 
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begun? What is Glory, but n 6 
fe _ . 

We may hope for a ns in Renta A = 
our Hearts are made ſuitable to the State | 1 1 
Heaven. 34 
If there will be any Grief in Heaven, furl 
it will be for this, that we have done no 
more for God on Earth. 8 


of HELL 


' They . will not fear 1 Puniſhment} 4 
in the — ſhall feel the T hreatnig f 
in the Puniſhment. 

In Heaven Holineſs is their everlaſlin | 
Temper, and Happineſs their everlaſting Por . 
tion, in Hell Sin is their eternal Tempe E I 
and Sorrow their eternal Portion. at 

The Reaſon why fo many fall into Hell 0 
is becauſe ſo few think of it. 9 f 

They fall deepeſt into Hell, that fall bail Y | 
Ward 8 Hell. E 

None are ſo near Heaven, as they that a5 
convinc'd ; none ſo near Hell, as thoſe wi) 
have quench'd Conviction. = - 

The Scorner's Seat ane next Hell Gate | 

We muſt fall into the Arms of Chriſt, om 
into the Flames of Hell. 

Lou may thank it a fad Thing to repent 1 
on Earth, but it is a ladder "YRS to 0 4 
in Hell. 3 


8 
5 * 
4 » MES 
8 2 + . 
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A Creature's Place is a low Place, but a 
inner's Place is a lower. 
Ws 'Tis a weak and wretched Thing, by falſe 


2 Peace, to ſecure eternal Sorrow. Fat 


m Containing ſome religious Obſervas 
> tions by Way of Stmile, 


S Rivers and Fountains coded from 
” the Sea, and return thither again ; ſo 
rue Grace in the Heart, as a Fountain, ſends 
Forth all its Streams towards God, the Ocean 
rom whence it flowed. 
= Chriſtian Graces are like Perfumes; the 
ore they are preſt, the ſweeter they ſmell ; 
ie Stars, that ſhine brighteſt in the dark; 
Rike Trees, the more they are ſhaken, the 
aeeper Root they take, and the more Fruit 
hey bear. 
As Snow is of itſelf cold, yet warms and 
| mes the Earth; ſo Afflictions, though 
In themſelves grievous, yet keep the Soul 
f the Chriſtian warm, and make it fruitful. 
= The caſting down of our Spirits in true 
umility, is but like throwing a Ball on the 
3 E *. - p 
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Ground, WS makes it e the high 
towards Heaven. =” 

As worldly Jo ends | in Sorrows, ſo god 4 | 

Sorrow ends i . | 4 
As it ſometimes rains when the Sun ſhines, 


ſo there may be Joy in a Saint's Heart When 1 5 


there are Tears in his Eyes. 
Confeſſion of Sin ſhould come like Wat 
from a Spring, that runs freely; and nai 


like Water from a Still, that is forced by wei 4 F 


Fire of Affliction. - E | 
As the Way to ſtop Bleeding, is by opel x 
ing a Vein, 10 the Way to ſtop unceaſonablſ 
Sorrow is to turn it againſt Sin. 
Sin 1s like a Bee, with Honey | in its Mouth, 
but a Sting in its Tail. T 
Many a Man ſhifts his Sins as Men 1 : 


their Cloaths ; they put off one to put on| I ? 


another : This is bot waiting upon the Devil 
in a new Lavery. | 
The Sins of a good Man are like Weed) 
in a Garden, which may hinder the Growth! 

of Fruits and Flowers, but (not permitted u 
get Head) cannot kill tliem. I 
The Pleaſure of Sin is like a Draught il 
{ſweet Poiſon. A 
As the Fly, that plays about the Candle, 
doth often burn its Wings at laſt; ſo ei 
Chriſtian, that parleys with Tempus 
is, in danger of having the Wings of bö 
Soul ſo ſhorten'd by the fiery Darts of the if k 
Devi, il 

2 


. " by Wap of Smile. A. Co. 

pern, chat he will not be able to riſe again 
Jowards Heaven, till God ſhall give him re- 
FE wel Aﬀetions. | 

þ As Noah's Dove could find no Reſt for. the 
sole of her Foot; ſo the Spirit of God can 
J * no Reſidence | in that Heart that! is delug d 
in Sin. 
Our Conſcience is as a Fire within us, our 
J 1 Pins as the Fewel; therefore, inſtead of 
N : warming, it will ſcorch us; onleſs the Fael 
be removed, or the Heat of it allay'd by pe- 

Wnitential Tears. | 
All true Chriſtians muſt be like Neab's 
Ark, that was pitched within and without, 
Gen. vi. 14. They muſt have a holy In- 
ade, and a holy Outſide; their Profeſſion 
WW... Practice muſt agree together. 
They that are Profeſſors only, and make 

Iſhew of Religion for ſiniſter Ends, are like 
Or pab; in Times of Affliction they will 
Wkiſs their Mother and be gone; they will 
oon take leave of the Church of God. But 
hey that are true Chriſtians are like Ruth ; 
bey will cleave to her, ſtay by her, live and 
| "with her, and never depart from her, 
$2: i. 14. 
| 3 As it is not putting on a Gown that makes 
I ja Scholar, but the inward Habits of the 
Wind ; ſo it is not putting on an outward 
8 Cloak of Profeſſion that makes a Chriſtian, 
Y bur the inward Grace of the Heart. 


1 As 


the Ark; ſo a Chriſtian finds no Contentment 


1 
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FA Neat s Dove found no, footing, but in 


but in Chrift. 
Our Hearts are like Inſtruments of Maſs 6 
well tun'd; they will make no Melody in 15 
che Ear of God, unleſs they be gently touch' = 
by the Finger of the Spirit. 1 
Chriſtians Hearts are as Iron; If they be =” 
once made hot with the Love of God, they 
will more eaſily be Joined together in Love b 
one another. = ; 
As the Sun ripens and ſweetens Fruits by WR 9 
ſhining upon them, without which the F. 
would be ſour and unſavory; fo it is tie _ 
Sunſhine of God's Love and Favour that Wl 
ſweetens all earthly Bleſſings, without which 
they would be but Croſſes and Curſes to them 
that poſſeſs them. ae 
_ God's Mercies are as Cords to draw us to 
him; but our Sins are as ſharp Swords that 83 
cut thoſe Cords. 4 
- Outward Comforts are like the rotten A 
Twigs of a Tree; they may be touched, but fe 
if they are truſted to, or reſted upon, they 2. 
will certainly deceive and fail us. By 
As Cankers breed in the ſweeteſt Roſes, Bo 
ſo Pride may ariſe out of the ſweeteſt 1 
Duties. Ney 
A zealous Soul without Meckneſs, is like 
a Ship in a Storm, in danger of Wrecks, A ca 
meek Soul without Zeal, is like a Ship in a #8 
8 1 Calm, Bi- 


BE livens. 


Cam, that moves not ſo faſt to its Harbour 
as it ought. ns 


Notional Knowledge is like the Light of 


: a Candle, which enlightens, but does not 
W warm; true and faving Knowledge is like 
WT the Sun, which not only enlightens but en- 


* 


As God commanded under the Law, that 


the Inwards of every Sacrifice ſhould be 
burnt, that they might be an Offering made 
% Fire, of ſweet Savour, unto the Lord, 
BS Levit. iv. 8. So he looks for no leſs now; 
For, unleſs we offer up our Hearts to him 
on the Altar of Chriſt's Merits with the Fire 
of Zeal, our Duties will never be acceptable 
to him. : £5 


As Old-Teſtament Saints had Sacrif wt 


der the Law; ſo New-Te/tament Saints have 
under the Goſpel : For every Duty in which 
BS Saints conſecrate themſelves, is called a Sa- 
criſice, Plalm iv. 5. cxvi. 17. Heb. xiit. 16. 
And we may parallel Law and Goſpel Sacri- 
fices thus, Repentance is a Treſpaſs-offering, 
Leal a Burnt-offering, Praiſe a Free-wll-offer- 
9 5 oo Sincerity the Oblations of unleavened 
read. 


As every Shred of Gold is precious, ſo is 


5 every Minute of Time. 


As it would be great Folly to ſhoe Horſes 


: (as Nero did) with Gold; ſo it would be, to 
3 ſpend Time in Trifles. 


E 3 A Chriſtian's 
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A Chriſtian's Birth is like the Ned. Sea, 
that brings him into the Wilderneſs; by = - 
Death is like Jordan, that brings him into 
Canaan. E 1 

As the Waters that ſunk the Men of the oli 
World, raiſed up Noab in the Ark; ſo Deal 
which finks Sinners into Hell, raiſes Saints ul 
to Heaven. © | 
As a Bafiliſe, if it hay a Man firſt, kl 2 

him, but, if a Man ſees it firſt, it doth hin 
no harm; fo, if we ſee Death firſt, and pr. 
pare for it we unſting | it, and it can do uM 
no hurt. . ; 

As Lamps fed with ſweet Oil, caſt a ſwee 
er Smell when they are put out; ſo af 
Death, the Memory of the Righteous i 0 
precious. : 

A wicked Man is like one that hangs 7 L | 
a deep Pit by a ſlender Cord with of 
Hand, and is cutting it with the other, as | 
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1 PAR TH 20 1995 
1. H Us E God for your Portion; re- i 
11; member that he is the only Happt- 
in nefs of a Rational and Immortal Soul. The 
Soul that was made for God can find no Hap- 
pPineſs but in God: It came from God, and 
can never be Happy but by returning to him 
again, and reſting in him, Mic. ii. 10. Ariſe, 
Vr this is not your Reſt, Col. iii. 0 If 
Ve then be riſen with Chrift, ſeek thoſe Things 
= which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the 
== 7:25: Hand of God: Set your Aﬀettions on 
ns Things above, not on Things on the Earth: For 
Ve are Dead, and your Life is hid with Chrift 

in God. ' 25 JO 
= God is All-ſufficient; get him for your 
Portion and you have all: Then you have 
infinite Wiſdom to direct you, infirite Know- 
ledge to teach you, infinite Mercy to pity and 
fave you, infinite Love to care for and com- 
fort you, and infinite Power to protect and 
keep you. If God be yours, all his Attri- 
butes are prog al his Creatures, all his 
Works of Providence, ſhall do you good, as 
you have need of them. He is ah eternal, 
full, ſatisfactory Portion. He is an ever-ti- 
E 4 ving, 


8 
7 
4 
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36 Serious Advice to Touth, 
ving, ever-loving, ever-preſent Friend; and 
without him you are a curſed Creature in for 
every Condition, and all Things will work |: 
againſt you. £ 
IT. Conſider, that by Nature you are dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins; a Child of Wrath, 3 
Stranger, and Enemy to God; and while 
ſuch, the Thoughts of God are terrible to 
you; you can expect nothing from him but 
Wrath and everlaſting Burnings. God is eve i 
angry with the Wicked: His Holineſs hats 1 
all Sin; his all- ſeeing Eye beholds it, and hi Nil 
| Juſtice will puniſh it. oF N 
While you are in a State of Nature you can 
do nothing but fin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. vii. 18. 
Every Thing is a Snare, and a wicked Heart 
is apt to be taken. Labour to be ſenſible of 
this, and let the Sinfulneſs of your Nature be 
your greateſt Burden. Strive and labour 
againſt this principally, Get Purity of Heart, 
and a holy Life will follow upon it; but if | 
you ſtrive only againſt outward Acts of Sin, Mf! 
' While your Heart is let alone, your Labour er 
will be in vain; your Heart will tire you out; 
or if it doth not, yet remember, that God's n 
Eye is in the Heart, and he hath provided a 
Hell for Hypocrites. Nothing more damna- 
ble than a wicked unrenewed Heart. .- 
III. Conſider, that Chriſt alone is you! 
Way to God. Juſtification, Pardon, and Ac- 
ceptance with God, is by Faith in him alone. 
Sanctification, and a new Nature, is by the 
| „ All . 


Ferious A to \ auth; 57 
Wower of his Spirit alone. Let Chriſt there- 
Wore be precious to your Soul. Labour for 
rue Faith in him. Take him for your Lord 
od Saviour; ſubmit to his Commands f in all 
r hings; and reſt your Soul upon him alone 
er Reconciliation and Peace with God. Open 
our Heart to the Motions of his Spirit wel- 
Wome that Principle of a holy and divine Life, 
Ind be ſure to improve his Motions, follow 
eis Drawings, and by no means grieve him. 
BS IV. Bc ſpeedy in your Repentance, and 
Wilizent in your Endeavours after Holineſs, 
Know the Time of God's gracious Viſitation. 
hile God is calling, Chriſt inviting, the 
ate of Heaven ſet open, the Miniſters of 
he Word exhorting, and the Spirit dra Es 
Snake haſte and delay not. 
= Conſider your Life is but ſhort, and * 
ether uncertain. To defer one Day t may be. 
t, % your everlaſting Undoing. When your 
if Life is once gone it will be in vain to think 
in, f Repenting, You ſhall then have no more 
Permons, no more Offers of Chriſt and Grace, 
eb. ix. 27. God will be patient, no more. 
And if God ſhould take away your Life to 
Borrow, you would periſh inexcuſably for re- 
uſing his Grace to Day. One Offer of Grace 
Wetus'd renders a Sinner inexcuſable, though 
od ſhould never offer his Mercy more, 6, 
rifle not with your Soul! Be not careleſs ok 
Fternal Happineſs. You have Heaven and 
ell, Life and Death before you, and it de- 


pends 


38 Jerions Advice to Buh. 
pends upon your own hearty Choice which 

ſhall be your Portion: And they are choſen | 
by the Choice of the Way which leads o 
them. Chuſe Life, and chuſe it ſpeedily, 
And remember once again, that you haw 
but one Life to chuſe in. Trifle not away L 
this Moment, upon which depends Eternity, 
Miſpend not your ſhort Time to your eternal 

Lofs. 5 | A 
Stand not upon a ſhort Labour, Difficult, il 
Self. denial, or Suffering, for your eternal 
Happineſs. God would have you fav'd ; Chi 
hath died for you to reconcile you to God; 

he is aſcended into Heaven to open a Do 

for your Soul to enter in at, and he is inte. 
ceding with the Father for all Grace an 

Mercy for you, if you refuſe him not. HM 

came into the World to ee and to ſave iu 
which is loſt, Luke xix. 10. Be fenfible «8 
your ſinful, loft damnable Condition wit. 
out him. O! make haſte to your Saviour, i 
yield to all his Demands, and take him a 
offered in the Goſpel, in all his Offices. | 
V. Endeavour to be truly and thoroughly i 
Religious, and be not diſcouraged at the Dit- 
ficulties of it. God's Grace ſhall be ſufficient 
for your Help; his Promiſes ſhall be your 
fweet Encouragement ; Peace of Conſcience, bl 
and Communion with God, ſhall be you' 
ever preſent Cordials. The Trouble and 
Pains of Religion ſhall be but ſhort, and you' Blu 
Reward ſhall be glorious and eternal. Re- 
| | member ; 


mes Ks . . ¾% , —ᷣmůu)rꝗſ ...,... 


ßeren it 


member that of the Apoſtle, when Religion 
gb Afiidions that are but for a Moment ſhall 
WT work out for us a. far more exceeding and eter- 
fer wth Chri/t aue ſhall alfo reign with hint, 
2 Tim: it. 12. And the Sufferings of this pre- 
Ven, Life are not worthy to be compared with 
= be Glory which ſhall be revealed, Rom. viii. 18. 
„Lee allo, Jia. xlii. 2, 3. ben thou paſeſt 
RS through the Waters I will be with thee; and 
48 Zbrough the Rivers, they ſball not overflow 
bee; when thou walkeſt through the Fire thou = 
„halt not be burnt, neither ſhall the Flame 
= kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
== he holy One of lirael thy Saviour. Never 
are we more joyful than when we deny our 
joy for Chriſt's Sake! And if theſe Arguments 
== will not prevail, then conſider, that all the 
4 M$ Pains and Difficulties of Religion will be found 

„in the End far more tolerable than Hell. 
= VI. Devote your young Years to a good 
Cod, and your loving Saviour. The firſt 
Fruits are to be offered to him. The green 
„Ears of your Youth are to be carried to his 
== Sanctuary, Think it not pity that the vain 
Delights and finful Pleaſures of Youth 
== ſhould be loft : You ſhall but exchange them 
for ſpiritual Delights, which are far more 
my <cxccllent, inward and laſting. The Joy of 

= the Holy Ghoſt, the Rejoicing of a 
W Conſcience, Communion with God, the 
Senſe 


| 
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def of his Love, and the Hope of Heaven 
are far better than the Pleaſuſck of Sin, and 
will more than recompenſe your 'Lok of 
youthful and carnal Delights. And confide WM 


Os. ODOR a 6. —1Q—— 


this ſeriouſly, that none have uſually more s 
Comfort in their Souls than thoſe, who ar: 


willing to loſe their ſinful Comforts for Gol 
and their Soul's Sake. Y 
Remember that you muſt give an Accdunt - 


to God how you ſpend your Youth, as well 


as for old Age. Conſider, as young as you 
are, how many Years are already ſpent; and 


SlatiAccount you are able to give to Go 


of them. One Day ſpent in Sin is too much 
and the Sins of one Hour deſerve a Hell 


Younger than you are dead and gone. Let 3 
the Thoughts of them mind you ſerjoufly of 
your Account. Your Call to God's Bu * 


may be next. Are you ready? Think often 


what Expence of Time may be beſt account- 


ed for to God; and fo ſpend your younger | 
Days, as you will wiſh you had ſpent them 
when. you come to die and be judged, = 
| Suppoſe God ſhould call you away ſudden: . 
ly, what Sentence could you expect from 
him? Are you ready, if the Bridegroom 


ſhould now come? Matth. xxv. 6. It will 
be no Excuſe at Judgment, if you be found 
in your Sins, to ſay, Lord, I was but young. Bi 
He that is old enough. to fin is od 


enough for Hell. You cannot make ſore 
of God's Love, and an Intereſt in Chriſt 
too 


Serious Advice to. Dub. 6 
oo ſoon. You wanne Lone Soul too 
Conſider. thoſe young. Ones tin a 
IE who are commended for their early Piety. 
7 Samuel was miniſtring to God in his Child- 
hood, 1 Sam. li. 1 I Joſiab had a tender 
_ Heart for God in his tender Years, 2 Kings 
W-xii. 19. Children ſang Hoſannas to Chriſt, 
Math. xxi. 15. Timothy was a Saint betimes, 
=: Tim. iii. 15. And let theſe young Ones 
be your Pattern. 
The young Diſciple was the loved Diſciple. 
God takes great Delight in an early Convert. 
All your Life is due to God, let him there- 
ore have all that ſtill remains, and boy by 
Pardon that any of it hath been deny deb 
KRepentance is eaſieſt in Youth. Sin is leſs 
Pooted, Satan not ſo fortify'd, Grace not ſo 
nuch lighted, the Spirit not ſo much grie- 
ed, and the Conſcience not o much har- 
z a lened. 
= Be ſure chaos! to give God your Youth. 
Reſolve now. to be ſeriouſly: religions. Now 
eg for the Pardon of your Sins, and the Spi- 
Wit of Holineſs ; and though the generality of 
= outh take another Courſe, yet be not ſway'd 
=" the Multitude, and carried down the 
ag tream towards Hell; ; let them go, you ſhall 
Wave better Company. The Saints of God: 
q ill love you, the Angels of God will guard 
ou, and the Preſence of God himſelf ſhall 
e with you, 


And 
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And if you find yourſelf ſtill inclin'd to be 
as the moſt are, 9 to do as the moſt do, 
conſider, that you cannot have that Pleaſure 
in Sin which — may. You have es 
good Education, and good Inſtructions; 
Conſcience hath been more aud, and Wl 
will not ſuffer you to enjoy the Pleaſures of 
Sin, as others, who are more ignorant, and 
worſe educated, may. Conſcience will mix t« 
Gall with your Honey; when you go to WW 
Prayer, in the Evening, upon your Bed ; 
when alone and retired, or in the Dark, i 
will read fad Lectures to you, and make you 
review your paſt Delights with Bitterneſs. 

Labour therefore to approve yourſelf 0 
God in Youth ; and though others may con- Wi 
demn you, yet God (from whoſe Mouth on. et 
y you muſt live or die) will acquit an” 
juſtify you. = 

4 as a Concluſion * this Advice, d 

me perſuade you to conſider, that a forſakin 4 
of Sin, when you are moſt capable of Pleaſut Wi 
or Honour by it, and a turning to God when ; Hon 
you are moſt capable of enjoying the World, F< 
will clearly evidence the Truth of your Con-: BP ©" 
verſion. So that a timely Converfion to God wy 
in Ycuth, as it is moſt eaſy, fo it is leaſt qu- i 
ſtionable; for it now appears that God J 
loved for himſelf, and Chriſt is preferr*d abow ll 
the Fleſh, and Grace above the et _ $ 
lights of the World. | 


Part 
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: Pauli us: 
I. Make the Word of God the Rule of 
all you do. 5 1 ER 
II. Whatever you do, be ſure to do it in 
che Strength of Chriſt. Without me (fanh 
BS Chriſt) ye can do nothing, Jobn xv. 5. i. e. 
nothing well, nothing that is acceptable to 
God. If you do not bear Fruit as a Branch 
Win Chriſt, your Fruit will be but bad, and un- 
ſavoury in God's Account; and you cannot 
bear Fruit, as a Branch in Chriſt, unleſs all 
our Sap and fructifying Power be drawn 
from him by an active Faith. Paul could do 
= Things through Chriſt that ſtrengtben d bim, 
Phil. vi. 13. He could bear the Devil's Buf- 
fetings by ſeicient Grace from Chriſt, 2 Cor, 
ii. 9. But, of himſelf, he could not ſo much 
Was think a good Thought, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
== Nature is but a dry Root of Goodneſs; 
no gracious Actions ſpring from thence. 
Grace depends upon continual Supplies that 
iow from Chriſt, as Sap from the Root, or 
heams from the Sun. If Chriſt withdraws, 
Hour Grace preſently languiſhes, grows faint 
Ind unactive. Know therefore, and mind 
t before you go to work, from whence your 
trength muſt come, and fetch it in by Faith. 
WV ithout this Practice you ſhall fall in ſmall 
4 Jemptations, and with it ſtand in great ones. 
Pe frong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
W's Migbt, and nothing ſhall be too hard for 
vou, 


, 
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you. Mountains ſhall be Plains, and Vallis {W 
filled up. All things ſhall be poſſible to him 
that believes, and relies upon that Power u 
Which nothing i 1s impoſſible. = 
III. As you are to act in the Power « 
Chriſt, ſo you are to preſent your 1 47 1 
God in the Name of Chriſt, Col. iii. T 
Your moſt coſtly Sacrifices are but 40 8: 
in the Noſtrils of a holy God, if they be I 
perſumed by the fragrant Incenſe of his I. V 
terceſſion: Your faireſt Righteouſneſs but w. 
filthy Rags, if his Righteouſneſs doth be 
cover it: Your Duties muſt be dyed in H 
Blood of Chriſt, they muſt be enriched wit 
his precious Merits, or they will be too mea 
for God to look upon, unleſs with Indign-WW Lc 
tion. In the Lord have 1 Ri 1 . 
Strength, Iſa. xlv. 24. 7 
IV. Whatever you do, d% ail to the Gl 
of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. The beſt Action i 
W done, if not for a good End; and no En 
18 religiouſly Good without this. That Duff ing 
that does not begin and end in God, is to 
Part of Godlineſs. Look therefore to you 
End, and never ſatisfy yourſelf that you hal 
Ane much, unleſs you have done it well. 
It is the Deſign of the Goſpel to take Mal 
wholly off himſelf, and caſt him no 1 | 
upon God and Chriſt. All Idols muſt "i 4 7 
caſt down, that God alone may be exalted. 4 
Self. emptineſs and God's Fulneſs, Salf. deb. | 


_ and Chriſt's Sufficiency, Self- um ighte⸗ 
oulneßff 


C 
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ouſneſs and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, are the 
W great Convictions of the Goſpel ; and to 
make Self nothing, and God all in Point of 
= Wiſdom, Strength, Righteouſneſs and Glory, 
ss the great Command and Duty of it. 
And by theſe Things examine all you do: 
By whoſe Rule have I acted? By whoſe 
Strength have I ated? In whole Name have 
I acted? And for whoſe Glory have I acted ? 
What Faith, what Humility, what Self-denial, 
RS what Love of God and Chriſt, hath there 
been in all my Actions? 


Ti beſo are general Rules of Action. 


= V. Endeavour to make every Day the 
Lord's to ſpend it well, and to get nearer 
vs Heaven by it. 


And to this End accept kindly of this 
Advice. 
ti. As ſoon as ever you awake in the Morn- 
ing lift up your Heart to God, and open it 
to him. As much as poſfibly you can, avoid 
all Thoughts about the World until your 
Morning Devotions are over. For you will 
find by Experience that, if the World gives 
our Soul the firſt Salute, and be embraced 
with Kindneſs in your Morning Affections, 
pt will greatly deaden your Heart in the 
orning Duties. 
2. As ſoon as you are up, preſent your 
Veſires to God, in the Name of Chriſt, for 
F what- 
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66 Serious Advice to Youth. | 
whatever your Soul feels the want of, and | 
give God his due Praiſes for his Mercies to- 
wards you the Night paſt. Thus David I 
Pſal. v. 3. My Voice ſhalt thou hear in ih 
Morning, O Lord; in the Morning will I d. 
rect my Prayer unto thee, And for Thank(. 
giving, Pſal. xcil. 1, 2, [tis a good Thing 
give Thanks unto thee, O Lord------to hen 
forth thy loving Kindneſs in the Morning. 1: 
3. Let no Day go without reading ſom 
Portion of the Scriptures : And it is no gr 
Matter, whether you read it before you p E. 
in the Morning, or juſt after; your omit w. 
Inclination and Experience will direct you; gi 
but be ſure it be done. You will find it vi he 
profitable to begin the Day with ſuch 1 
Converſe with God. Prov. vi. 22, pu 
When thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee. SM oy 
Fobn v. 39. the Command of Chriſt ; yo 
Foſhua i. 8. the Command of God, with th; 
Promile. „ 
The Scripture diſcovers Sin, and the Dane 
vil's Devices and Malice; it diſcovers Duty ve. 
and the Love of God and Chriſt; and it d th: 
covers your Strength and Encouragemenb = 
There are the Promiſes of afliſting av diy 
crowning Grace. By theſe, the Spirit ach lie; 
the Devil is conquered, and the Soul is con- Pe 
forted. Through theſe, the Eye of Fai 
can ſee the Love of Chriſt, the Grace 
God, and the Glory of Heaven. In th 
are the Food, the Phyſick, and the Arms - : 


Th 
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W the Chriſtian's Soul. Theſe are the Word 
of Reconciliation, Grace and Truth, and 

che Power of God to Salvation: Therefore, 
every Day look into theſe, praying for the 
W Spirit's Teachings, and mixing Faith with 
what you read, 

4. Let all your ordinary or worldly Buſi- 
By neſs of the Day be done with Integrity of 
Heart, and a Reſpe& to God, whoſe Servant 
vou ought to be in all Things. Pal. Ixxviii. 
72. Do all Things as to the Lord, as in his 
Eye, and according to his Will; and your 
whole Day's Work will be as it were a reli- 
[7 =_ Worſhip : This Reſpect will make all 
holy. | 
5. Have a Care every Day that nothing 
vut you into a Paſſion: Do nothing with an 
= over Eagerneſs of Mind; and be ever upon 
"SS your Guard againſt ſudden Accidents. And 
i this can never be obtained but by committing 
= yourſelf, and your Affairs, into God's Hand 
and Care every Day; believing that he go- 
verns all Things wiſely, and will ever do 
that which is beſt for you. 
BS The Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
divine Providence, muſt every Day be be- 
BY lieved by him that would live every Day in 
Peace and Tranquillity of Soul. 


ail 3 6. Every Evening to your Prayers again, 
e and to your Praiſes for that Day's Mercies : 


n | RY 4 . : 
re FJeros were appointed their Evening Sa- 
: 2 crifices, 


68 Ferious Advice to Youth, 
crifices, as well as Morning, Exod. xxx. 7, 8, 
Twice a Day is as little as can be allowed to 
thoſe who are commanded to pray continu. 
ally, Phil. iv. 6. The. v. 17. And ever; i 
Prayer ſhould have its Praiſes in it, P/al 
xcii. 1, 2. I is good to give Thanks unto 1b 
Lord-----to ſhew forth bis Faithfulneſs even 
Night, A Child will aſk his earthly Father: 
Bleſſing at Morning and Night; and iti 
better Manners, and to better Purpoſe, » Mt 
aſk our heavenly Father's Bleſſing as often, 
We are ever in want, and God is ever giving; 
Prayers therefore, and Praiſes, are ever ſuit 
able and becoming. FS 
Let no Day go without Obſervatio, Wl 
and Review of God's Carrriage towards 50 
and of yours towards him; of Mercies an WW 
Afflictions ; and of your Duties, and te 
Frame of Heart in them; of your Sins a 
Inclinations to Sin; and fo likewiſe of ] Cc 
| ſpecial or remarkable Providence of God the 
| lated to you by others, or ſeen or read of H mc 
yourſelf, And let God have the Glory dm 
what is good. In Afflictions be humble, E fat 
aſhamed and grieved for Sins; and conſid lig 
what God's ſpecial Providences ſpeak to you. 
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Occaſional Reflection, Nc. 69 


CHAP. IV. 


containing ſome Occaſional Reflec- 
= tons, Directions, Means and Signs 


of Grace, &c. 


Proper Reflections fer poor Saints. 


1 UT WAR D good Things are no 
* Sign of God's ſpecial Love. The Sun 
of Proſperity ſhines upon the Brambles of the 
Wilderneſs, as well as upon the Flowers of 
the Garden; and the Snow of Affliction falls 
opon the Garden as well as upon the Wil- 
derneſs. 

What though the Streams of Creature 
Comforts run low with thee, ſo thou haſt 
the more from the Spring-head? There is 

more Comfort in one Drop that diſtils im- 
mediately from God, than from ten Thou- 

ſand Rivers that flow from Creature De- 
lishts. 

= God doth ſometimes on purpoſe ſhew us 

che Creatures Emptineſs, that we may go to 

his Fulneſs. He makes us ſee the Creatures 
to be broken Ciſterns, that we may know him 
to be the Fountain: And that we may feed 

I Pore largely upon ſpiritual Dainties, he may 

b. Leny us carnal ones. 


F 3 What 


50 Occaſional "Reflettions, .&c. | 

What though God deny thee the earthly BW 
Jewel, if he gives thee the heavenly Crown? 
—.— If thou haſt no Portion here thou ſhalt: | 
have a Kingdom hereafter ; and God is thy 
Portion here, and ſo long thou ſhalt no i 
want any good Thing. Creature Comforts 
at the beſt, and to the beſt, are only delight- 
ful, not ſatisfying ; pleaſant, not gainful! 


What if all thy Friends forſake thee, of 
long as God (who is better than all) ſtani G. 
by thee ? ---- Whatever Enjoyment Friend | 
afford, that God does much more, Do they W 
love thee ? He died for thee, Do they pit P. 
thee in thine Afflictions ? In all % Afi: ¶ tic 
he is affiieted, Iſa. lxiii. 9g. --- What wouldel We 
thou have a Friend for? For Converſe ? 0 his 
taſte and fee how good and pleaſant a Thing of 
it is to have Communion with God! Hen fre 
(if thou can ſt, and not be raviſh'd) the ſ wert In 
Voice, I am thine and thou art mine. O th 
feel the Pantings of his Heart, and hear the H: 
Soundings of his Bowels ! ----- Wouldſt thu WY eſt 
have a Friend to pour out thy Breaſt into? of 
O! who is ſo fit for that as God? He wil! 
bear part of thy Burden if thou art laden, Jl 
or he will add new Strength to ſuſtain it. Fe 
His Love, his Converſe, his Society, is Lie 
itſelf; and ſuch a Life as is made up of no- 
thing but Sweetneſs and Delight, 4 
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Occaſronal ReflefHions, &c. 71 
The Myſtery of a Cbriſtian. 


1. He lives in another, Gal. ii. 20. He 
W is Wiſe in another, 1 Cor. 1. 30. He is 
; WY Righteous in another, Rom. x. 4. He is 

Strong in another, J. xlv. 24. 

= 2. He is very low in Humility, but very 

high in Hope. He knows he is undeſerving 
of the leaſt Mercy, yet expects the greateſt, 
= Gen. xxxii. 10, 12. 

3. He is in the World, but not of the 
World, John xv. 9. In the World as a 
Pilgrim, but not as a Citizen. His Habita- 
tion is below, but his Converſation above. 
4. He is Meek, but Vebement; Meek in 
his own Cauſe, yet Vehement in the Cauſe 
of God. (As Moſes, who was dead to Af- 
a WE fronts, deaf to Reproaches, and blind to 
et Injuries.) He will comply with any Thing 
that is civil, but with nothing that is ſinful. 
be He will ſtoop to the Neceſſities of the Mean- 
u eſt, but will not yield to the finful Humours 
of the Greateſt. 
u 5. He works out his Salvation with Fear 
en, and Trembling, yet believes in Chriſt without 
Fear and Trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He 
does much for God, yet counts himſelf an 
no- vn profitable Servant. He works as if he was 
to live here always, yet worſhips as if he was 
so die To-morrow, 
3 7 6. When 


72 Occaſional Refhectiont, &cc. 
6. When he is weak then is he ſtrong, 2 Cor. 


= or 

Xil. 10. When he is moſt ſenſible of his ME - 
own Weakneſs, and moſt dependent on £ 
Chriſt's Strength, then he ſtands the ſafeſt. 
7. When he is moſt vile in his own Eyes fe 
he is moſt glorious in the Eyes of God. in 


When Jeb abhorred himſelf then God raisd WR 
him, 70 xlii. 6. When the Centurion . b. 
thought himſelf the moſt unworthy, Chriſt . ſe 
ſaid, I have not found ſo great Faith, no mi ML 
In Iſrael, Matth, vii. 8, 10. 1 

8. He is content with his Condition, yet 
longs and prays for a better, 2 Or. v. 4. 

6. His Loſſes are Gains; (as Job's, fo 
Xl. 12.) His Falls are Riſings; (as Peter's, 
Feb. xxi. 17.) His Afflictions are Promotions; 
(as Facob's, All thoſe Things are againſt ne, 
ſaith he, Gen. xlii. 36. yet all thoſe Thing 
were for him.) His Diſappointments are Pre- 
ferments; (as Meſes's ; though he did not g 
to Canaan, as he defir'd ; yet he went to He 
ven, which was better, Deut. xxxiv. 4, 5.) 

10. He cannot fin, 1 John iii. 9. yet he We 
cannot but fin, I John i. 8. He cannot fin We 
habitually, and with full conſent of Will; yet 
he cannot but fin aually through Weaknels. 

11. He ſaith, O wretched Man that I an, 
Who fhall deliver me? Rom. vii. 24. Let 
he ſaith, O Hefſed Man that I am, Who ſtul 
condemn me? Rom. viii. 34. 4 

12. He grieves, yet rejoices under the 
Strokes of his heavenly Father's Hands. He 


grieves 


Occaſronal Reflections, &c. 73 
4 grieves that his Father's Hand ſtrikes him, 
yet rejoices that it is the Hand of a Father, 
= Heh. xii. 6, 7. : 
= 13. He knows there is no abſolute Per- 
fection in this Life, yet is continually reach- 
ing after it, Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 
= 14. The leſs his Burden grows the more 
he feels it. The leſs Sta he hath the more 
ſenſible he is of Sin; not that Sin grows, but 
Light, Holineſs, and Tenderneſs is increas'd, 
1 Tim. i. 15. 
135. He is content to live, yet willing to 
die. He deſires to ſerve Chriſt here, yet de- 
ſires more to depart, and to be with him in 


Heaven, Phil. i. 23. 


Some Doubts and Fears of a tender Conſcience 

B anſwer'd. | > 

1. I fear Chriſt is not willing to ſave me. 

Anſio. What is this but limiting, or ſetting 

BZ Bounds to infinite Mercy? --- What greater : 
Signs of his Willingneſs would you have than ; 

e thoſe he hath already given you? He hath 


died, and purchaſed Salvation for you, Heb. 
t i. 9. 1 John ji. 2. He calls and intreats | 
you to come and accept of it, Matth. xi. 28. 
„ He faith he will not caſt you out, John vi. 4 
et 37. He complains that you will not come, ; 
Fobn v. 40.----And wilt thou yet ſay, he f 

is not willing ?----- If thou art willing, he 
e ever Was otherwiſe,.----- Be of good Comfort, 

Deo calleth thee, IIa. lv. 1. Hy! every one that | 


thirſt- 


74 Occaſional Reflections, &c. 
thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, and be that 
bath no Money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy Wine and Milk without Money and 
without Price. Bring only yourſelf 
come out of need, as all do; as the Pro- 
digal did. | is 
2. But I am fo unworthy---- _ BY 7, 
Anſav. If you would have nothing but I 
what you are worthy of, you muſt have no- 71 
thing but Hell. What was Abraham, ot 
Saul, or any, worthy of, before the Lord 
called them? Say not, I am unworthy. Ar 
thou willing? Rev. xxii. 17. Whoſoever nil, 
tet him take of the Water of Life freely. Ly 
3. But my Sins are very great; and I an 
confounded at the Sight of them. Alas! how 
can I think of a Pardon ?--- FT 
Anſw. Are thy Sins great? the more nec! 
thou haſt of a Saviour, Greater Sinners hav: 
been pardoned, Manaſſeb and Saul.----- But WB * 


94 1 
P 2 
— 


your Sins be as Scarlet they ſhall be as white 0 x 
S70wW, though they be red the Crimſon they al ; 1 
be as Wool. 1 John i. 7. The Blood of Jeſu Bi 4 
Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. Bleß 
God for that Word All, ; 
4. But I have a proud, hard, dead Heart. 
Anſio. Put that among your Sins, and 
come to Chriſt. | 


277 


, 
7 F 
_—_ 
1 
> 
2 TY F 

. 8 
s 1 
, = 

5 

-»f 

45 

2 

55 

52 

W's 

- 3 

= 

: 5A 

Ke” 


Occaſh — Refteflions, Ne. | 4 


| My Sins are many as well as great, I 
: an daily ; ; fo fin that I muſt ſuffer. 
Aua. Vea, if there were none to appear 
for thee. Luke vii. 47. Her Sins which were 
= many are forgiven ber. 1 Jobn i. 7. Chriſt 
Dis a daily Advocate, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 1f 
= ry Man fin we have an 3 with the 
$ Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he is 
WB be Prepitiation for our Sins. This Scrip- 
ture ſhould be as daily Bread for Believers to 
ie upon. 5 
6. I have ſinn'd againſt Light and Cal 
BS viction. 
= Ar/w. So did David and Peter, who yet 
WE were pardon'd. 
7. But I am a Reval and Backſlider. 
BS Anſw. Fer. iii. 1.---Thou haſt played the 


Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again 


eunto me, ſai th the Lord. Hoſ. xiv. 4. I will” 


Leal their Backſlidings, I will love them Jreely. 

S8. I am afraid of departing from God again. 

1G Af. Fer. xxxii. 40. - will make an 

everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 

ot turn away from them to do them good, but 

MI 42:1] put my Fear into their Hearts, that 

ey. ſpall not depart from me. 

b 9- I have no Strength. 

= _ -#/. 17. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall one ſay, 

yl / tbe Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, 

4 10. I am afraid to die. 

= -/w. P/al. xxiii. 4. Yea, though I walk 

Y ro ugh the Valley of the 8 hadnw of Death 1 
; will 
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76 Occaſional RefleFions, &c. 
dnl fear no Evil, for thou art with me. Phil, 
i. 23. I am in à Strait between two, having a 
Defire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
7s far better.----When you die God fhall 
be with you; and Chriſt ſhall be with you; 
and you ſhall be with God and Chriſt for ever, 


The Difference between Inherent and Inputed 
Righteouſneſs. 

1. Inherent Righteouſneſs ſanctifies, im. 
puted Righteouſneſs juſtifies. 

2. Inherent Righteouſneſs makes us ſhine 
before Men, imputed Righteouſneſs makes 
us ſhine before God. . 

3. Inherent Righteouſneſs pleaſes God, 
imputed Righteouſneſs appeaſes him. 1 
4. Inherent Righteouſneſs diſcharges from 
Hypocriſy, imputed Righteouſneſs from Guilt. 
5. Inherent Righteouſneſs makes us pray, 
imputed Righteouſneſs makes our Prayer: 
evail. | | 
6. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Sincerity, 
imputed Righteouſneſs our Perfection. | 
7. Inherent Righteouſneſs reſpects the Law, 
imputed Righteouſneſs anſwers the Law. 
8. Inherent Righteouſneſs is the Evidence 
of our Salvation, imputed Righteouſneſs the 
| Foundation of it. 

4 9. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Joy, im- 
puted Righteouſneſs our Glory, 1/a. xlv. 25. 
10. Inherent Righteouſneſs is to be loved, 

4 imputed Righteouſneſs to be truſted. 


11, In- 


Occaſional Reflections, &c. 77 
11. Inherent Righteouſneſs is imperfect, 


imputed Righteouſneſs perfect. 


12. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Quali- 
fication for Heaven, imputed Righteouſneſs 


our Title to it. 


Dire&ions for thoſe that are ME Convictions 
„/ Conſcience. 


1. Don't preſume, you are not yet come 
to the heavenly Canaan. 
2. Don't deſpair, you are in the Way to it. 
. Beware of ill Company. 


4. Fear falling e Heb. iv. 1. Preſerve 


a tender Frame. 


5. Keep up Prayer. Be much in Ejacu- 
lations. 
6. Don't reſt in c nor Duties, 
nor any Thing ſhort of Chriſt. 
Be much in Humiliation and Confeſſiog. 


8. Remember to keep holy the Lord's 
Day. 


9. Study your Soul's Caſe, and labour to 


get your Hearts affected with it, and morti- 
hed to the World. 


10. Remember the great Day of Accounts, 
Eccl. xii. 14. 


11. Prepare for, and think not ſtrange of 


Trials, Heb. x. 32. 


12. Let not Religion be our Diverſſon, 
but your BY Hines. v yo * 


Directions 
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Directions to keep from Sin. 


. Run not into Temptations. 
2. Maintain a conſtant Watch againſt 
and Fear of Sin. 
Beware of Pride and Preſumption. 15 
4. Avoid and abhor Slothfulneſs. = 
5. Remember you ſtand by Faith, You WE 
Strength is in Chriſt, look to him for it. 


28 


CY 


Means to gain Repentance. 

1. Sit with Care, Conſtancy, and Con- 
ſcience, under the Word of Truth and Got 
pel of Grace. 

2. Study the Nature of God. 

St Jooſe to the World. + 

4. Conſider the Shortneſs of Life, and th: 
Limitation of the Day of Grace. f 
g. Be much in the Buſineſs of Self- Ex:- 
mination, Pal. iv. 4. Stand in ade and fil 
not, Commune 1 with Jour o Heart upon your 
Bed, and be ſtill. Lam. iii. 40. Let us ſearch ani 
try our Hearts, and turn again unto the Lord. ! 
6. Seriouſly expect approaching Judgment. WF 15 
7. Think much of Death and Eternity. ® 
38. Waſh thy Heart in the Blood of Jeſus, de 
and take every Day a turn on Mount Cafvar). Wl 


9. Seriouſly apprehend the Poſſibility, nay, fe 
the Probability ; nay, the abſolute Certainty Wi U 
of a Pardon through Chriſt. 3 : 

| 


lo. Sue for Repentance at the Hand of 
God: Say with Ephraim, Turn thou me 15 | 
4 
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W 7 ſpall be turned, for thou art the Led 1. | 
= God, Jens xxxi. 18. 


Means to live at Peace. 


1. Mind your own Buſineſs, 1 Thep.. iv. 1 f. 
= 2. keep your Tongue from Evil, 1. Pet. 
$4 111. 10. 
: . Don't- contend for every Trifle, whe- 
ther it be Matter of Right or Opinion. 
4. If others negle& their Duty to you, be 
ſure that you perform yours to them. To 
render Railing for Raving 1s to return Sin 
for Sin. 
= +5. Make your Enemy fee acl feel your 
Love to him, Rom. xii. 20. 
= 6. Beg of God for univerſal Charity. 
J. Be humble. 
8. By Faith wait for the Providence of God. 


Means to be content, 


1. Conſider you have what God allots you; 
what his Providence allows you. Your Croſ- 
ſes and Comforts are mix'd by his Hands. It 
n. is the Will of God that thou ſhouldſt be thus 
and thus. Labour then to have that dearer 
1, to thee than any Thing in the World. 

1 2. Conſider, that if you had fewer Com- 
„ forts, and more Croſſes, you ought to be 
'S thankful; for do you know what you have 
= deſery' d? 'Tis of the Lord” $ Mercy that you 
are not conſu med, 


3. What- 
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F. 
- £ 


* <4 


n een 
' MA ITE * 


FF, 
IN 
*. 


80 Occaſronal Reflections, &c. 
3. Whatever comes, take it as from the 
Hand of God. Aſſure yourſelf, that with- 
out his Permiſſion and Direction it could not 
come. 5 
4. Prepare to receive the Will of God, 
13 look for Changes and Alterations in the 
World. 

Faith is another Means to quiet, ſatisfy 
and content the Mind. That aſſures us, tha 
that which is confiſtent with the Love of 
God may well be borne. Outward Loſſes 
and Afflictions are conſiſtent with the Love 
of God. Whom the Lord loveth he chaſtenell, 
Heb. x11. 6. We are all ſubject to Altera WW 
tions; our Life, Health, Eſtate, Friends, Fa- 
milies, and all we have, are liable to Change. 
Let us then fix upon aGod that never change, 
that never fails, who is from everlaſting © 
everlaſting. Let us depend upon a God that ¶ ww 
depends upon none, And, what though out Wi tic 
Houſe be not ſo with God as it hath been; 
yet, if he hath made with us an everlaſting w 
Covenant, we have great reaſon to be con- no 
tent with all his outward Dealings with us WF P, 
2 Sam. xxili. 5. N 


Means to preſerve Mercies. 
1. Be thankful for them. 5 
2. Receive them as Mercies, not as Due. 
3. Prepare to part with them”: 1:9 E- 
4. Expect the Continuance of Mercis L 
flow God; he is the Strength of our "= : 
SOT f 
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the Staff of our Bread, the Breath of our No- 
ſtrils, and the Length of our Days. 


Signs of Sincerity. 

1. Prayer is a Sign of Sincerity; if it be 
ſecret, Matth, vi. 6. Frequent, Ads x. 2. 
Fervent, Rom. viii. 26. 

2. A Willingneſs to be ſearched by God, 

= P/al. cxxxix. 23. By the Righteous, Pſal. 
cxli. 5. By Miniſters, As x. 33. By Con- 
ſcience, P/al. Ixxvii. 6. By the Scriptures, 
W John iii. 19, 20, 21. Sincere Souls love fin- 
cere Dealings. 

1 . A Senſe of Sin; particularly of ſpiritual 
Sins, Mark ix. 24. Rom. vii. 21. And of 
„original Sin, Rom. vii. 24. eſpecially when it 
. 50 to Chriſt, ver. 2 5. 

5 When a Man i is moſt ſenſible of, and 
a wack againſt his own Sin, his conſtitu- 
u' WR tional Sin, the Beam in bis own Eye. | : 
WW 5. Univerſal Tenderneſs. When a Man f 
will not plead for any Sin, P/al. cxix. 128. ; 
nor quarrel with any of the Commandments, 
us, Pal. cxix. 6. AFFs ix. 6. 

6. 'Tis a Sign of Sincerity when a Man 
3 _— Affliction rather than Sin, Dan. iii. 
17. 1 
= 7. When a Man relies upon Chriſt for 
Strength againſt Sin. 
= 8. When a Man loves God above all, and 
1 4 others e for what is God-like 
in them, 
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God. 


above all. 
13. 
Meekneſs. 


ward Sign) when a Man dares neither boal 


. Short Queſtions whereby to know whether ti 


When a Man delights in the Word of 


10, When he makes Conſcience to watch 
his Heart in Duty. 


11, When a Man's Thoughts run frech 
on heavenly Things. 


12. When the Glory of God is prefernd 
When a Man' s Profeſſion is jon 'd with 
14. A well governed Tongue (for an out 


of himſelf, nor cenſure others, James i ili. 2, 
Matth. xii. 36. 

15. Conſtancy in the Ways of God, 1» 
XXVIi. 6, 10.----Such a Man can never be! 
Hypocrite. | 


Heart be truly changed. 

. Hath thine Heart been turn'd into Sor 

row 285 Nin? 
2. Hath thy Sorrow turned into Prayer 

. Hath thy Prayer turned into Faith! 


4. Hath thy Faith iſſued in univerſal Tet 
derneſs and Obedience ? 


We of Faith, 
To thoſe that lee 


r. Chriſt is precious. 
2. The Ward is ſweet. 
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3. Sin is bitter. 
4. Prayer is delightful. 
5. Saints are dear. 
WH 

7 

8 


6. Religion is their Buſineſs. 
. The World is a. broken Idol. 
Death is welcome.---- Or thus, 


b- _ They that believe, 

Have Chriſt in their Hearts; Heaven in 
W their Eye; and the World under their Feet. 
W God's Spirit is their Guide; God's Fear is 
their Guard; God's People are their Compa- 
W nions; God's Promiſes are their Cordials; 
W Holineſs is their Way, and Heaven is their 
Home. 


Signs of Love to Chriſt. 
. They that love Chriſt, 
1. Love to think of him. 
= 2. They love to hear of him. 
3. They love to read of him, 
of | 
4. They love to ſpeak ' for Chim. 
to 
5. They love the Preſence of Chyiſt. 
6. They love the Yoke of Chriſt. 
7. They love the Miniſters of Chriſt. 
0. They love the Name of Chriſt. 
9. They hate Sin. 
10, They are pleaſed when Chriſt is pleas'd. 
11. They aregriey'd when Chriſt is griev'd. 
= 12. They long to be with Chriſt. 
oe G 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Will is their Will; Chriſt's Diſho. 
nour is their Affliction; Chriſt's Caufe 3 
their Care; Chriſt's Miniſters are their Stats; the 
Chriſt's Saints are their Companions ; Chriſt, Þ 
Day is their Delight; Chriſt's Word is ther e 
Oracle; Chriſt's Glory is their End. 3 


Signs of the Fear of God. 
A Man then fears God, HE 
1. When he dares not fin, tho' ſolicitd 
and tempted to it. | 
2. When Sin is common and yet he fears i. 
3. When he is afraid of an evil Thoupht 
4. When he dares not ſin, tho' he ſhoull 
ſuffer if he does not. 
5. When his Heart is broken, and trem- 
bles at the Word of God. 
6. When he flies to Chriſt. 
7. When he is ſtudious to pleaſe God. 


Signs of true Grace. } 
1. When ſelf-loving is turned into ſel- WW 
loathing ; ſelf-excuſing into ſelf-condemning; 
ſelf-admiring into ſelf-abhorring ; ſelf-ſeet- 
ing into ſelt-denying. 
2. Tis a Sign of true Grace when a Man 
ſeriouſly complains of the Want of Grace. 
A graceleſs Perfon cannot truly complan WW 
that he hath no Grace. There is Grace n an 


that Complaint. ſin 
3. When the Heart is tender, and few L 
the Power of an Ordinance. W 25 ( 


2 | 4. Whol 


cret Prayer. 
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4. When the Soul hath an Appetite after 


the Word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
5. When a Man makes Conſcience of ſe- 


. 
2 : 


6. When weare taken with their Conver- 


ſation, and Manner of Life, who are molt ſpi- 
ritual, Zech. vill. 23. 


7. When we are willing to be acquainted 


with Chriſt, and reconciled to God upon any 
Terms. 


8. When a Man approves of all Duties. 
9. When he deſires more Grace: There is 


Grace in the Deſire of Grace, as there is Sin 


in the Deſire of Sin, Neb. i. 1 1. Eſal. xxxiv. 5. 


A ſhort P rayer for Children. 


Moſt great and gracious God, thou 
art from everlaſting to everlaſting. No 


Creature is worthy to come before thee ; 


much leſs am I, poor ſinful Duſt and Aſhes. 


O Lord, I am conceived and bosn in Sin. 


Thou haſt nouriſhed and brought me up, but 
have rebelled againſt thee; I have known 
thy Will, but have not done it, and therefore 
| deſerve 70 be beater with many Stripes. I have. 
| deſpiſed thy Promiſes, and abuſed thy Mercies. 
have been unthankful for Mercies received, 


and unfruitful under Mercies enjoy'd. I have 


@ linn'd againſt ſo much Light, againſt ſo much 


Love, and againſt ſo much Warning, that it 


Lsof thine infinite Mercy that I am not con- 


3 ſumed. 


—_—— Prayer for Chil Aren. | 


ſumed. I cannot anſwer for what I have 


done; I cannot bear what I have deſerved. 


O enter not into Judgment with mel do 


not puniſh but pity me! Remember not what 


I have done, but remember what Chriſt hath 
ſuffered, and let his Blood go for mine.. 


I pray thee, let my Sins be my Grief, but not 


my Ruin; let them be laid to my Heart, but 
not to my Charge. Thou haſt found a Ran- 
ſom, deliver me from the Pit. Since Chrift 
was crucified, let me be releaſed ; as he wa 
afflicted and ſmitten, let me be healed by hi. 
Stripes, and cured by his Wounds, | 

What Comfort can I take in any Thin 
here below, if Sin lie at the Door ?- 
Lord, I beſeech thee, take away my Sin be. 
fore thou takeſt away my Life. Let not me, 
nor any that are related to me, live in Sin, and 
die in Sin, and go to the Grave with a Lye in 

our Right-Hand. 


I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, to ſprinkk | 


my Conſcience with the Blood of Chhtiſt, 
which cleanſeth from all Sin. Give me Faith 
in that Blood, and Peace in the Application 
of it to my Conſcience, that by theſe thy 
Tokens for good I may know that I am 1 
appointed for Wrath, but to obtain Salvation 


by my Lord feſus Chrift.---And for his foke i 
grant me thy holy Spirit, I beſeech thee, o 
enlighten my Mind, that I may know thee; ÞW 
to renew my Will that I may ſerve thee; WW 
and to ſanctify my Affections, and all the 


Powers 
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Powers of my Soul and Body, that I may fol- 
low thee fully all the Days of my Life. 
O Lord, defend me from the World, the 
9 Fleſh, and the Devil. Make me good in my 
Perſon, and good in my Place. Let thy Spi- 
rit reſt in me, that I may be always doing or 
getting good. Help me well through this 
World. Uſe me whilſt I live, and don't re- 
fuſe me when J come to die. Let my Life 
de a holy Walking with thee, that my Death 
may be a comfortable Going to thee. 2 
Por Chriſt's ſake, O Lord, bleſs all thy 
People, this Nation, and the Family I belong 
to. Give all true Peace and Holineſs, Ha- 
E ſten the Downfal of Babylon, the Converſion 
of the Jews, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles. 
Heavenly Father, I bleſs, praiſe, and mag- 
| nify thee, for my Creation, Preſervation, and 
all the Rleſſings of this Life; but above all, 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that unſpeakable 
Gift of thine; for the Means and Seaſons of 
Grace, and for all thy Mercies.---Hear me, 
O Lord, for Chriſt's fake, in whoſe Name 
and Words I further pray----- 


* Our Father, which art in Heaven. Hal- 
. 8 lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
* = Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. Give 


e #5 7575 Day our daily Bread, and forgive us 
o er Debts as we forgive our Debtors, And 
| lead us not % Temptation, but deli ver us from 
3 Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
be! and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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& HA FP: V. 


Containing ſome Letters of the late 

Reverend Mr. John Maſon, which 
he ſent to ſeveral of his Friends ; | 
tending to promote the Power of MW © 

Godlineſs, both in Perſons and | 


Families. 


LETTER I 


To my dear Siſter, Mrs. Hannah Wyatt, un 
> Illneſs. 5 


Dear Siſter, . 


Beſcech his moſt merciful Majeſty to ſend 

his Word and heal you! That we may 
not have Sorrow upon Sorrow !----- O, if it 
were his Will to reſtore you for his Glory, 
and the Good of many !-----=And who can 
tell, but by this Affliction he is fitting you 
for future Service? And that the Prayers of 
your many affectionate and faithful Friends 
444 be a Means of your Recovery ? Which 
hope, through the Thankſgiving of man), 
will redound yy the Praiſe — Gb. 15 God. 
But, I believe, it is not Recovery you 
wiſh for, any farther than as it ma be a 
| | anl⸗ 
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Manifeſtation of God's Pleaſure, and an Op- 
portunity of ſerving him; it is not that you 
ſo much deſire, as to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, which indeed is far better. 

My dear Siſter, What Thanks can we ren- 
der unto God who hath viſited us with Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, through our 
dear Redeemer ? and hath given us that Com- 
munion with him here, which is a Pledge of 
our joint Communion with him in everlaſting 
Glory ? Certainly you cannot but remember 
ſome Bethels and Chebars, where the Lord 
hath met you and owned you; ſome Pro- 
miſes which have been made your own ; and 
ſome Times of refreſhing from the Preſence of 
the Lord. Bleſſed be God that you have a 
Witneſs m yourſelf; and internal Evidence, 
an inward Sight and Taſte that the Lord is 
= gracious. | 
| The Lord hath acquainted you with that 
which is the very Sum and Subſtance of the 
= Goſpel, viz. That Chriſt came into the World 
to fave Sinners: That a Chriſtian's Thank- 
| fulneſs flows from Faith in the Promiſes : 
That Self- denial muſt run through the whole 
Courſe of this Life, as the Warp through the 

= Woof: And that Chriſt is a Chriſtian's Life, 

Peace, Hope, and Security: Whilſt he lives; 


Ss we are in Safety: 


Whilſt God is merciful and true, 
Me are both ſafe and happy too: 


That 
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That a Chriftian's important and daily Duty 
is to eye and engage his continual Aſſiſtance: 
And that our Recovery from daily Infirmi- 
ties muſt be by a daily Recourſe to this ever- 
living, ever-loving, ever- pleading Advocate. 
Tou know alſo, that Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, is a yielding to thoſe Methods 
whereby he is conducting us to eternal Hap. 
pineſs and Glory ; and that every Dram of 
Affliction is ordered us by the Love of our 
ever-gracious and all-merciful Father,----- 
Bow then to his Sovereignty, and believe hi 
Grace: You are in a happy Hand ;. in happy 
Circumſtances; all the Paths of God ate 
Mercy and Truth to you---Infinite and im- 
mcrtal Thanks are due to our ever-bleſſe] 
Father, Redeemer and Comforter. The 
Lord be with your Spirit !---Grace and Peace 
be with you! Amen.---I remain 


Your affectionate and 
moſt obliged Brother in the Lord, 


JohN MAsox. 


— 


r. 
To my dear Friend Mrs, Mary Holmes, 
Dear Friend, 3 
phat you might live in the Lord's 
Sight !-----If I knew the preſent 


State of your Heart, I could better tell what 
5 to 
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to write to you. However, I ſhall ſet down 
ſome Things for your Comfort. 3. 

Do not ſay that you are left of God, and: 
there is no Hope for you : I tell you there i is 
Mercy enough in God, Merits. enough in 
Chriſt, Power enough in the Spirit, Room 
enough 1 in Heaven, and Scope enough in the 
Promiſes for you. 

Do not ſay that you are a Reprobate, and 
a Caſt-away ; it is a Sin to think ſo: Every 
one is bound to hope that he 1s elected ; and, 
in Virtue of that Hope, to ſtrive to make his 
Calling and Election ſure. The Lord is good 
fo how that wait for him, and to the Soul 
that ſeeketh him, Lam. Iii. 2 5. There will 
be Doubts and Fears, but we muſt not cheriſh 
them. We muſt not queſtion God's Ability 
to ſave; for he can do all Things: Nor muſt 
we queſtion his Willingneſs to ſave; for he 
hath ſent his own Son into the World to fave. 
us.— day to thyſelf, he hath made me willing to 
be ſaved, and is not be coiling 70 ſave me ? 
Alas! my tender Mercies are Cruelties in Re- 


Spec? of his infinite Compaſſions? We cannot 


be ſo willing to confeſs Sin, as he is to pardon 
it. We Ie deſire to by ſaved, ſo much 


as he delights to ſave. None ever truſted 
him, but they found him a good God. 


Therefore, my dear Frie nd have honour- 
able Thoughts « God. Though he ſhould 
hide himſelf from thee for a Moment, yet 


lift up thy Heart to him, and wait for him 3 
in 
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in his own Time he will make himſelf known 
unto you ; he will be your own God, for 
your own dear Saviour's Sake. 

Perhaps you fit in Darkneſs ; but the Lord 
will be your Light. It is darkeſt a little be- 
fore the break of Day: Light is ſown for the 
Righteous, and Fay for the Upright in Heart; 
and it will ſpring up. Behold, the Huſband. 
man warts for the precious Fruits of the Earth : 
Be patient then, and wait for God in the Uſe 

of all his Means, and the good Hour will come, 

Perhaps you find a Coldneſs and Deadneſs 

of Heart, and complain that you cannot 
ſerve God with Life and Affection. This 
is a Complaint of many of God's dear Children. 

But we muſt do what we can, we muſt be 

reading, hearing, praying, waiting upon God 

in his o Way, and he will give us hi 
quickening Spirit. 

The World will reproach us; but it re- 
proached Chriſt before us. We muſt be wil- 
ling to follow a ſuffering Saviour in a ſuffering 
Way. Whatever Men ſay againſt us, they 
muſt anſwer for it, not we. Only let our Con- 
werſation be ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of 
Cirij/, Let us give no Occaſion to his Enemies 
to blaſpheme his Name. And he that ſuffered 
ſo much or us, O] let him not ſuffer by us. I 

We muſt take our Rules of Living from 
the Word, and not from the World. And I 
the Lord give us Wiſdom to direct us, and 
Zeal to ouicken us in bis own bleſſed a if 

An 
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———̈ And to confirm our Obedience and Pa- 
tience, let us remember, that the Lord is 
coming, and his Reward is with him: He is 
coming to receive us to himſelf, that where be 
7s we may be alſo. 

And as for the Things of this Life, the 
ſame Love that provided a Saviour for thee, 
will provide all neceſſary temporal Bleſſings 
for thee : Thy heavenly Father, who knows 
what is beſt for thee, will chuſe thine Inhe- 
ritance ; therefore be not too careful about 
theſe Things, but reſt your Care upon him 
who careth for you. Leave yourſelf with 
him, for he is Love, 1 Johniv. 8. Commit 
your whole ſelf, Soul and Body, into the 


= Hands of his infinite Love. 

| Now the Lord of his infinite Mercy put 
his Spirit into this dead Letter, for the 
Quickening your Soul ; and I beſeech him 
to make it effectual for your eternal Good. 


I commend you to God, and the Ward of 
his Grace, and reſt 


Your faithful Friend, 


Joun Masox. 


LEFT FRY 
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LETTER II. 


To my dir Siſter Mrs, Margaret Holmes, 
Dear Si ſter, 


AY theſe Lines find you well and hap- 
Me py--- Ijoy in the Thoughts, that your 


Soul is ſecur'd in the Hands of Chriſt, and 
that in this Life you are as happy as Content 
itſelf can make you.----- Who hath the 
largeſt Share of external Comforts, but he 
who believes this World is Vanity ? Indeed, 
the ſureſt Experience of the World's Empti- 
neſs ariſeth from a Tate of Chriſt's Fulneſ. 
Though there be nothing but Difappoint- 
ments in the World to them that make it 
their Idol, yet it will be ſlaviſhly purſu'd and 
crav'd by them, becauſe they know no better 
Things; for the infatuated Idolater hath not 
the Senſe to ſay within himſelf, Is fhere ni 
a Lye in my right Hand? 

G bleſſed be God, who hath engaged your 
Heart for himſelf; in the Strength of Chriſt 
follow on to know him. How ſhould the 
Way of ſpiritual Thrift be valu'd and im- 
prov'd by thoſe who are taught of God, 
where their main and eternal Intereſt lies? 
Where every ſuperadded Degree of Favout 
in Religion doth at once increaſe the Stock in 
the Heart, and the Bank that is laid up in 
Heaven. Tis a Provifion of Spikenard, and 
precious amen againſt our Funeral. 


2 Let 
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Let us call thoſe our golden Hours that are 
ſpent with God. 3 

I ſhould now at large commend to you 
that excellent Duty of Self-Examination, 
but that it hath been effeCtually preſſed upon 
you by a dear Saint now in Heaven, Nor 
have I cauſe to doubt, but as her Memory, ſo 
her Counſels are inviolably preſerv'd in the 
moſt inward Rooms of your Heart. Ac- 
cept the hearty Reſpects of me and mine 
molt ardently deſiring for you all the Bleſſings 
that were purchaſed by the moſt valuable 
Blood of the Son of God. I remain in him, 


Dear Siſter, 
Your moſt affectionate Brother, 
Joun Mason. 


LET EEK IE 


| To the ſame. 
My dear Siſter, 
Preſerve carefully my ancient Reſpects. 
Though I have been long ſilent I am your 
Orator before the higheſt Throne, and do 
earneſtly. deſire, that you may grow in the 
Faith of Jeſus, and in lively Communion with 
him, which is the moſt comfortable Thing 
in the World. - Alas! we are leſs than no- 
thing, worſe than nothing. Chriſt is all- 
May he be ſo to us ! «---Let us glorify him 
. | more 
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more by relying upon his Satisfaction and 


Merits, for all that we can do or ſuffer can- 


not atone for the leait of our Sins.----- »Tis 
the Self- emptied Heart, and Beggar's Hand, 
that muſt receive this infinite Gift of God-.. 
The Woman of Canaan is our Pattern 
* True, Lora, 1 am no better than a Dog, 
« But there are Crumbs for Dogs. JI am dt 
© bud as Sin can make me, and deſerve to be 
„as miſerable as Hell can make me; os 
Lord, I am not ſo bad as thou art good ; 1 
* am not ſo miſerable as thou art merciful.--- 
O, my dear Siſter, I deſire that you may 
now live by Faith, and breathe by Prayer; 
that you may finally dwell above, where 
Chrift ſitteth at the right Hand of God.---Thz 
Lord ſpiritualize our Souls, and quicken us 
according to his Loving Kindneſs.-----We 
long to ſee you.---Farewel in Chriſt, 


Your Metz onate Brother, 
Jon N Mason. 


— 


LETTER u. 
To the Jame. 
My dear Siſter, 


though we ſeldom converſe perſonally, 
or by Letters, our hearty Prayers are for you 


at th et Grace, I hope we ſhall 


meet together before the Throne of Glory. 


A = 4, IR 0» 


OU are dearly remembered by us; 


—— © Fea ft — — A UA ex» ——* a. 
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I hope I need not ſuggeſt Arguments of 
Comfort to you, who know what it is to en- 
joy the Preſence of God on Earth, and are 
therefore prepared to enjoy the Preſence of 
Chriſt in Heaven.-----Doubtleſs the Lord is 
our Father ; though our earthly Parents be 
ignorant of us. I commend you to him 
through Chriſt----Let us hope in the Lord, 
who is Almighty and moſt Merciful.---The 
Lord abound in his Mercy to you ! May he be 
a Sun to direct you, a Shield to protect you, a 
Portion to ſuſtain you, and a God to fave you ! 

O, that we may hear the Rod ! which faith 
Sin no more; get an Intereſt in Chriſt; 
prize Time , and prepare to meet your God ! 
| That we may inwardly hear the Voice of the 
Rod, whilſt we outwardly fee] the Smart of 
it !--- I beſeech the Lord to proſper you every 
Way ; to watch over you ; and to rejoice 
over you, to do you good; to ſweeten your 
Life with his Love, and to fit you for his 
whole Pleaſure.--- No more, but all hearty 
Reſpects to you, and that I am | 


Yours, in our deareſt Redeemer, 


Jonx MAsox, 


4 H LETTER. 
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LETTER VI. 
To Mrs. Elizabeth Glover. 


My dear Friend in Chriſt, _- 

JF OW hard a Thing is it to exerciſe Faith 

1 when we have moſt need of it? And 

ow ſad a Thing is it, that when we have 

moſt need of the Lord's Preſence and Help, 
we ſhould then eſpecially grieve him with 
our Doubts and Diſtruſts ? However we have 
this to comfort us, that where the Lord ſeeth 
Faith in Sincerity he will pardon its Infirmi- | 

| ty.--- But O! when ſhall we believe againſt 
Senſe, and hope againſt Hope? When hal 
we give all Glory to God by grounding upon 
his Word, when we want preſent Experience | 
and feeling? ſaying, 


The Glory of my Glory ftill ſhall be, 
To give all Glory and myſelf to thee, 


= G4 


| 
] 
[ 
| 


When ſhall we attain to that excellent 
Frame of believing which the Church was 
in, Mic. vii. 8, 9. Rejoice not againſt me, O f. 
mine Enemy; when J fall T ſhall ariſe; when ! n 
fit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a Light uno cc 
Ine, T will bear the Indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe 1 have ſinned againſt bim, until he pleas WM 11 
my Cauſe, and execute Fudgment for me. Ht 
«vill bring me forth to the Light, and 1 ſhall de 
ald bis Righteouſneſs? *- EN bl 
5 u 


ror and Temptation; avoid ill Company, 
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But though we have not attain'd ſo far, let 
us bleſs God for any Meaſure of Faith, one 
Grain whereof excelleth all the Riches in the 
World.---And let us take heed of falling in- 
to Sin, To le under the Hidings of God's 
Face is a great Affliction; but to lie under 
a Senſe of his Diſpleaſure is a greater. There is 
no Evil ſo great as Sin. Let us flee from Er- 


which will either taint us, or grieve us ; be 
jealous over our own Spirits ; hate Preſump- 
tion and Careleſneſs, and be much in humble 

Prayer, and holy Fear. I am 


Your ſincere Friend, 
JohN Maso. 


LETTER 
To the ſame. 

Loving Chriftian Friend, 
VO complain of that in your Letter 
b which no Creature upon Earth is free 
trom. The beſt Chriſtian muſt acknowledge 
that Pride dwelleth in him. You do well to 
complain of it ; but you muſt ſtrive againſt it, 
and ſo we muſt all.--- There is ſo muck of 
Heaven in the Soul as there is of Humility. 
Take a true Meaſure of yourſelf, Conſi- 
der what you are, Beg of the Lord for a hum- 


ble Spirit, Remember Chriſt was humble. 
H 2 | „ 


— 
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As for your Temptations, and Caſting 

down, it is no News to hear of a ——— 
| Chriſtian, or a dejected Saint. I cannot fee 
that any other Temptation hath taken you 
= than what is common to the People of God. 
/ Let not Zion ſay, her God bath forſaken her; 
- her God hath forgotten her. Can a Mother 
forget her ſucking Child? Vou may be in 
the Dark a while, but wait for the Lord, as 
they that wait for the Morning. To his 


everlaſting Grace and Mercy I commend you, 
and remain 


Your fai thful Friend, 


Joun M ago, 


LETTER VII. 
To the ſame. 


My dear Friend in our deareſt Lord Jeſus, 
7 {ip Lord hath faid, I 20, never fail yu 


nor forſake you. He will not furn awd) 


from doing you good; but he will put bis Fear 
into your inward Parts, that you ſhall never 65 


depart from him. Having theſe Promiſes let 

us ftand faſt, holding Faith and a good Cunſci- 

ence.--- Let us allow God to be infinitely 1 Y 

wiſer than ourſelves, and maintain honour- ä 

able Thoughts of his Majeſty and Mercy; for as 

as is his Majeſty, ſo is his Mercy. Let us 

bow to his nn, and * hs © 
race. 


. 
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Grace, There are Crumbs for Dogs; Gifts 
for Rebels; and Compaſſions for Sinners. 
The Lord increaſe our Hope, encourage our 
Faith, and inflame our Love, and perfect that 
which concerns Us |! ---- As we have had 


joint Communion with our good God on 


Earth, I truſt it ſhall be perfected in Glory, 


---To everlaſting Glory is my dear Siſter 
Mat and my dear Brother Peter Holmes late- 


ly gone, The Lord, who (I truſt) had fit- 


ted them for himſelf, fit us alſo ! --- O! bleſ- 
ſed be God, for Good Hope through Grace ! 
Pray for me, that J may ſtand faſt in 
the Lord. --- With mine and my Wife's 
kind Reſpect to you, and commending you 
to infinite and eternal Mercy 1 in Chriſt, I * 
in him, 
Your faithful 
and af HGionate Friend, 


JohN Masox, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Let not your Heart be troubled, ye believe in 
God, &c. 

Truſt in the Lord and do good. 

Look unto Feſus, the —_ and Finiſher of 
your Faith. 

Surely there 1s an End, and thine E. 
lion ſhall not be cut 0 

It is but a little while and he that ſhall come 
will come, and will not tarry. 


Hz  LETTM 
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LETTER IX. 
To the ſame. 


35 dearly beloved in the Lord, 


1 HAVE had abundance of Comfort whill 

= * I have been caring for thy precious _ 

:H (the Lord is my Witneſs |) and I hope . 
ſhall both rejoice together in the Day of 
Chriſt. 

I received your Letter, and read it with a 
ſad Heart, finding you were troubled, The 
Lord guide you and ſettle you! 

I look upon this as a ſure Principle --- that 
the Worſhip of God muſt agree with the 

Word of God. I judge a Form of Prayer 
Jawful, as agreeable to the Word of God.--- 
The Ceremonies are no Part of God's Wor- 
ſhip, for then they muſt be Matter of Neceſ- 
ſity, which we hold them not to be but 
Matters of Decency and Order, as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Let all Things be done decently, and in 
Order. Neither Sin nor Holineſs is to be 
put in them ; but they are of the Nature of 
thoſe Meats which (the Apoſtle faith) f ve 
eat we are not the better; if we eat not We 
are not the worſe. ----=T do not know your 
particular Scruples, otherwiſe I ſhould be 
glad to offer what Satisfaction I could. I on- 
ly tell you ſome Part of my Thoughts. I have 
much Chriſtian Aﬀection for thoſe that are 
otherwiſe minded; in caſe they be purely 

con- 
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conſcientious, humble, and charitable Souls. 
- The Lord keep you through his Name 


---- ] am your faithful Friend that n 
loves your Soul. 


Joux MasoN. 


:. 5 
—_ AA » FN „ ; 
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LET THER KK 
My dearly beloved Friends in-Chrift, 


' Rejoice in God, who hath called you into 
the Fellowſhip of his Son, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and into that Grace, wherein you 
ſtand. Let us remember that we are, by 
Nature, Children of Wrath, even as others. 
We might have been caſt into Hell long ago. 
Were we not provoking Sinners? O how did 
the Lord call upon us, and we regarded him 
not ?---But did the Lord ſtand and knock, 
and call till he made us anſwer, Speak, Lord, 
for thy Servants hear ? Did he give us Ears 
to hear ? Would he not let us alone, till he 
had won our Hearts ? ---- O bleſſed be his 
Name]! We might have been Blaſphemers, 
Perſecutors, Haters and Deſpiſers of that which 
1s good, at this Day. We might have counted 
the Life of Religion Madneſs ; Praying, and 
Profeſſing of Religion, Fancy and Folly. We 
might have been Teſs to ourſelves ; all our 
Hope might have been in this Life; all our 
Comfort in this World ; all our Confidence 


H 4 in 
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in Creatures; and all our Heaven upon 
Earth: Hath the Lord cauſed us to know 

better things? O let us admire his Free 
Grace, now and for ever! 

My Friends, Conſider how great Things 
the Lord hath done for you. Call to mind 
your former Experiences, and live as thoſe 
whom the Lord hath redeemed by his Blood, 
Now you muſt look upon yourſelves as the 
Lord Chriſt's, and not your own. Conſider 
from what you are called, and to what you 

ace called. | 


Hd „% . SH £5 ann} = 


Would you live holily, obſerve theſe Rules. 


1. Live in the Eye of God. 2. Obſerve . 
the Example of Chriſt. 3. Conſider the 
Fruit and End of Things. The Fruit of Sin 
is Shame and Sorrow. Sin is a Viper in the 
end: But the Fruit of Righteouſneſs 1s 
Peace; Holineſs is eternal Life, in the End, 

. Bind the Commandments upon your 
Hearts. 5. Shun the Appearances, and the 
h aſt Beginnings of Sin. 6. Be frequent and 
tervent in ſecret Prayer. 


_ «as F ww „ 
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My Friends, Would you live comfortably, 
take theſe Directions. 


1. Live not ſo much upon the Comforts 
of God, as upon the God of Comforts. Be 
afraid of Unbelief; that is a great Sin, Da 

| „ 
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not greaten your Sins above God's faving 
Power. Believe in the Word, firmly and 
conſtantly, Truſt perfectly to the Grace and 
Mercy of God in Chriſt. I will truſt in the 
Mercy of God (faith David) for ever and ever, 
Pſal. lii. 8. 2. Beware of Sin, eſpecially of 
wilful Sin : That will bring a Cloud, and 
make a Breach between God and your Soul. 
3. Do not mind earthly Tings. O take heed 
of unlawful Affections; of an unlawful Car- 
riage of the Heart, about lawful Things. 
4. Examine the Ways of your Heart daily: 
Search yourſelves. What Sin have I commit- 
ted? What Duty have I omitted this Day? 
Every Night look back upon the Thoughts 
and Affections, and Speeches of the Day paſt. 
Confeſs your Failings over the Head of the 
Scape-Goat, This is another neceſſary Means 
to keep your Peace with Ged, and to walk 
comfortably before him : And I pray obſerve 
it. 5. Examine your Heart farther, and con- 
ſider the gracious Actings and Workings of 
God's bleſſed Spirit within you ; what good 
Thoughts, what good Deſires, Aims, Reſo- 
lutions, God hath put into you. Confider 
what Out-goings of your Heart, after God, 
there have been; what Incomes, and Influ- 
ences of his Grace. Daily examine your 
Hearts for theſe Things, and give God the 
Glory of all the gracious Workings of his 
Spirit in your Soul. 6. If you would walk 
comfortably with God, mind not what is 


forg'd, 
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forg'd, but what is written, Heed not every 
Fancy the Devil may dart into you (for then 
you lie at the Mercy of your Enemy) but keep 
cloſe to the written Word of God. Thus it 15 
written, (aid our Saviour to Satan the 'Femp. 
ter.---So much for comfortable Walking. 


Dear Friends; Would you walk peaceably 
and charitably, take theſe Rules. 


1. Remember God hath called you to Peace, 
2. Remember when Chriſt was reviled, he 
reviled not again, 3. If others negle& their 
Duty to you, yet do not you neglect your 
Duty to God, nor to them. Let not another's 
Sin cauſe you to ſin: To render Railing for 
Railing, is to return Sin for Sin. 4. You 


muſt ſhew your Love to God, whom you 
have not ſeen, by your Love to your Brother, 


whom you ſee daily. Shew your Piety by 
your Charity. 5. Conſider that an unbridled 
Tongue is a Sign of an unſanctified Heart. 
They that have not a Dram of Grace to tame 
their Tongues, ſhall one Day want a Drop ot 
Water to cool their Tongues. 6. No good 
to others, If they do not thank you for it, 
yet God will bleſs you for it. The leſs Re- 
ward you have on Earth, the greater ſhall 
your Reward be in Heaven: As the leſs Wages 
the Servant takes up within his Year, the 
more comes 1n at the Year's End, 
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Dear 


. 


ear 


with God by Sacraments. If Satan or the 
World are Suiters for your Hearts, tell them, 


vhither would you go from Chriſt? Where 


fink into your Hearts, and that will make you 
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Dear Friends; Would you be conflant in good 
Ways and Purpoſes, take theſe Direttions.  , 

1. Remember you have engaged yourſelves 
to God, and therefore you muſt keep your- 
ſelves from Idols. You have given up your 
Names to God, and you muſt give up your 
Hearts to God. You have made a Covenant 


You are already diſpoſed of; you are pre-engag d 
fo God; you have choſen your God, and you 
muſt not think of changing him. 2. Conſider 


do you think to find ſuch another God as 
your God; ſuch another Friend as Jeſus 
Chriſt? 3. Remember, if it be good to 
draw near to God, it is better to draw nearer 
to him : Still the nearer the better. One may 
fee an End of earthly Perfection; but there is 
no End of the Perfection of Jeſus Chriſt, 
4. Be downright for God; and you ſhall find 
Soul-heartning Comfort in God, that ſhall 
keep you cloſe to God, 5. Walk humbly with 
God; that is the way to walk cloſely with God, 
If a Chriſtian is humble, he is a Chriſtian in- 
deed ; God will not ſuffer ſuch a one to be 
tempted above his Strength. 6. Let not Opi- 
nions ſwim in your Heads; that will make 


you fall,: But let the great Things of Religion 


{tand, 
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ſtand. Be content, yea, willing to ſuffer for 
Chriſt ; who did fo contentedly and willingly 
ſuffer for you. And if you ſuffer with him, 
you ſhall be glocified together. * 
Now, my dear Friends, the Lord be with 
you all! I beſeech him to ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, 
confirm and ſettle you; and preſerve you all 


to his holy and everlaſting Kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In whom I am 


Your faithful Friend, 


{ : 


LETTER KL 


Dear Friend in Chriſt, 


T Long to hear of the State of your Soul. O 
lay hold upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by a 
true and lively Faith. He 1s an able, willing, 
only Saviour ; the Soul's Reſting-Place, the 
Soul's Dwelling-Place, the Soul's Hiding- 
Place: O that you may be hid in him now, 
that you may be found in him at laſt. Sin 
mult drive us 0 him, not from him. We need 
him infinitely. We are, like Peter, ſinking 
into the Waters: Save, Lord; or we periſh! 
Chriſt, or Hell, muſt be our Portion for ever. 
_ Chriſt is our only Ark, to ſave us from pe- 
_ riſhing. Every Soul will be uncas'd, e'er it be 
long ; and then it will appear whether they 
ever 


Chriſt Feſus. Nothing but Condemnation to 
them that are out of him. Faith makes Chriſt 
ours. This conſiſts in Self-denzal, and Self- 
reſignation, We muſt ſee our Sins, fo far as 
to abhor ourſelves ; abhor ourſelves, ſo far as 
to deny ourſelves ; deny ourſelves, ſo far as 
to reſign ourſelves up into the ſaving Arms of 
an only. Saviour, They that do this, are 
pardoned, ſandified, ſaved for ever. i 
Now let me intreat you to aſk your own 
Heart ſome Queſtions. 
1. Hath Sin been laid to my Heart ? bath 
it been my greateſt Burden ? 


2. Have I confeſſed my particular Sins, and 


the Sinfulneſs of my Nature, with Sorrow ? 

3. Have I been forced to make my Appeal to 
Chriſt, knowing that I am hoſt for ever, unleſs 
he freely ſave me? Have 1 cried for a Cbriſt, 
as a condemned Man for a Pardon ? 

4. Do I believe he is able and willing to ſave 
me ? Do I believe that be that ſpread bis Arms 
on the Croſs to die for me, ſpreads his Arms now 
in tbe Goſpel, and in Heaven, to ſave me ? 
Have 1 pleaded his Promiſes? O what a pre- 
cious Promiſe is that, John vi. 37. Him that 
cometh unto me, T will in no wife caſt out ! 


5. Have Thad Joy and Peace in Believing? 


Hath Chrift, relied on, calm'd and quieted my 
poor troubled afflicted Soul? 


Do 
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ever ſeriouſly applied themſelves to Chriſt. 
There is no Condemnation to them that are in 
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8. D. 1 eve Chrift more than Riches, Ho- 
mours, Pleaſures? Do T love all his Ord. 
mnances ? Do I love all hrs Saints? 

7, Do T1 hate Sin in elſe ? * T bate Sin 


3% Dy 7 hte cory Sn? ex fo | 


May? 
. DoTunſtignady, intirely Yield up mir | 


ro the Service of my Saviour ? 


If your Heart anſwers to theſe Queſtions 


. bebe happy, are you, that ever you, were | 
born 


r 


oO my Friend, I commend you to Chriſt 


The Lord tollow you with the Motions of his | 
Spirit ; that you may follow him with con- | 


tinual Supplications in the Spirit ! That, of 


the Fulneſs of Chriſt, you may receive Grace | 


for Grace.-----The Peace of God, and the 


God of Peace be with you. With mine and 
my Siſter's Love, deſiring your Prayers, I reſt 


Nur 99855 onate Friend in Chriſt, 
JohN Masox, 


— 
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LETTER XII. 
Mater-Stratford. 


My dear Friend, 


Hear the Hand of the Lord is gone out 
1 againſt you: O hear the Road, and who hath 


appointed it] O turn to him that ſmiteth you! 


It 4055 pleaſed the Lord to take away the 
1 | Earth 
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Earth that lay next your Root: He hath been 
digging about you; pray now that you may 
be fruitful. Now fly from the Wrath to 
come, and lay hold on eternal Life. Now let 
the Bufineſs of your Soul be the Buſineſs of 
your Life, Open your Doors to Chriſt : In- 
vite him to dwell among you, by worſhipping 
him in your Family. Whilſt your Hand is 
in this World, let your Heart be in Heaven : 
O lay up for yourſelf a Treaſure there. What 
is the World! Seek Things above. If we be 
not ſure of Chriſt, what are we ſure of? Tf 
young ones die, how long have we to live ? 
O ſtrive to enter in at the ſtraight Gate. 
Search and try your Ways: Conſider in the 
Lord's Fear, wherefore he hath thus contend- 
ed with you. Repent of every Sin your Con- 
ſcience ſets before you: Confeſs Sin, and ear- 
neſtly plead the Blood of Chriſt, Now the 
Lord hath a Controverſy with you, humble 
yourſelf under his mighty Hand. Cry for 
the Blood of Sprinkling : Never reſt till your 
Pardon be ſealed through the Blood of Chriſt. 
Our kind Reſpects from hence to you 
and your Wife. The Lord pity you in your 
great Affliction?, and every way bleſs you. 


J am your loving Friend, 


Joun Maso. 
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LETTER XI 
My reconciled and dear Friend, 


and kind Letter; and to aſſure you of 


my hearty Affection to you and yours. For 
why ? Had you been a perfect Stranger to 
me, if I had but heard that there was ſuch a | 
one as loy'd Chriſt in ſincerity, and earneſtly | 
defired more Communion with him, a deeper | 
Senſe of his Love, and larger Communication | 
of his Graces, I ſhould be very unworthy to 


deny my Love and Reſpect to ſuch a worthy 
Object. But ſince I have had the ſpiritual 
Benefit and Comfort of your Acquaintance 


for divers Years together (wherein we took 


ſweet Counſel together, and walked to the 
Houſe of God as good Friends, where we 


were mutually refreſhed with the Word and | 


Bread of Life, eating of the fame ſpiritual 
Meat, and drinking of the ſame ſpiritual 


Drink, and receiving ſweet Pledges of our | 


eternal Communion with God) God forbid 1 


ſhould be wanting in any Office of Chriſtian 


Love toward you and yours. Nor do I eſteem 
your Fealouſy to be any other than the Fruit 
of your abundant Love, which is not utterly 
loſt, though I confeſs with Shame, I fall 
ſhort of that neceſſary Goſpel Duty of Bro- 
therly Kindneſs, as I do of all others, which 
I beſeech God to cover with his Mercy in 
. Chriſt, 


r are to thank you for your pious 


Chriſt, The Lord enable me to run with Di- 
ligence and Patience the Race which he hath 
ft before me—— God be merciful to L:ttle 

Lynford, which is left as Sheep without a 
Sepherd, - But if they hunger and thirſt af- 
ter the Word of Righteouſneſs they ſhall be 
filed. I hope when I have Leiſure and Op- 
portunity I ſhall not be wanting to them. 
The Lord comfort their Hearts. I and my 
Wife remember our hearty Reſpects to you 
and yours, God hath been infinitely. merci- 
tul to us, and hath given us a Daughter (now 
call'd Martha.) I hope he will perfect his 
Mercy towards us. We are full of his Mer- 
cies. O that we were full of his Praiſes! -- 
My Prayers are for you and yours; whom 
God bleſs, preſerve, and keep. O that all 
bis Ways wight be Mercy and Truth towards 
you! Caſt not away your Confidence, which 
bath ſo great Recompence of Reward, The 
Life of Senſe is a 7roubleſ5me, diſquieting Life; 
for what doth Senſe diſcover but Vanity and 
Miſery ? But the Life of Faith is a comfort- 
able Life. For Faith makes glorious Diſco- 
veries of God and Chriſt, Saints and Angels, 
Reſt and Peace, and Life for ever. Nothing 
troubles you when you are above.----- Keep 
where you are well, I remain 


Your truly loving Friend, 
n JohN MAso. 


I _ LETTEE 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 11 1 


114 Letters of the late 


LETTER XIV. 


Dear Friend, „ | 
HOUGH Providence hath ſeparated us, 
yet it refreſheth me to think upon 
you, and that I am intereſted in your Prayers | 


as you are in mine, Well, if we are met in bs 
Chriſt, we ſhall meet upon the Bench in the 1 
great Day of Aſſize, and before a Throne of | 
Glory in our Father's Kingdom. In the mean 
while, our God is with us both whilſt we are 
with him. In his Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy. It | 
is not ſo much the Change of Place, as the 
Preſence of God, which makes Heaven. There Pr 
is Heaven where God ſhines and manifeſts lc 
himſelf. When a Soul can fay, 1 would not go oy 
70 Heaven, if it wwere to meet God there ; and | of 
if I ſhould be caſt into the Flames of Hell, 1 be 
could not find in mine Heart to blaſpheme God; il © 
the Exerciſe of ſuch a Meditation will mightily 0 
help her againſt Temptations. - b 
Many a good Soul doth not know how ec 
much ſhe loves God ; but when ſhe feels that W 
Affection ſtirring within her. O then, ſhe 9 
is in a new, ſerene, comfortable Frame! Sa- a 
tan flies. Perfect Love cafts out Fear. Love P 
God, and praiſe God, and all is at Peace. Ly 
Nay, admit the Soul hath not got full Aſſu- s 
rance of her Pardon; yet if ſhe ſets down this on 
Reſolution ----- Let God be glorified whatever 1 
becomes of me, Tet the Angels praiſe him ; let ; 


the 
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the Saints praiſe him; let the Jews and Gen- 


tiles be called in to praiſe him; and if it may 


pleaſe his Divine Majeſty, let my poor unworthy 
Soul pleaſe him, and be a Praiſe to his Grace 


Fr ever and ever : If it can ſay this, it muſt be 


happy with it. That muſt needs be a happy 
Soul that breathes forth the Praiſes of God, 
aſcribes all Glory to God, and can ſing 


The Glory of my Glory /till ſhall be, 
To give all Glory and myſelf to thee. 


The Lord put and keep your Heart in a 
praiſing Frame. O how well doth this ange- 
lical and evangelical Diſpoſition befit and be- 
come thoſe, who of Sinners are made Saints; 
of Enemies, Children ; of Slaves, Heirs ; of 
burning Brands, ſhining Stars! When we 
conſider ſeriouſly what we have been, and 


what we might have been, nay, what we muff 


have been, if infinite Mercy had not prevent- 
ed; (as the Lord was ſeen in the Mount, 
when Jſaac lay bound upon the Altar, Mer- 
cy came in between the Knife and the Sacri- 
ice) inſtead of being ſcourg'd, how nobly 
pardon'd and promoted! rais'd from Devils 
to Angels Company ; from the loweſt Depth 


to the greateſt Heighth ; this (I fay) if we 


conſider it, is Matter of Admiration, not of 
Expreſſion. If we had as many Tongues as 
we have Veins or Drops of Blood, they could 
never utter a thouſandth Part of the due 

L 2 Praiſs 
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' Praiſe of Divine Grace, Let us nu magni 
5 the Lord, and exalt his Name together 
O the Height, and Breadth, and Depth, and 
Lergth, of the Father's Love! O the infinite 
and unſearchable Riches of Free Grace! O! 
the tremendous Myſtery, and invaluable Mer- 
cy of the Incarnation of the Son of God! O 
the ſtupendous Humiliation and *Condeſcen- 
ſion of eternal Glory and Omnipotency ! OR 
the unparallel'd Love of a dying Saviour! O 1 
the ſweet heavenly Communion of the bleſſed 
Comforter ! ---- Lord, what do theſe Thing 
mean? ---- Lord, what are we? or whats | 2 
our Father's Houſe, that thou haſt brought 
us hitherto? That thou ſhouldſt make thy 
ſelf glorious in our Glory, who had made 
ourſelves vile in diſhonouring thy Name? | 
O, let us give him our whole Souls, who hath | 
redeem'd them by his Blood! For it is fit he 
ſhould have the utmoſt of fo dear a Purchaſe, | 

Farewel, my deareſt Friend in the Lord, in 
whom I am ö 


Your true Fri end, 


Stanton, JohN Mason. 
Oct. 19. 1672. 
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J. dear Friend, | 
: 6 Mp we be parted on Earth I hope 


, we ſhall meet in Heaven ; though our 
0 Work ſhould not lie together in the Lord's 
0 Vineyard, yet I hope we ſhall ſup together 
d WY with Chriſt ; though we do not ſojourn toge- 
cher, yet I hope we ſhall dwell together to all 
Eternity; if we ſhould never feaſt together 
any more upon the Word and Sacraments, 
vet 1 hope we ſhall eat that Bread and drink 
e that Wine which is for ever new in our Father's 
Kingdom. Be of good Comfort, Siſter, it is 
h but yet a very little while, and he that ſhall 
x come, will come, and will not tarry. We 
e. Wl {ball be welcome at home however it fares 
in with us in our Journey. Remember the 
Y Apoſtle Paul had no certain Dwelling-place ; 
nay, our bleſſed Saviour had not where t lay 
% Head. We may be poured from Veſſel to 
J. Veſſel, and toſſed to and fro upon this Ocean; 
it will not be long, I hope, e'er we be fixed 

in our Harbour. My Prayers are and ſhall 
de for thee, that God would diſpoſe of thee 
to his own Glory and thy Comfort. Let 
not thy Heart be troubled, thou believeſt in 
God, Sc. I ſaw your Mother Yeſterday, 
and ſhe was in good Health, as we all are 
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here, bleſſed be the Lord. I ſhould be glad 4 


to hear of your Welfare. I reſt 
Nur Friend in Chriſt, 


Stanton, Jonx Magn, W 


Dec. 8. 1673. 


————— 
— * 


1 2 _ 
* * 1 — 2 


rr 
My dear Friend in Chriſt, 


HE Providence of the Lord extends its 
1 {elf to every Thing; but there is a ſpe- 
cial Providence over the Children of God, 
1 Tim. iv. 10. The Providences of God to 
the Children of God are purchaſed Providen- 
ces, ſanctiſſed Providences, Soul Providences : 
They are Ordinances to them, Inſtraments 
of good to their Souls. Again, the Provi- 
dences of God to his Children are Promiſes 3 
fulfilled, P/z/. xxv. 10. Again, the Provi- 
dences of God to his Children are the Fruits 
and Anſwers of Prayer. Again, the Provi- 
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dences of the Lord ſteer the Children of Gd 
Heaven-wards. Again, the Providences of 


God combine and join their Forces for the 
good of every ſincere, ſingle-hearted Believer, 


Rom, vin. 28. My Friend, this, I truſt, is your | 


Happineſs, that you are under the Eye and 


Conduct and Tuition of a fatherly and = 
cia 


* Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 119 
cial Providence, Let us anſwer the Call of 
E Providence ; which is, to watch, pray, and 
believe; and let us expect good Things from 
a a good God; and great Things from a great 
Cod, through our faithful and dear Mediator, 
© cho ever lives to make Interceſſion for us. =-»] 
ſuppoſe you may have heard, that our Friend 
Mary Tompkins is gone to her eternal Reſt : 
She died triumphantly. O! (ſaid the upon 
her Death-Bed) What Things have I ſeen? 
Ann Kemp aſked her, Hath the Lord given 
you a Glimpſe of Heaven? I cannot tell (ſaid 
Mary) whether it be Heaven or not, but Toys, 
Joys, ſuch Things as never mortal Eye bebeld. 
I have fought the good Fight, And fo the went 
on in heavenly Expreſſions. O] what 
Cauſe have we to bleſs the Lord, that ſhe 
who was afflicted and Yoffjed with ſo many 
Temptations in her Life-time, found Joy and 
Comfort in a dying Hour ! The Lord was 
neareſt to her when ſhe needed him moſt. 
My Wife remains as formerly; I hope (thro' 
the Goodneſs of God) not worſe. I defire 
the Continuance of your Prayers for us. The 


Lord be with your Spirit, No more, but our 
Love, In haſte, I reſt 


Tour affectionate faithful 
Friend in Chris, 


J. M. 
1 LETTER 
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EET TER KEE "1 
Dear Friend, * 


HOUGH I am but a weak Interpreter 'Y 


a v 
1 of the Scriptures, and eſpecially of thoſe W an, 
hard Places which are liable to ſo many diffe- Mi 
rent Tranſlations and Expoſitions, as that is th: 
Pſ/al. xi. 3. Yet that I may not be thought to th 


flight your Requeſt (whoſe Profit I am bound 
to ſeek) I will tell you what ſeems to me to F Pc 


be the true Senſe of that Text. Not that w 
David here doubted of God's Word, as if it MM te 
were not a ſufficient Foundation for him to | 


I oi 
build upon; (for in this Palm we find him 3 
very much believing, and confident in his th 

God, from the Beginning to the End:) I 


| ny CC 
| think rather, this was Part of the Speech of J ſe 
his carnal Counſellors, who had bid him MA 1: 
| Fly as a Bird to his Mountain, in the firſt fe 
Verſe; and they gave this Reaſon for it in If 
the ſecond Verſe, For lo, (fay they) the Wich- v 

ed bend their Bow, &c. Put he ſcorns their 

carnal Counſel in that Word, Ii 7be Lord 

put I my Tri. But they continue their 
Speech in the third Verſe. F the Founda- J 


tions be deſiroyed, what can the Righteous ds ? 
As if they had faid, The Foreſts, Mountains, 
and Caves, *are your ſtrongeſt Holds ; keep 
to thoſe Foundations; hold you there, or 
you will periſh, though your Cauſe be never 
ſo righteous. Holy David diſdains their _— 

na 


— 
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EZ nal Advice, as you may read in the next Verſe. 
= There is a God in Heaven that takes Notice 
= tlowThlings are carried in the World ; that aoill 
| favour the Righteous (though he try them for 
a while). but he will utterly deſtroy the Wicked, 
and ſhew them no Mercy. Which is the 
Meaning of the fourth Yerſe, and of thoſe 
that follow, to the End of the Palm. And 
this is the moſt natural Senſe, which, upon 
ſerious Conſideration, I can fix upon this 
Portion of Scripture. Not but that I am 
willing to be informed by any one, of a bet- 
ter Interpretation, ----- My dear Friend, Tt 
pities me to read your Complaints. The good 
Lord (if it be his heavenly Will) reſtore you 
the Joy of his Salvation. Self-abaſing, and 
conſtant waiting upon God in his own bleſ- 
ſed Ways, are approv'd Means to recover 
loſt Comfort. My Prayers are, and ſhall be 
for you. With mine and my Wife's hearty 
Love to you, and all our Chriſtian Friends 
with you, or near you, I reſt 


Your aſſured Friend, 


IWater-Stratford, 


JohN Masox, 
Aug. 10. 1675. 


LETTER 
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e T ER XV 


My dear Friend, 


HR1ST' be your Soul's Comfort !--- 
Though he hath taken away your Huſ- 
— The Deſire of your Eyes, with a Stroke, 
he hath promiſed, that hzs Loving-Kindnejs 
he will not take away, The World is full of 


Changes, but our God is unchangeable. Com- 


mon Mercies are ſweet Mercies, but Cove- 
nant Mercies are ſure Mercies. Chriſt is faith- 


ful: He ever Lives, and (faith a vecauſe 4 


live ye ſball live allo. 

The Lord ſupport and comfort your Heart 
under this heavy Hand of his which he hath 
laid upon you. O! that it may bring your 
Soul nearer to God, and to Jeſus Chriſt. O! 
that that Providence which hath wrought 
Death in your Huſband, may work Life in 
your Heart. Hate fin ; overcome the World; 
love Chriſt; mind Heaven and heavenly 
Things, my dear Chriſtian Friend. 

I have great Hopes that your Soul is ſafe, 
however it may pleaſe the Lord in his Wiſ⸗ 
dom to deal with your Body and Family. 


Submit yourſelf cheerfully to his Will and. 


Pleaſure ; and ſay, Lord, here I am, here is my 
Family, d with me what ſhall ſeem good in 
{hine Eyes. --- The Lord be gracious to you. 
The Lord be gracious to Haverſham, The 
Lord awaken the Hearts of the People. Ng 
that 
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that they might repent quickly! Becauſe | 
Wrath is gone out from the Lord. The Lond  - i 
5 ſtay his Hand if it be his Will. The Leere 
= Jeſus ſtand between the Living and the Dead. 
The Lord bleſs his Word ah Rod to your 
{elf and others. The Lord dwell, and rule, 
and walk in the Midſt of you. O keep cloſe 
to God ! he will never fail you nor forſake WW 
you. 

My Prayers are for you. My kind Reſpects 
to — and all our Chriſtian Friends. My 
Wife ſends her Love to you. The Lord * 
with your Spirit. ---- I remain 


Your Ioving Friend in the Ford, 


Stratford, Joun * agon. 
Sept. 25. 


* 


— — . ——— — 


LETTER XIX. 


My dear Chriſtian Friend, and heartily beloved 
in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


Hat a goodGod have wel that remem- 

N bers us in our low Eſtate, thinks upon 

us when we are poor and needy, and is neareſt 

to us when we need him moſt ! He is a Sun 

to comfort us, a Shield to protect us; he 
gives us Grace, he gives us Glory, he gives 
us Himſelf, O what a good God have wel! 
3 ---- Why hath he choſen us ! We did not 
p 1 chooſe 
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| chooſe him, but he bath choſen us. He 
hath loved us firſt, and hath loved us freely. 
Bebold what Manner of Love the Father hath 


beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 


Children of God! Is not his Love ſweeter than 
Wine? Is it not better than Life? Does it 
not ſweeten a Sick-Bed ? Does it not ſweeten 
the Thoughts of Death ? When the Love of 
God 1s ſhed abroad in the Heart, then the 
blefled Soul cries, Welcome Death, welcome 
Judgment, welcome Eterni ty : Come fiveet Lord 
Feſus, come quickly, 

I rejoice to hear of your Recovery. And 
I rejoice in the Thoughts of that comfort- 
able Entertainment your Saviour gave you 
m the Time of your Sickneſs. When the 
Apoſtle Peter was upon the Water, he ſaid 
Lord, bid me come to thee, And ſo many 
of Chriſt s Friends have deſired him to call 
them. And did you run to embrace Chriſt ? 
Did you rejoice in the Thoughts of his 
Coming? And long 10 depart, that you might 
be with him, which is beſt of all? O! 
Blefſed be God for the Savour of his ſweet 
Ointments, which drew cut your Soul after 
him. Bleſſed be God for his Almighty Spi- 
rit, which made you ſo eagerly and joyfully 
defirous of the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
now you muſt wait for Chriſt, as the People 
by the Sea-fide, Luke vii. 40. He will cer- 
tainly come. He ſaith, Behold, I come quick- 
4 It is but vet 4 little while, and be that 
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ball come, 9vill come, and will not tarry. You 
muſt wait for him, and watch for him. 
Trim your Lamp, that when you hear the 
joyful Sound, Behold your Bridegroom cometh, 
you may be ready; and the Bride-Chamber 
Door may ſtand open for you. ---- A good 
Martyr in Scotland going to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
faid to his Wife, I will not bid you good Night, 


for ave ſhall meet at Supper. It is not long e er 
all God's People ſhall be gathered together to 
him, and ſhall be for ever with him. 


Remember my kind Love to all my dear 
Friends with yon, and near you, as rf as 
if I nam'd them one by one. Mine and my 
Wife's Love to you. Let us continue to 
pray for one another. The Lord be with . 


Spirit. I remain 


Tour aſſured Pri end in the Lord, 


Water-Stratford, _Joun Maso. 
Mar. 8. 1670. 


2 


— — A. 


LETTER (Ä 


Dear Friend, 


Thank you for your Letter, and am glad to 
hear you are ſo well ſettled ; but eſpecially 

of the good Frame of your Mind, which God 
preſerve for his Glory. Ideſire you may ſtill 
cheriſh Thoughts of your own Mortality. All 
aur Meditations and Preparations are little 
enough 
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| ne us for jean HIOrA Hold faſt 
What you have receiv'd; make much of your 
"Experiences: Doth not Experience tell you, 


than the bet of the Ways + Sin? When you 
ſee the Abundance and Glory of the World, 
pray for the Light of God's Countenante. When 
the Soul faith, Lehe Lord is my Portion, it is 


. atisficd ; whilſt others, who have their Por- 


diam in this World, remain unſatisfy'd. 

Watch over your Heart and Tongue, and 
Life. Watch againſt Sin, watch unto Du- 
; watch for the Coming of Chriſt. Seek the 
Lord. ſeek bis Strength, ſeek his Face evermore. 


Be not weary of well-doing, and waiting upon 


God. Remember what you hear, what you 
read, what you pray for; and live according 
ly. The God of Peace be with you. 

My Wife and I fend our hearty. Love to 
you, * your Brothers, and my Couſin Betty. 
We are in good Health at preſent, bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. 1 hope your Bro- 
thers profit in Learning. The Lord give eve- 
ry one of them a Portion of Grace. Com- 


mending you to the Protection, Direction, 
and Comforts of the bleſſed God, r 


Nur truly loving Friend, 


Vater Stratford, Jonx Masov. 
Feb. 23. 1676. 


LETTER 


That the wworft of the Ways of God, are better N 


* 
. 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 127 


LETTER Ez 
= Dear Friend, * 
5 | Received yours, and ſhould be glad to hear 
1 where, and in what Condition you now 
are. Want of Jealouſy and Zeal for the great 
| Name of God, deſerves to be complained of. 
I Iam glad it is your Burden ; nevertheleſs I 
= would not have you to be diſcouraged. It is 
ga ſound Concluſion of Divines, That a Chri- 
ſtian may be more ſenſibly affected with outward 
= Things, which touch the Senſes, than with ſpi- 
ritual Things ; and yet have a more inwara, 
= deep, and hearty Concern for Spirituals. He 
may have a more radicated Love to God, 
than to any earthly Things; he may have a 
more judicious Hatred of Sin than of any 
Plague; he may have a more ſolid, profound 
rief for the Diſhonour of God, than for an 
Injury done to his earthly Relations; albeit 
he may be under more vehement Paſſions, 
and may ſhed more Tears for Wrongs done 
to his Friends, or for Plagues inflicted upon pt 
his Body, than he doth for ſpiritual Evils. bf 
Beſides, I am glad Almighty God hath fo far i 
culightened your Mind, to fee ſo much of the 
Evil of Sin as to be diſpleaſed with yourſelf | 
for being no more diſpleas'd at it. It is ſome 
Argument of Softneis, when the Stone grates 
upon the Fleth, and makes it bleed. To be 
eenſible of Hardneſs argues that i 
F | oth 
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doth not prevail. —— God go on with his 


Work in your Heart, and make all Graces 


abound in you. Wait continually upon your 
God. Seek the Lord, feek his Strength, ſeek 
bis Face evermore. Above all Gettings get 
Wiſdom; get Underſtanding , forget it not.--- 
Let me know how it is with you ; and whe- 
ther you have lighted into good Company. 
With our Loves, I reſt | 


Nour loving Friend, 


Water-Stratford, __ Joun Magon. 
| Apr. 20. 1677. | | 


a . 


LETTER N. 


Haoneſt and dear Friend, 


7 OD Almighty bleſs you, and keep you, 
and make his Face to ſhine upon you, 
and give you Peace: The Lord lift up the 


Light of his Countenance upon you, and en- 


courage you beyond all Diſcouragements. 

I rejoice to hear of your Care to keep Sab- 
baths; and your Willingneſs rather to ſuffer 
for keeping them, than to fin in breaking 
them. Undoubtedly it is better to ſuffer the 
greateſt Suffering, than to ſin the leaſt Sin. 


If ve heep Sabbaths holy, Sabbaths will keep | 
us holy, Be much in Prayer. Be always 
watching againſt Sin, over your Heart, unte 


Duty, and for the Coming of the Lord, Be 
always in your earthly Calling, or in your 
heavenly Calling, or in ſome Way that may 
fit you for theſe Callings. Be heartily con- 
tent with that Condition that Diyine Proyi- 
dence, . or your good Parents, ſhall call y 
to. Alorn every y State by Religi on, and adorn 
= Religion in every — — Labour in all Things 
do pleaſe God, that through you God's Name 
may be honoured, and his Ways the better 
—— of. 

Jam glad to hear of your Willingneſs to 
: depart out of this World. The Rule is, V7- 
tam in patientid, mortem in defiderio haben- 
dum eſt. We muſt be content to live, willing 
to die. I pray God to uſe you whilſt you live, 
and not to refuſe you when you come to 
| die. I hope you will live to glorify him on 
Earth. I beſeech God to preſerve your Bo- 
dy and Spirit. 

Tis Saturday, and my Work is upon me, 
which makes me take my Leave of you ſoon- 
er than elſe I ſhould do. I ſhould be glad to 
hear from you. God be with your Spirit, 1 
reſt | 


7 Ke in Chriſtian feelin, 


Water-Stratford, JonN MASON, 
Mar. 17. 1676. N 


Reverend A. John Maſon. 129 
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LETTER XXIII. 
My dear Friend, 


AVE! Lord love you, and bleſs you, and 

yon, and make his Face to ſbine 
ußen you. "4 beſeech him to ftabliſh your 
Hear, with Grace, and preſerve you harm- 
leſs and blameleſs unto the Coming of Chriſt. 
Cleave unto God with full. Purpoſe of Heart. IJ 
Be aſſured that the World is Vanity, Sin is 
Folly, Chriſt is All in All. Live % Gd 
by Faith, live unto him by Obedience. Watch F 
and pray, that you enter not into Temptation. 
Cheriſh good Motions, quench bad. Honour 
_ God by a faithful Diſcharge of Duties, per- 
ſonal and relative. Be aſſured your Labour 
7s not in vain in the Lord. Caſt not away your 
Confidence, which hath great e e of 
Reward. 

J was laſt Week at Mnr/ley to ſee your 
Mother, who was ill ; but removing to Great 
Brickbill the found herſelf better. I hope 
God will reſtore her to you all, for his Glory 
and your Comfort. We are all at preſent in 
good Health, through God's Goodneſs. 

My Wife and Mrs. JF. and all your Bro- 
thers ſend their ſeveral Reſpedts | to you, and 
ſo doth | I 
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Your Ancere Friend. ö ; | 
Water-Stratford, Joun Mason. þ} - 
May 17. 1677. 
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Reverend Mr. John Maſon. - 


LETTER XXIV. 


| My dear Friend, 


AM glad to hear of your Proficiency in 


the good Ways of God. The further you 


walk in them the ſweeter you will find 
them, and the better you will like them; 
and therefore I beſeech you, for God's Sake, 
and for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, not to 
hearken to the World, the Fleſh, or the Devil, 


for they would take you off from the pure 


and pleaſant Ways of God. Bleſſed is he that 


watcheth, and We is the Man that feareth 
always. Commune with your own Heart ; con- 
fider your latter End. Look at Things eternal. 


W hat is the World to the Soul ? The Judge 


is before the Door. Pray continually. Own 


the Subſtantials of Religion.---I told you my 
Mind before we parted in the Cellar-Cham- 


ber; and my Prayers are for you by Name. 
Heart-work 1s better than Head-work., It is 


a better Temper to be fervent in Charity, than 
in Diſputes. Own the Image of Chrift, where- 
ever you ſee it; and beg Wiſdom of God, 
who will give it you liberally. Judge others 
with a Judgment of Charity (as the Apoſtle 
Paul doth) but judge yourſelf with a Fudg- 
ment of Verity and Severity. Spare not a Cor- 
KS © rup- 
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132 Letters of the late * 
ruption. Slack not a Duty: Be always n 
abounding in the Work of the Lord. * 

My dear Friend, I received your kind ſym- FS 


2 BT: 
hay} 


pathizing Letter, 1 thank you for it. I 5 f 

ſent to you an Anſwer, but it could not find © 

you out; and therefore I ſend this by your © 4 

Mother, whom I ſaw laſt Week, bleſſed be ſ 

God, finely ſupported. ---- With mine, my 32 A 

Wife s, Couſin H----'s, and your Brothers = \ 

Ref) pects to you, I reſt. 8 

q 

Your aſſured Friend, I 

1 

WaterStratford, W Joun MasoN. l 

July 20. 1677. i "1 

” 

— t 

LETTER XXV. 

Dear Friend, 
Thank you for your Letter. God hath 
bleſſed me with a Son; and we are all in 
good Health, God be praiſed, My Brother 

Mat was ſuddenly taken away, and my Si- 


ſter is left a poor ſorrowful Widow, See the 
Courſe and Faſhion of the World; firſt the 
Birth of a Son, then the Death of a "og 
God never changes, never dies. Happy are 
they that have God for their God! they are | | 
ſure of ſomething, or rather of all. Fa 7 
Man had the whole World be were ſure of | 

2 - 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 133 
nothing. There is nothing like cloſe Commu- 
nion with God. Watching and praying, and 
Peace with God, makes a Man's Life com- 
fortable in deſpite of all the Rage and Fury 
of Earth or Hell. Follow on to know God, 
and you ſhall know him more. The Lord 
Rabliſh your Heart with Grace, and give you 
a further Experience and Liking of his good 
Ways.----It would be much to my Satisfac- 
tion to hear of your Proficiency in a Chriſti- 
an Way, and that your Soul profþers. O that 
I may rejoice in the Day of Chriſt upon your 
Account! That I have not run in vain, nor 
labour'd in vain. --- I wiſh you a good Settle- 
ment, and under a good Maſter. God's holy 
and wiſe Providence take the Care of you, 
that you may be diſpos'd of to your eternal 
Good.-----Mine and my Wife's, and Mrs. 
W----'s Love to you, Your Brothers fend 
you their due Reſpects. I am | 


Your hearty aſſured Friend 


Water-Stratford, Jou Macon, 
Oct. 10. 1677, 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Dear Friend, 
1 beine you for your Letter. I earneſtly 


deſire your Proficiency and Comfort in the 
good Ways of God. A Chriſtian muſt be hum- 
Zed but never ar fcour ag d. The firſt is a 


Duty; the ſecond is a Sin. Though the bare 


talking of the Lips tends only to Penury; yet 


talking of God, and of the Things of God, 


from the Heart, is Part of the Chriſtian Pra- 
ice, eſpecially among thoſe that are endued 
with a Senſe of Religion. Our Words muſt be 
ſavoury, ſeaſoned <c1th Salt; tending to Edifica- 


tion; and ſuch as may miniſter Grace to the 
Hearers. 


I commend to you ſecret Duties. 4 Chri- 


tian is what he 1s between God and his «wn © 


Seoul. Go to God for God; go not from God 
without God: Seek his Face in Chriſt. En- 
deavour for a Senſe of his Favour, and the 
Supply of his Spirit. You have the bleſſed 
and moſt worthy Name of Chriſt to ſpeed 
your Requeſts ; therefore let nothing lie up- 
on your Heart to trouble you. It is not only 
a Suffering but a Sin, to let any Thing lie 
upon your Heart to trouble us, when we have 
a God that bids us caſt all gur Care upon him. 
God will deal familiarly with you ; he will 
be all Things to you, if you depend upon 
him. If your Spirit flags or faints, ſearch the 

Cauſe 


Reverend Mr. John Ma ſon. 1 


” Cauſe of this Untowardneſs and as 
and conclude, it is not well with you till you 
have recovered a cheerful, obedient Frame of 
Heart, that you can ſay from your Soul, Lord, 

whom have ] in Heaven but thee? WI bom have 
I in Earth but thee? 

Two Things reſolve upon by the N of 
God, wiz. To juage yourſelf ; and to judge no 
body elſe. God requires theſe two Things, 
To be ſevere towards yourſelf ; and charitable 
towards others. This will bring you Comfort. 
Attend to the Vitals and Effentials of Religi- 


on; they will nouriſh the Life and Power of 


Godlineſs in your Heart, 
Three Things make a Chriſtian, wiz. Ne- 
pentance towards God; Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and ſincere Ad univerſal Obedience. 
Mind theſe three Things, and the God of 
Peace ſhall be with you. ----- Aſſure your- 
ſelf, There is ſuch a Thing as Religion in the 
HW old, though ſome deride it, and others falſly 
pretend to it. There is ſuch a Thing as Com- 
munion with God.-----Seek Comfort in God 
through Chriſt, there it is to be found; reſt 
not till you have found it, and then your Soul 
will fay, This is that I would have; this ſa- 
tisfies and refreſhes. If a Man hath his Cheſt 
full of Treaſure, what cares he though he be 
call'd a poor EY He hugs himſelf, and faith, 
Populus me ſibilat, at mibi plaudo. So if a Man 
be judged a Hypocrite it matters not, ſo long 
a8 he hath the Evidence of his Sincerity i in his 
K 4 Boſom ; 
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136 Leiters of the Tate > WM 
Boſom ; a Teftimony within that he hath pleas * 
ſe4 God. ---—-- In a great Houſe there are 
Grooms and Scallions, yet we ſay, I is not 
their Houſe, it is ſuch a Nobleman's Houſe, 
he owns it; ſo there is not a Chriſtian in the 


him, but Chriſt is Lord of the Houſe. Cor- 
ruption rebels, but Grace reigns. There are © 
two Houſes, two Parties, Chriſt's Side and 
the Devil's; and a Conflict between them. 
If it were not ſo; if it were not for this in- 
ward Conflict, Earth would be Heaven; for 
outward Oppoſition would be nothing, if it 
were not for this inward Corruption. Well, 
but 2uod non placet, id non nocet. If Sin be 
our Grief and Hatred it ſhall not be our Ruin. 
Chriſt's Side ſhall prevail. KS 


World but hath vile Slaves lodging within 1 


1 T commend you, my dear Friend, to the © 


Grace of God, which is able to illuminate 
your Mind, to govern your Spirit, and to 
preſerve you to his everlaſting Kingdom. 1 
rſt | | 


Your fincere Friend, 
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Water-Statford, Jonn Maso. 
Dec. 15. 1077. 
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LETTER XXVIL 
My indeared Friend, 


F is the Duty of every true Chrillian to 
give God the Glory of his Grace. We 


can never bleſs God enough for his Patience, 


that hath kept us fo long out of Hell; nor for 
His Mercy, that fo earneſily invites us to Heaven. 
1s it nothing, that the Lord is continually 
* following us with Terms of Peace, and 
Tenders of Mercy, and beſeeching us to be 
reconciled? Say not in your Heart, 7 
have nothing of Chriſt in me, becauſe you have 


not attained to ſuch Perfection and Aflurances 


as you deſire. It was the Saying of a good 
Chriſtian, I bleſs God for a good Thought. 
Bleſs God for any Token of his Love ; any 
Portion of his Spirit. 'Thou canſt not fay, 
Thy Sins are forgiven thee ; but canſt thou 
not ſay, They are confeſt; they are confeſt 
over the Head of the Scape-Goat ? Doſt thou 
heartily confeſs thy Sins unto God, with all 
their Aggravations? O! it is a great Mercy. 
---- Thou canſt not ſay, Thou haſt an Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt ; but hath not Chriſt an Inte- 
reſt in thee? Hath he not won thine Heart 
and Affections? O! It is a great Mercy 
Thou fayſt poſſibly, J am not worthy to be 
called a Child of God, But doth not God 
receive and treat thee as a Father 2 The 
Prodigal ( Luke xv.) acknowledg'd, He was 

not 


Reverend | MF. John Mafon. 137 
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not 200th fo be called a Son; but yet his Fa- 


ther received him. Again, it may be 


Zhou 1 of Sin; but is it with thee as 


God for ſome Amendment ? If a ſick Man 
be any Thing better'd in his Health (tho' he 
ſtill be very bad, yet) he will tell his Friends, 
He is ſome iobat better than he was, and he 


bleſſes God for it. Beſides, tho' Sin dwells 


in thee, yet, perhaps, it 1s. the Grief of- thy 5 | 


Soul : Thou art its Captive, not_its Convert. 
As Sm is againſt thy Soul, ſo is not thy Soul 


againſt Sin: ? If it be thy Grief i it ſhall not be L } 


thy Ruin. 


Again it may be thine Heart is troubled in 


an Hour of Temptation ; but haſt thou not = : 


ſometimes enjoyed ſweet Peace with God? 5 
Were not thine earthly Delights vain? Canſt . 


thou not ſay now, O gan ſuave eſt iſtis ſuavi- 
tatibus carere ? 5 Quarter 0 of an Hours 


Communion with Gecd is worth all the Delights 1 | 


in the World ? Canſt thou not call to Mind 
ſome of God's former Loving-Kindneſles? 


HFaſt thou not ſometimes taſted and ſeen how : . 
good the Lord is? - What a Mercy is that! 


---- Again, thou art not aſſured of Hea- 
ven, and thou wanteſt an Aſſurance thereof. 


But thou haſt ſuch Hopes of Heaven as thou 
wouldeſt not exchange for all the Kingdoms 
of the World; and ſhouldeſt thou not bleſs 
God for that, which is more to thee than 
all the World ? —.— Again, Thou fineſt . 
| through 
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; " through Miſtake or Paſſion. But canſt thou 


550 in thine Heart to ſin againſt God? He 
that is born of God cannot ſin; that is, he 
cannot find in his Heart to Sin, becauſe he 
is born of God. ----- Again, it may be thaw 


complaineſt of a dead Heart. But is there 
not ſome Life in thee? Deadneſs ſtands in 


Oppoſition to Livelineſs as well as Life, If 


| thou art dead, that is, 7:0# lively, yet bleſs 
So d that thou art not quite dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins. Again, it may be thou com- 


plaineſt of a hard Heart. But thy Heart is 


not ſo hard but it feels its Hardneſs, Did 


Pharaoh complain of the Plague of a hard 
Heart ? He felt it not; he was all Stone. But 


if thy Heart feels its Hardneſs, 'tis a Sign 


there is ſomething of Fleſh. Bleſs God for 
that Covenant-Mercy, a Heart of Fleſh. ---- 
3 it may be he Lord tarrieth or bideth 
limſelf from thee. But art thou not willing 
to wait upon him, and to wait for him? 
Doſt thou wait under his Table for Crumbs? 
Doſt thou wait at his Gate for Mercy? Well, 
The Lord 1s good to them that wait for him, 
Lam. ui. 25. ---- Again, it may be thou 
complaineſt, Thon art often out of Frame, er 
of an uneven Temper ; ſometimes praying, 
ſometimes ſinning, &c. But though thou art 
not always the fame, yet God is, and Jeſus 
Chriſt is; and therefore it is that wwe are not 
conſumd. ----= Again, it may be thou think- 
eſt thou ſhalt never be able to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
2 4 
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' thy wweak Nature ſhrinks and trembles at the 
Thoughts of it ; thou art afraid thou ſhalt ra- 
ther deny thy - Saviour, than thy Name, thy 
Liberty, or thy Life. It is true, if thou 
ſouldeſt be left to thyſelf, it would be fo ; 
but God is faithful, and be will not ſuffer thee 
zo be tempted above what thou art able to bear. 
He will not ſend thee into a Wood to fell an 
Oak with a Penknife. When he calls thee 
to the Work thou never didſt, he will give 
thee the Strength thou never had'ſt. ------ 


Again, it may be, thou feareſt thou ſhalt fal! 


away, and fhalt never hold out to the End, 
But doth not this Fear of thine rather ſecure 
thee than betray thee ? Does it not quicken 
thee to Duty, to watch and pray, Sc. It 
is a Mercy if it be ſuch a Fear and Trembling 
as thou art working out thy Salvation by. But 
wwherefore doſt thou doubt? Hath God ever 
failed thee at thy need? When the Diſciples 
began to be concern'd about Bread ; faith our 
Saviour, Do you not remember how many Baſ- 
hets full ye took up at ſuch a Time? And how 
many at ſuch a Time? Are your Hearts till 
barden'd? So ſay I, remember how God 
hath comforted you aft ſuch a Time, qr ſuch a 
Time, and be not faithleſs but believing ---- 
The Lord inſpire your Heart with Courage 
and Comfort, that you may perſevere in his 


good Ways unto the End. The Lord be your 


Keeper, your Guide, your Portion for ever. 
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I ſhall be glad to hear how it fares with 
you. I hope we are not unmindful of one 
another, though there had been an Inter- 
ruption of Epiſtolary Converſe. © I ſuppoſe 
you might not receive-my laſt Letter. With 

mine, my Wife's, Mrs. }------'s, your Bro- 

thber's, and Martha's hearty Loves and 

= ſpedts, and all good Wiſhes, I reſt 
5 Your atfectionate Friend, 

= Water-Stratford,  Joun Maso. 
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1 My dear Friend, 
9 HOUGH my Time be ſhort, yet I 
could not omit to let you know what 
a Refreſhing it was to my Spirit, to receive 
ſo good a Letter from you. The Lord car 
on his Work effectually in your Heart. If 
thou haſt Grace, thou haſt a great Charge a- I} 
bout thee : Satan and his Inſtruments will en- 
deavour to rob thee of it, but they ſhall not 
4 prevails Our Life is hid wit Chriſt in God; 
and when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, 
' eee ſhall appear with him in Glory, Only let 
us watch and pray, that we do not enter into 
Temptation. Encourage yourſelf in Chriſt, 
and God's gracious Promiſes ; as I find youdo, 


bleſſed be God, Keep cloſe to God. Stand in 
awe 
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awe of your own Conſcience. Pray conſtantly © 


and fervently. Wait upon God — | 


Abhor the Appearance of Evil, my Faithful 


and dear Friend. ----- The Lord keep you 
through his Name, and command his Lov- * 


ing- Kindneſs - towards you. The Lord en- : 
large the Hand of his Bounty towards you. 


The Lord fulfil the good Pleaſure of his 
Goodneſs towards you, and the Work 4 p 
| Faith with Poxcer. ] hope we ſhall meet on 
Earth; if not on Earth, 1 hope in Heaven, 


through the Riches of Free-Grace. Grace | / 1 


be with your Spirit. 5 
Take this as ſnatch'd from my gent Oc- 18 


caſions; and be aſſured of the 8 Affec-⸗ 


tions Who Prayers of 


Your lovi ng. Fri _ | 
| Water-Stratford, | Joux Masow. 
LETTER XXIX. | 


My affetionate and dear Friend, 


OU oblige us by your good and kind | 


Letters, and the News you ſend us. ty 2 
hope you have that ſpecial Gift of God, 
Faith, Now is a Time to exerciſe it. Now | 
God's Wrath ſeems to be kindled a little a- 
gainſt the Nation, Bleſſed are all thoſe that | 
30 their Truſt in 25 01 
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1 O let us lay up for ourſelves a Treaſure 
in Heaven! O that we were wiſe to make 
P eroviſion for our Souls, whilſt we enjoy our 
Lives! That when our Lives ſhall be loſt 
our Souls may be fafe, and that for ever. 
What a Mercy is it that we have a God 
to go to? And the Name of Chriſt to go to 
s him in? Antichriſt is cruel, but Chriſt is mer- 
ff ciful, Let our Souls fall into the Arms of 
+ Chriſt, though our Lives ſhould fall into the 
Hands of Antichriſt, O that our Spirits may 
e be ſaved in the Day ef the Lord Feſus ! And 
that we may meet at laſt in Heaven! ----- 
O! pray, pray that he would bleſs, guide, 
chars and keep you and me, us and ours, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, that we may never fail; 
but be fdithful unto Death, that We may receive 
a Crown of Life. 

The Lord manifeſt himſelf unto you in the 
* Riches of his Love; and bleſs you abundant- 
_ *- ty with all heavenly Favours! Be encourag'd 
* to perſevere in Well-doing, for you ſhall reap 
/ you faint not. O let us live by Faith till 
we ſhall live by Sight. Let us walk with 
God till he ſhall take us. ---- Mine and my 
Wife's Love to you. Pray for her and me. 
The Lord watch over your Spirit, and charge 
his Providence with you ; and command ail 
things to work together for your good, I 

* Nur faithful B 
Mater. Stratford, Jonn MAsoN. 
Mar. 31, 1679. IL. E 
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LETTER XXX, 


My dear Friend 


1 AM ſenſible of your "Poſen to us. You 

mourn with us, and rejoice with us; and 
1: hope you pray for us, and praiſe for us. 
And therefore I muſt needs delice. your tem- 
3 and eſpecially your eternal Welfare. 

rejoice in the Hopes of your Stedfaſtneſs 
in Chriſt. Bleſſed be God who hath preſer- 
ved you, and followed you with the Motions 
of his good Spirit. The Lord carry on his 
Work in our Hearts, that we may at laſt 
meet in his Kingdom. Be encourag' d ſtill to 
depend on God. Converſe with him by 
Faith, Meditation, and Prayer. If any de- 
ſpiſe the good Ways of God, I truſt you can 
juſtify them by your own Experience. God's 
Work is Wages, and in keeping his Command- 
ments there is great Reward. Go on (my dear 
and faithful Friend) go on in the Strength of 
God. Follow after Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, 
Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs. Labour 
after farther Meaſures of Grace, and more 
intimate Acquaintance and Communion with 
God. The Way of the Lord is Strength 
to the Upright. The farther a Man walks in 
the good Ways of God, the better he will 
find them. Let us live by Faith, till we ſhall 
live by Sight. Let us breathe by Prayer, till 
we breathe out our Souls into- Chriſt's Bo- 
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ſom. ----- Say, we are weak (as it is moſt 


true;) our God will ſtrengthen us. A Chri- 
ſtian cannot keep himſelf, but he 7s kept by 
the Power of God, through Faith unto Salva- 
tion.—— T herefore we muſt commit our 


Souls to God's Keeping, and derive Supplies 


of Strength from Jeſus Chriſt. O that we 


boos CLEFT 


RENEE?” AMES ar". £ 
e , 


2 K might daily receive of his Fulneſs, even Grace 
for Grace! When Satan tempts, or the 
9 World tempts, fly to Chriſt, and he will 
ſuccour. If your Heart be dead, go to 
Chriſt, and he will quicken it. 


I commend you to Chriſt in my Prayers; 


I 1 commend Chriſt to you in my Letters, 
= Chriſt is All in All. Becauſe T hve (faith he) 
ye ſtall live alſo. Chriſt ſweetens Life, Death, 
the Grave, Reſurrection, Judgment, Hea- 
ven, Eternity: Chriſt ſweetens all. ----- Do 


you not love a Man when you fee (aliquid 


1 Chriſti) ſomething of Chriſt in him? Do 


you not love a Book when you read ſome- 


thing of Chriſt in it? Are not the Ordinances 
dear to you, becauſe Chriſt is to be ſeen 
through theſe Lattices? And do you not 
love Chriſtian Aſſemblies, becauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt walks in the Midſt of the golden Can- 


— dleſticks? 


My dear Friend, J hope you truly belong 
to Chriſt, and will one Day ſee his Face with 
Joy. He is our Prieft, he is our Surety, he 


zs our Advocate at the right Hand of the 
Father. O let us prize him , and praiſe him 
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146 Letters of the late © 
to Eternity, -------- To the Lord's almighty # 
Protection, and moſt gracious Favour, £4 | 7 
commit you, remaining 1 


Your aſſured faithful Friend, , 
| Water-Stratford, JokN Maſon, ©: 


; - $. © OS 
ay OE” 
. Eo. 


i. Mt... tte. *** 3 0 


r 

My very affectionate, and very dear Friend, 
HOP E there is an indiffoluble Knot be- 
tween us that neither Silence nor Diſtance 
can break in Pieces; I mean the Unity of tbe 
Spirit; which will out-ſtand all carnal Alli- 
ances, founded in Blood or Marriage; and al! 
temporary Confederacies grounded upon In- 
tereſt or Temper. Time often breaks the 
1ſt, and Death ever diſſolves the fr/ of theſe | I 
Ties and Communications. But ſpiritual Z 
| Friendſhip grows by Time, and is perfected & 4 
by Death; it laſts and holds for ever. The "if 
Time comes when there will be no Friend- 
ſhip but ſpiritual Friendſhip. When Eve 
awoke out of Adam's Side, how was he joyed ey 
in her? This is Bone of my Bone, &c. But L 
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when they had ſinned he bitterly accuſed her 
at the Bar of God. Such will the End be of mi 
all that jocund Friendſhip of all unregene- to 
rate Allies; they will be divided at the Bar an 


of God, and no otherwiſe united, than as nal 
Tares int. 
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Tares ate in the ſame Bundle, whoſe Near- 
neſs does not help to conſume one another, 
Y But, I hope, my dear Friend, we are one 
> Spirit in Chriſt for ever; I hope we are met 
in him through Grace; ſhall meet with him 
in the Clouds; and ſhall be ever with him 
in Heaven, In the mean Time I condemn 

and abhor myſelf, that when Divine Provi- 
dence gave me a long wiſh'd for Opportunity 
of ſeeing your Face, I was no more inward 
with you; and that I fo fooliſhly loſt the 
Advantage I then had of conſulting and far- 
 thering your ſpiritual Eſtate. | 

Sorry I am there was ſo little of Heaven, 
ſo much of Earthlineſs and Carnality in my 
Converſation with you. And this I write 
with Grief and Shame. How often have my 
Bowels yearned towards your Soul! that I 
have thought, O that you were but near me, 
or by me! O that we had but an Opportunity 
of * together of Things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God ! ----- ] had an Oppor- 
tunity ; I ſay, I had an Opportunity. But 
itt is gone, it is gone! and whether I ſhall 
= ever have the like again, I know not. The 
Tord forgive me! ----- Though I have not 
been my Brother's Keeper, yet I will com- 
mit my Brother to that God, who is able 
to keep him from this preſent evil World; 
and from every evil Work, unto Life eter- 
nal. The Lord, by his Spirit, breathe 
into you better Meditations than I could poſ- 

. L 2 ſibly 


DG ry 
> 18 
7 — 
* Fes, 
P Sm . 
- — 


* 


148 Letters of the late © 
| poſſibly have ſuggeſted, I ſhould have ſpoken 


to you; but yet I may ſpeak for you, and you 


for me, to that God who is with us both at 
the ſame. Time; and who can bleſs us both 
out of the Riches of his Grace and Goodneſs 
in Feſus Chriſt, In whom Iam, 


Dear Ser. : 
Tour affeftionate Friend, 
that longs for your everlaſting Happineſs, 


Water-Stratford, | JohN Maso. 
Feb. 9. 1679-80. YT 


— — 


LETTER Xv. 
To the ſame. 


My dear Friend, . 

of OURS I received not till about a Fort- 
night ago, for it lodg'd at Maur/ley. I 

am not unmindful of you. I counſel you to 

ſanctify Sabbaths. Remember to keep holy 


the Sabbath, and that will be a Means to keep 
And pray continually, Wreſtle 
with God for the Pardon of your Sins. Con- 
feſs them over the Head of the Scape-Goat, Je- © 
ſus Chriſt. Beg for the Spirit of Application, 
that you may apply Chriſt to yourſelf ; apply © 


you holy. 


the Promiſes when you hear them, or read 


- 8 8 85 
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them. The Word does us good when it 
is applied, and Providence do us good when 
they are apply'd. The Lord teach us ſo 70 
number our Days, as we may apply our Hearts 
to Wiſdom! And ſo to hear, as we may apply 9 
our Hearts to the Practice and Obedience of : 
© the Word! : 9 Ie 1 
I pray God carry on his Work in your {|| 
Heart, that you may grow in Grace, as you 
” grow in Years. O! that in theſe dark and 
> dangerous Days, we may fly to our God to 
* Hide us, cry to our God to help us; and he 
will be a preſent Help in the Time of Trouble. 
. I ſhould be glad to hear any Time from 
> you of the Caſe of your Soul. Have a ſpe- 
' cial Care of that. We muſt ſhortly put of 
Theſe Tabernacles; our Souls will return to 
| God for their Sentence. O that we may be 
changed by Grace, before we are changed bs 
Death! I hope we ſhall meet in our Fathers 
1 > Houſe where are many Manſions. The Led 

o © be your Guide, your Keeper, and your Con- 
forter, ---- Mine, and my Wife's and Siter 
Myat's Love to you. I reſt 1 


"I" 


— yz” 24 4, 
— —— —« — * . - 
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Your affectionate Friend, 


Water-Stratford,  Joun Msex. 
OR, 1. 1681. | 
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LETTER KXXIIL 


A 


To the fame: 


Dear Friend, 
A” Sweats are good for a Man's Body, 

| if a Man comes well out of them; fo 
Afflictions are good for the Soul, if a Man 
come well out of them. I with you may 
come out of your Sickneſs, and that you may 
come well out of it. It is good for you that 
you have been affticted, if you can fay, I bleſs 
tbe Lord, ] foe the Vanity of the World, the Un- 
certainty of the World, and the Approach of 
Judgment. It is good for you that you have 
been afflicted, if you have been taught by it, 
that Chriſt is beſt, and Sin is vort. O!] for 
he Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, to waſh 
avay my Sins, and to deliver me from the 
th to come. You come well out of your 
AikQions, if you are more ſerious, more cau- 
tiou\ and more circumſpect; more watch- 
ful ad prayerful, more ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly-maded, : | 
Deth is a good Debt and muſt be paid. 
The Cluds return after the Rain, O prepare 
carefuly for your latter End. What Time 
you hay to ſpare from your worldly Occaſi- 
ons, ipyd it in your Soul's Concernments. 
Accuſto, yourſelf to Prayer, to good 
Thovghk, to reading of good Books, 1 8 
30S ally 
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ally God's Book. Labour to be what all wiſh 

they had been when they come to die. Conſider, 

and think of the beſt Things, and keep the 

beſt Company, ----- In every Thing aim at 
God's Glory, and your eternal Salvation. ---- 

As we have lived under one Roof together, I 

defire we may live in our heavenly Father's 

Houſe together; and be for ever with the. 
Lord. No more, but hearty Love from 


Your leving Friend, 


Maurſley, JohN Maso. 
July 11. 1683. 
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LETTER TRAS 


To Mr, John Mead. 
Dear Friend, 


\HE Lord be with you ! The Lord 
ſhine upon you in the Face of Chriſt. 
O ſeek the Face and Favour of God. He 
that findeth Chriſt findeth Life ; he findeth 
the ſweeteſt of all Bleſſings ; he findeth the 
Pearl of greateſt Price. Chriſt is the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the Sin of the Warld. 
Sin will find us out, if Chriſt do not hide us. 
But he ſpreads his Wing, and calls us to 
come under it, The Lord bring you under 
the Wing of Chriſt | under Covenant Protec- 
tion, my dear Friend, that your Soul may be 
ſaved in the Day of the Lord Feſas. 
L 4 Beg 


» 


1 
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Beg not only Pardon but Purity of Heart, 


deſire a new Nature, that you may ſerve the 


Lord in Newneſs of Life. Watch and pray 


againſt Sin ; and every Night examine your- 


{elf how you have ſpent the Day. Bleſs the 


Lord for what Good he hath enabled you 
to do, and confeſs, and be humbled if you 
have thought or ſpoke, or done any Evil. 
Walk as in the Sight of God, ſpeak as in the 
Hearing of God ; do all Things as in his Pre- 


tence, who is our Judge. 


I I commend you to the infinite Love of 
God, and reſt 


Your loving Friend, 


Mu ſley, JonNx Mason. 
Jan. 26. 


— — 


LETTER XXEY. 
To the fame. 
Dear Friend, | 


Deſire your Happineſs in all Reſpects, and 
that that God who gives you Health and 
Strength for your earthly Calling, may ena- 
ble you for the Duties of your heavenly Cal- 
ling ; and that whilſt your Hand is in the 
World, your Heart may be in Heaven. 

I hope you do conſcientiouſly obſerve God's 


Sabbaths, and delight in his Ordinances, And 


that you experience the Sweetneſs of Com- 
munion with God, and of his Service, which 
| is 
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g is perfect Freedom. I deſire that you may 
cContinue in Well-doing, that you may be 
Faithful to the Death, that you may receive a 


Crown of Life, To keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence, mult be your daily Exerciſe, and it 


ſhall be your daily Comfort. 
ll hope you viſit the Throne of Grace daily, 
and find Prayer to be your chief Delight, and 
the beſt of your Fare. Confeſs what you 
find amiſs in yourſelf, Beg Pardon and Sanc- 
tification, Endeavour to walk cloſely with 
God ---- There is nothing like cloſe Com- 
munion, and cloſe walking with God. ---- I 
' ſhould be glad to hear of your Soul's Proſpe- 
rity. Tho' I ſeldom write to you, you are 
|: not out of my Heart, nor out of my Pray- 
ers. My Service to your good Brother Vi- 
' Ham, of whoſe Recovery I long to hear, and 
to your Brother Samuel, to whom I thought 
to write, but at preſent want Opportunity. —- 
The Lord Jeſus be with you. In him Iam 


Your faithful Friend, 


JohN Masox. 


Dec. 7 


LETTER XXXW 


To the ſame. 
My loving Friend, 
OUR Condition puts me in Mind of a 
Y Speech of Jacob. And now I muſt 
2 pro: 
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provide for my own Houſe alſo, I deſire the 
Lord may dwell in your Heart and in your 
Houſe. The Patriarchs were wont, where 
they pitch'd, there to rear Altars ; never ac- 
counting themſelves ſettled till the Worſhip 
of God was ſettled among them, 

My Friend, If the Son make you free, ben 
are you free indeed , and where the Spirit of © 
the Lord is, there is Liberty, I hope yon © 
are in Chriſt, and have the Spirit of Chriſt 
awelling in you. —— Then are you free from 
ihe Law of Sin and Death,  _ 
| I defire your Houſe may be a Bethel, not 
a Bethaven; a Houſe of God, and not a 
Houſe of Vanity. I defire that Prayers and 
Praifes may there be aſcending, and Mercies 
and Bleſſings deſcending. He that provideth 
not for the Bodies of his Family is worſe than 
an Infidel ; he that provideth only for the Bo- 
dies of his Family is no better than an Infidel. 

You will ſee that all that are 20:#hin your 
Gates keep holy the Sabbath-Days. That will 
make happy Week-Days.---- The Lord bleſs 
you in your Soul, and in your Body, in your 
Perſon, and in your Family; in your Bake, 
and in your Store; in your going out, and in 
your coming in, from this Time forth, and for 
evermore, Amen. 

The Lord keep your Heart and keep your 
Houſe! I beſeech him to follow you ever 
with the powerful Motions of his Spirit, and 
to keep you by bis Almghty Power , 

Fatt 
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Faith unto Salvation. — Mine, and my Wife's 
Love to you, your Brothers, and all Friends. 
I * your Prayers, and remain 


N dur Jai Hul F ried, 


Water-Stratford, Jonn Mason. 
Jan. 6. 1688. 


K 
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ALetter wrote by the Reverend Mr. John Ma- 
/on, to Mr. Anthony Holmes, on the Death 
of his beloved Siſter Mrs. Hannah Wyat. 


HERE is no Neceflity, my dear Bro- 
1 ther, that we ſhould, like Nicbe, 
weep ourſelves into Marble, for the Loſs of 
' our Friends, Some have admired the old 
-. Cuſtom of the Thracians, who celebrated 
their Nativities with Mournings, but their 
Funerals with Feaſts of Joy. And for us, 
who, by the Light of the Goſpel, have an 
Infight into, and a Proſpect of Heaven ; for 
us, I fay, to mourn beyond Meaſure for the 
Loſs of our Friends, is certainly very unbe- 
coming; eſpecially for ſuch as did not lie 
groveling on the Earth, void of heavenly 
Things; but, on the contrary, ſo breath'd 
Piety, and relifh'd Heaven, that they were 
even ready to expire with the Earneſtneſs of 


their 
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their Deſires, and the Ardency of their Pray- 
And ſuch a one was our deareſt Siſter, who © 
was fo enamour'd with the better Things of |. 
the other World, that nothing below could © 
attract her Deſires. ---- It is not the Sharp- * 
neſs of her Wit, the Comelineſs of her Per- 
ſon, the Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition, nor 
the reſt of thoſe moral Virtues which I fo 
much admir'd in her ; but it is her wondrous 
Piety, her lively Faith in her Jeſus (whom 
ſhe lov'd, worſhip'd, nay, was almoſt ready 
to die for Love of) that I would praiſe. 
She told me a little before her Death, 7 
love you all dearly, but my Jeſus (which 
Word ſhe expreſſed with a wonderful Em- 
phaſis) is infinitely dearer than you all, She 
could have had Patience to have liv'd, but to 
die was her great Deſire; well knowing, 
that that would be a Paſlage to the full and 
eternal Fruition of her much defired Jeſus, + 
None ever feared Death more than ſhe defir'd 
it: Nay, ſo vehement was her Rejoicing at 
the Hopes of her approaching Change, that! 
could not but be extremely affected with it, 
and a Partaker of it too. When I ſaw her 
juſt on the Confines of the heavenly King- 
dom, as it were on the Threſhold of a bleſ- 
ſed Eternity, I was almoſt overwhelm'd 
with the Exceſs of my Joy. 


1 
8 
25 
25 
* ; 
— 
274.4 >. 
| F: 
n 
* 
N 
7 
"$I 
. A 1 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 1 57 


But whither is ſhe gone? In what Station 
z our Siſter (no longer in the Fleſh, but in the 


Lord) now placed ? She is not a Shadow, but 


a Star; no longer a Widow, but married to 


her Lord, to whom ſhe was betroth'd. This 
ſhe expreſſed a little before her Death. When 


' ſhe receiv'd a moſt affectionate Letter from 


a certain Friend (who was almoſt dead to hear 
of her Illneſs, and earneſtly defired her Health) 
I aſked her Sentiments of the Letter ; her An- 
ſwer was, J am obliged to any one who wiſhes 


me Health, or any good Thing, but O] my Fe- 


ſus, my Teſus ; proteſting then, that ſhe 


longed for nothing more than to enjoy her 
beloved ſeſus. 

And now the bleſſed Time is come. Now 
ſhe rejoices in her Jeſus, and ſhall do fo to 
eternal Ages. A bleſſed Sabbath hath ſhined 
on her, which ſhall never be darken'd with an 
Evening. ” 

This puts me in Mind of another Thing. 
It was on the Lord's Day that our beloved 


Siſter departed from us to her Lord. As Lord 


Chief Juſtice Hales died on Chriſtmaſs Day, 


which he us'd to obſerve with great Solemni- 


ty; ſo that Day bleſſed this holy Woman, 


which ſhe was wont to obſerve with ad- 


mirable Strictneſs. She prefer'd one Sab- 


bath before a thouſand Week-days. I will 


ſpeak a great Word. I verily believe I never 
took more Pains to make a Sermon, than ſhe 


did 


r 


„ 
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did to apply it to her Heart; and as Fi a C- i 
binet to treaſure it in her Breaſt. 7 
This her wonderful Piety I could not but 
admire whilſt ſhe lived; and tho' ſhe be dead, 
the Remembrance of that dies not. This 1 
deſign'd to have ſpread abroad, that others 
might be mov'd with a holy Emulation of 
ſo pious an Example. Yet ſhe (ſuch was her 
Modeſty) would by no Means permit it to 
be done in the Pulpit. For after I had heard 
that ſhe had forbid all Manner of publick Pa- 
'negyrics, I deſired that ſhe would, at leaſt, 
give me Leave to /ay ſomething of her; but 
her Humility overcame myImportunity. But 
O let not ſo ſplendid an Example ever ſlide 
out of our Breaſts! Let this ſo excellent and glo- 
rious a Specimen of Piety, which we have ſeen 
in her, live, increaſe, and flouriſh among us. 
As to what pertains to you (my dear Bro- 
ther) it muſt needs be grievous to bear the 
Loſs of fo loving and fo beloved a Woman. 
Even in her laſt and greateſt Extremity, her 
Affection for you cool'd not at all. In this 
Manner ſhe cried out, Ob, my dear Anthony | 
O how I love that Brother ! Put there is no 
Need of Arguments to prove this, which was 
ſo evident thro' the whole Courſe of herLife. 
She loy'd you as a Brother, took Care of you 


asa Mother ; nay, and long {upply'd the Place 
of a Mother to you. 

But wherefore do I write this? Not to in- 
creaſe your Grief, but for the Sake of your 
precious Soul. I am well affured how much 


ſhe 
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ſhe loy'd it. How many were her Deſires 
and Cares, and Solicitudes, her Prayers and 
Tears upon your Soul's Account. She wiſhi d 
you all Happineſs as to your bodily Health, 


in your Marriage, in your Trade, in all your 
Affairs; but her greateſt Care was for your 


Soul. Love yourſelf as ſhe loved you. En- 
deavour, with all your Strength to imitate 
and follow her. 155 
She had a ſerious Mind, and a heavenly 
Breaſt. She was taken up with divine Thi 
Her Heart was in Heaven, while her Bufi- 
neſs confin'd her to Earth. She was frugal, 
and yet liberal. In her Temper Meeknelſs 
was join'd with Fortitude. In her Practice ſte 
was induſtrious, but not covetous; ingenious, 
but not malepert ; comely, and yet chaſte ; 
prais'd abroad, yet humble at home. She 
had great Reverence for the higher Powers, 
and gave great Deference to the Dignities of 
the Church. Againſt our Superiors ſhe e- 
ſteemed it a Crime even to whiſper ; yet 
made herſelf equal even to her Inferiors. How 
many are the Poor, and Sick, and Maim'd, 
that ſhe hath helped ? So that ſhe might tru- 
ly have been term'd a Deaconneſs of the Eng- 
liſþ Church. She dy'd to herſelf, that the 
might live to others. She was conſtant in 
Prayer; a ſtrict Obſerver of the Sabbath. She 
lov'd the Word of God, and reverenc'd his 
Image in his Saints. To thote the was a con- 
ſtant Companion, and delighted in their Com- 
I pt ny, 
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pany, tho” they were by others term'd: the 
Scum of the World. She prefer d a Dram 
of Grace before the Riches of both Indie 
75 ceas d not endeavouring after all the 

inks of the golden Chain. She liv'd in 
Faith, and dy'd in Faith, and by Faith ſhe 
fled to Chriſt, as to an Altar, whom ſhe juſtly 
elteem'd the Beginning and End of her Salva- 
tion. And, finally, hence aroſe her Tri- 
umphs over the infernal Powers, and the 
horrible Pomp of Death. Behold her 
Faith, my dear Brother, and imitate it as far 
as you can. 

Let this ſuffice at preſent to be ſaid of our 
deareſt Siſter, by 


Your loving Brother, 


Water-Stratford, | Joux Maso. 
Aug. 17. 1683. ; 


N. B. Tho' the Letter from whence this laſt is tranſcrib'd, 
was not wrote in the Author's own Hand (as the reſt) yet, 
from the pious Spirit it breathes, and the good Hand from 
whence it came (rz. Air. Thomas Holmes, the own Brother 
of that excellent Lady whoſe Character it contains) I cannot 
but think it is genuine. However there being in many 
Places of it plain Marks of the Latin Idiom, and in ſome a 
Flatneſs and S:iffneſs of Expreſſion, unnatural to an Original, 
and very different from the Life, Eaſe, and Vigour of Mr. 
Maſs Exaliſb Epiſtolary Stile, I am inclin'd for theſe, and 
ſome other Reaſons, to thick that it is a Tranſlation from a 
Latin Original, which, if extant, perhaps, would appear 
much more elegant. 
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